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Background of the Malé Declaration

• A round-table policy dialogue was 

held by UNEP and SEI in March 

1998 in AIT, Bangkok. 

Representatives of the Ministry of 

Environment from South Asian 

countries participated in the 

meeting. 

• 7th Governing Council of SACEP, 

held in Male’ in April 1998, 

adopted the declaration and 

named it as the Malé Declaration 

on Control and Prevention of Air 

Pollution and its likely 

Transboundary Effects for South 

Asia (Malé Declaration). 

• Activities of the Malé Declaration 

has been implemented in Phases.

National Focal Points (NFPs) and 
National Implementation Agencies (NIAs)

Bangladesh        Bhutan                    India                   Iran
NFP:                                  NFP and NIA:               NFP:                        NFP and NIA:
Ministry of                       Department of            Ministry of             Department of
Environment                   Environment &            Environment          the Environment,
Forest and                       Climate Change,          Forest and              Tehran
Climate Change              Ministry of Energy       Climate Change
NIA:                                   and Natural                  NIA:
Department of                Resources                     Central
Environment,                                                          Pollution
Dhaka                                                                      Control
                                                                                  Board,
                                                                                  New Delhi

Maldives                          Nepal                            Pakistan                 Sri Lanka
NFP: Ministry of               NFP: Ministry of           NFP: Ministry of    NFP: Ministry of
Tourism and Forests and                  Climate Change     Environment
Environment                     Environment               & Environmental    NIA: Central
NIA: Environmental                                                Coordination          Environmental
Management and             NIA:                               NIA: Pakistan         Authority
Conservation                     Department                 Environment         (CEA)
Department                       of Environment          Protection
                                                                                   Agency (EPA)
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Activites pictures
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Air Quality Monitoring Stations Across Malé Declaration 
Member Countries

3/26/2026

Copyright: AIT RRC.AP (2025)



Source: DoE, 2025

Various Air Quality Management Tools in each member country of Malé Declaration 

Nepal
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Key Findings and Recommendations

▪Develop a regional emission inventory and data-sharing platform 

(ICIMOD has covered 5 member countries only – need to combine with 2 

more), i.e. Maldives and Sri Lanka.

▪Strengthen technical and institutional capacity for modeling & long-

term monitoring (Model-Intercomparison Study in Asia – MICS-Asia existing 

in East & Southeast Asia, like CAS/ACAP’s EANET, should be explored).

▪Integrate air quality goals with climate and health policies (Co-benefits 

with identifying Super Pollutants, formerly SLCP, working with CCAC).
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Key Findings and Recommendations

▪Establish financing mechanisms for clean technology adoption. (World 

Bank and ADB in IGP-HF projects have supported Bangladesh, India, Nepal 

and Pakistan (and probably Bhutan)…Can Malé Declaration gain support 

also from ADB&World Bank, or philantrophy like CAF on BC & O3(?)

▪Promote joint action plan under the Malé Declaration framework for 

sustainable regional cooperation towards Net Zero.

Through coordinated commitment, 

South Asia can achieve measurable improvements in 

air quality, public health, and environmental sustainability.
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Activity Plan of the Malé Declaration in 2026

Session Title9

1) Better Air Quality (BAQ) 2026 conference 

    during March 9-13th in Bangkok, Thailand;

2) The Seventeenth (17th ) Session of the 
Intergovernmental Meeting of the Malé 
Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air 
Pollution and its Likely Transboundary Effect 
for South Asia (MD/IG17) tentatively in May 
2026 back2back with SACEP’s GC meeting…

[ …likely to highlight pathway to October 
event: Hanimaadhoo Summit: “Celebrating 20 
Years of the Maldives Climate Observatory - 
and the Road to Climate-Resilient Futures”];



Activity Plan of the Malé 
Declaration in 2026 (cont.)

Session Title10

3) Study Visit for executives of Malé 
Declaration member countries to 
Indo-Gangetic Plain-Himalayan 
Foothill (IGP-HF) sites of implementing 
the World Bank supported projects 
and Central Pollution Control Board, New 
Delhi, tentatively during August 2026;

4) Webinar series on “Air Quality 
Management – Science and Investment 
for  Sustainable Development in Malé 
Declaration member countries” during 
March – December 2026;

Starting on March 30, 2026 on the 
topic of “Women Driving Changes in 
Air Quality Management for Better Air 
Quality in Malé Declaration Region”



Activity Plan of the Malé 
Declaration in 2026 (cont.)

5) Factsheets for Male’ Declaration member 
countries (extract from Scoping Study report) are 
being distributed by scanning the QR code here, or 
download from websites of SACEP and AIT RRC.AP.

Session Title 11



Thank you very much! 
Kob Kun Kha ☺

More Information: Vanisa.Surapipith@rrcap.ait.ac.th 

mailto:Vanisa.Surapipith@rrcap.ait.ac.th
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