
Waves of Change: Harnessing 
Technology to Power the Sustainable 

Blue Economy
Session 7: Strengthening Governance for a Sustainable 

Ocean Economy
Pacific Ocean Commissioner, Dr Filimon Manoni

12.05pm -12.35pm 
Tuesday 26 May 2026

2:55pm–3:25pm Fiji Time



OPOC
The Office of the Pacific Ocean Commissioner (OPOC) serves 18 
Member countries in the Pacific Region mainly, 18 members: 
Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, French 
Polynesia, Kiribati, Nauru, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, 
Palau, Papua New Guinea, Republic of Marshall Islands, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu.

Some of the key roles that that OPOC plays in the region include;

• advocacy, coordination and collaboration on oceans governance 
issues in the region and in international forums; and

• building  capacity  and awareness in the Pacific region, 
coordinating with CROP  agencies and developments capacity to 
strengthen oceans governance across and multi-sectoral ocean 
issues.



OPOC in the Pacific

• Assists Pacific countries develop national oceans policies;

• Coordinates across the region to create united Pacific
positions for BBNJ negotiations including capacity building;

• Coordinates united Pacific positions and strong Pacific
representation at the United Nations Oceans Conference;

• Facilitates deep sea mining discussions and build capacity
in the region on the issue; and

• Coordinates information resources, sourcing funding,
including coordinating CROP agencies to assist member
countries as well as ensuring participation of Pacific
representatives at regional and international forums
related to oceans governance.



Regional  collective  
commitments on Oceans by PIF 
Leaders under the 2050  Strategy:

• “To secure a future for our people, we will 
deepen our collective responsibility and 
accountability for the stewardship of the 
Blue Pacific Continent and protect our 
sovereignty and jurisdiction over our 
maritime zones and resources, including 
in response to climate change induced sea 
level rise, and strengthen our ownership 
and management of our resources.” 

• “To protect our ocean and environment, 
we commit to safeguarding the integrity of 
our natural systems and biodiversity 
through conservation action and by 
minimizing activities that degrade, pollute, 
overexploit, or undermine our ocean and 
natural environment.”





2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific 
Continent: the Pacific's North Star
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