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4‘ Lead Poisoning in India

51% percent of Indian children have high blood

lead levels (BLLs) > 5 pg/dL
(The Toxic Truth, UNICEF-Pure Earth, 2020)
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Average BLLs in 23 states in India are well
above 5 ng/dL
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Blood Lead Levels in Indian Children

O

City-wide Assessment (10 Cities Study)?
---- = Median BLL: 8.8 ug/dL (range: 4.8-30.6).

= 82.5% of 2,247 children had BLL > 4 ng/dL
Local Hotspot: Patna, Bihar?
-—=-=-® 149 ug/dL; 87% > 5 ng/dL; 68% > 10 pg/dL.

Near battery recycling areas: up to 24.4 pg/dL
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Health Impact and National Burden

India's Burden in 20192
= 232,510 deaths and 6.98 million DALY due to lead
exposure.

South Asia leads in global burden’
= India among top 5 countries in age-standardized
DALYs.
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4‘ Sources of Lead Poisoning

Household Sources

= Lead-Based Paint and

Household Dust

=  (Ceramics, Cookware, and
Utensils

= Cosmetics (e.g., sindoor,
kohl/kajal)

= Toys and Jewellery
= Spices and Herbal Remedies

Environmental Sources

Soil

Water

Atmospheric Deposition -
Industrial emissions and
lead smelting contribute to
air pollution and settle on
soil, crops, and surfaces.

Occupational Sources

Battery Recycling
(Informal/Small-Scale)
Mining and Smelting
Construction, Demolition,
and Renovation Work
Metalworking, Radiator
Repair, Shipbuilding




Policy Challenges

Lack of Representative
Data

Lack of Political
Commitment



Thank You!
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