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Why political economy matters for AI and health?

• Political economy:
• Power, incentives, interests, institutions, and market dynamics
• Distribution of power, resources, and influence

• AI adoption and governance:
• Can reshape power, resources, and accountability in health systems
• Can redistribute decision-making power
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AI ecosystem in health: who are the key stakeholders and what are 
their roles?
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Political economy factors and incentives in shaping AI adoption and 
governance – some examples
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Challenges and potential risks
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Rapidly changing AI landscape without adequate regulatory system to ensure safety, quality, and effectiveness

Inequitable access in who benefits and bears the risks

Public distrust without data privacy and protection

Lack of institutional and health workforce capacity/readiness

Development of AI tools for commercial interest rather than public health benefit



Key principles for use of AI in health
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Having strong overall governance and a continuous learning system to monitor 
impacts of AI adoption in health given the rapidly evolving societal needs and AI 
landscape



Thank you
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