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We only have one planet but are living like we have two. A circular global 
economy could fulfill people's needs while reducing the materials we extract and use
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Our approach to sustainability
Our sustainability pillars are embedded across our operations, and focus on climate, circularity, nature and people.
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At Holcim, circularity is at the core of everything we do, facilitating our net-zero 
journey. We are driving circularity by raising awareness and taking local action:
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● Team Holcim-PRB is racing the seas and 
oceans to raise awareness about the 
importance of circular building and living, 
and with a call to action to accelerate this 
transition

● The Circular Explorer, a solar-powered 
catamaran, is taking local action by collecting and 
recycling marine litter and empowering local 
communities  to become changemakers through 
science and education.
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Go Circular | The Ocean Race at the 2024 Ocean Decade Conference in Spain
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Rosalin Kuiper, the 
skipper of Team 
Holcim-PRB. “Being out on 
the ocean and changing the 
water filters every day 
yourself, it also changes 
you and makes you realise 
how important this work is. 
I’m very motivated to 
continue this work with 
Team Holcim-PRB to make 
a difference in ocean 
preservation.”
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https://go-circular.com/videos
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1SVTKhHAZ-l_cdOq1nllIu5vtUvIOYT08/preview


● Develop and implement educational 
toolkits

● Workshops with local schools and 
communities. Holcim employees as 
volunteers. 

● “Welcome Aboard” sessions to raise 
awareness on circularity.

● Collect and analyze data from the 
installed microplastic sampler and 
environmental sensors to track key 
trends.

● Collaborate with research institutes 
and government agencies for a 
science-based approach to gain new 
insights and recommend actions to 
policy makers.

● Recover marine litter and partner 
with existing recyclers / upcyclers  

● Co-processing / alternative fuels 
and raw materials for end of life 
waste

Project Overview: Three main streams

RECYCLING EDUCATION SCIENCE

COMMUNICATIONS

● Dial up impact and outreach through continuous communications activities (local and global): Multimedia content 
production / PR campaigns / Welcome aboard sessions for key stakeholders (government authorities, media, other private 
companies, etc.)

If recovered plastics are  
recyclable  >> recycling partner; 

If residual  >> Geocycle
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● Marine litter 
collection at sea

● Joint Coastal 
Clean-ups

● Waste Sorting
● Recycling 
● Co-processing

● Data analysis 
● Scientific writing / Policy briefs 
● Capacity-building for 

early-career researchers 
(PRIMe-TP)

● Citizen science initiatives
● Contribute to the PlastiCount 

portal.

Welcome 
Aboard 
Sessions

- Data 
Collection
- Optimization 
via  AI

- Expert talks
- Science 
comms
- Webinars

● CE tool-kit  development 
& roll-out

● Teacher | student 
training cascade

● School events
● Community / Household 

reach (parents, 
out-of-school youth)

RECYCLINGEDUCATION

SCIENCE DRAFT
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3,700 external attendees 
at Circular Explorer-related events 

Tailored educational toolkit 
to > 10 of the country’s 
public schools to include 
government-endorsed Circular Explorer toolkit in 
their curriculum.

 

Education: Raising Awareness
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Marine Litter Recovery & 
Recycling

66,000 kg 
Total marine litter collected (i.e., 
plastics, wood, glass, textile etc.) 
Plastics comprise about 30%  of this 
mix

 in 

100  Early-career researchers & 
educators from

50 different  universities and gov’t 
agencies intensively trained across the country

350 unique microplastic samples by end of 
2024. 

5 Technical papers featuring research enabled by 
the Circular Explorer 

   

       Advancing Marine Science   

450 volunteers have joined 
Circular Explorer-organized coastal 
cleanups

 in 

CIRCULAR EXPLORER - MAKING AN IMPACT
FAST FACTS

DRAFT



10

SCIENTISTS & ENGINEERS
Gather new insights from our oceans through the oceanographic sensors and microplastic sampler in the Circular Explorer.  
Scale-up the training of early-career researchers in the field of plastic pollution. Leverage on existing platforms and materials

PARTNERING ACROSS VARIOUS SECTORS TO DRIVE CIRCULARITY
CE as a platform to gain shares of voices in important roundtable discussions.
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Circular Explorer x PRIMe-TP*
 CE fully supports the capacity-building of early career researchers and educators across the country
.

*Plastics Research Intensive Methods - Training Program
- Research methods and skills (e.g.,various substrates [water, sediment, biota]; use of FTIR, AI)
- Science communication
- Coastal community & school roadshows
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An AI-model developed by the team from the University of the Philippines, thru 
the PlastiCount project* is now being optimized using the marine litter data 
collected by the Circular Explorer.

AWAITING the approval from the 
proponents (Dr. Onda and Dr. Ignacio) if it is okay to 
show the sample video of said model at this 
stage.
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PARTNERING ACROSS VARIOUS SECTORS TO DRIVE CIRCULARITY
CE as a platform to gain shares of voices in important roundtable discussions.
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PUBLIC AUTHORITIES
Drive enabling regulatory environment. 
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CITIZENS
Raise public awareness on the importance of our marine environment.
Inspire future change makers to advocate for sustainable production and consumption 
and promote circular economy.

PARTNERING ACROSS VARIOUS SECTORS TO DRIVE CIRCULARITY
CE as a platform to gain shares of voices in important roundtable discussions. DRAFT



Circular Explorer helps to tell the story of the plastic pollution problem in the 
country and inspire the public and government leaders to take action
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Circular 
Explorer’s Link 
to the UN SDGs

Image source: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
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https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
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Image source: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
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EPR Image from: 
https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/our-work/extended-
producer-responsibilityImage source: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
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Image source: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
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“...regions vulnerable to flooding often coincide with 
high plastic mobilisation potential during floods. 
Consequently, clean-up, mitigation measures and flood 
risk management are inherently interdependent and 
need to be managed holistically” (Roebroek et al, 2021)
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https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2018/08/11/Manila-B
ay-overflows-floods-garbage.html

DRAFT

https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2018/08/11/Manila-Bay-overflows-floods-garbage.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2018/08/11/Manila-Bay-overflows-floods-garbage.html
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