
1 Breathe Cities

Bre a t h e  Be t t e r : how lead ing  citie s have  rap id ly cu t a ir pollu tion

Ne w  g lob a l a n a lys is  from
Bre a t h e  Cit ie s

● 19 cit ie s  cu t t in g  p o llu t ion
fa s t

● Analysis of citie s tha t
reduced  PM2.5 a n d  NO2 by a t
le a s t  20% be tween  2010-
2024

● Ne a r ly h a lf of the  le a d in g
cit ie s  a r e  in  Asia , showing
rap id  im provem en t is
possib le  in  fast-g rowing
urban  con textsBased  on  ana lysis of a ir qua lity trends across C40 and  Brea the  Citie s ne tworks (2010-2024)

Dow n loa d  t h e
fu ll r e p or t

Newly launched  a t 
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Air  Qu a lit y  in  As ia : 
St a t u s  a n d  Tre n d s  Re p o r t
Clean Air Asia flagship publication

• Air quality in Asian countries and cities
• City progress in relation to WHO air quality 

guideline
• Air quality management practices 
• Air quality monitoring
• Major sources and contributors to air 

pollution
• Review of national and sub-national policies
• Recommendations for advancing clean air 

solutions 

Air Quality in Asia: 
Status and Trends 
Report 
2026 edition

12 
years of air 
quality data

48 
countries

1,873 
cities
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Data coverage for the decade trend analysis: Cities with data from 2014 to 2024, and with a minimum 5-year data excluding 
2020 (COVID year); Theil-sen slope analysis accounts for the median annual change, for all combination of years in the 
analysis period and not just the start and end year.

Cities that saw an overall decrease 
in PM2.5 levels from 2014 to 2024

Ou t d o o r  
PM2.5 le ve ls  
d e cre a s e d  
in  47% o f 
As ia n  cit ie s  
fro m  2014 
t o  2024



Air  Qu a lit y  in  As ia : St a t u s  a n d  Tr e n d s  Re p o r t  2026 Ed it io n

2

4

4

1

89

121

203

98

11

193

58

27

4

12

40

63

39

17

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350

Excee d  WHO IT-1

WHO IT-1

WHO IT-2

WHO IT-3

WHO IT-4

WHO AQG

No. of cities

Dis t r ib u t io n  o f As ia n  c it ie s  r e la t ive  to  PM2.5 c o n c e n t r a t io n  
(2024 va lu e s  vs  WHO AQG)

Central and West East South Southeast

4

2024 PM2.5 le ve ls  in  cit ie s  a n d  WHO AQ gu id e lin e
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Data source: Based on Clean Air Asia database on annual average PM2.5 concentrations in Asian cities, from accessible 
public data and information provided by national governments as of January 2026; 2024 data is reflected.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Only 1 out of 986 cities met the PM2.5 WHO AQG​
This station was located at a background site in Central and West Asia
A total of 28 cities met the WHO IT-4, located in East and Southeast Asia
Majority of Asian cities (297) met the WHO IT-2, most of them in East Asia
A significant number (294) of cities exceeded the least stringent WHO IT-1, predominantly in South Asia
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Data source: Based on Clean Air Asia database on annual average PM2.5 concentrations in Asian cities, from accessible 
public data and information provided by national governments as of January 2026; 2024 data is reflected otherwise 2023, 
2022, or 2021 was used.
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