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C40 Cities

A network of mayors of nearly 100 world-leading cities collaborating to 
deliver the urgent action needed right now to confront the climate crisis. 
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Implementation of high-impact actions is accelerating

In 2023, nearly 100 new high-impact climate actions implemented across all 8 sectors and all 
7 C40 regions bringing the total number of actions implemented to over 1,100
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High-impact actions implemented over time

0

400

800

1,200

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023



Air pollution in nearly all C40 cities is at unhealthy levels 
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100% 
of C40’s Cities exceed the 

WHO AQGs for PM2.5 

415,000
premature deaths each year 

due to poor air quality 

365,000
new cases of pediatric asthma 

each year

Annual Average PM2.5 in C40 Cities



Rapid Success is Possible

7% reduction 
in annual average PM2.5

concentrations in C40 cities since 
2018.
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BEIJING - halved in 10 years

NEW YORK - 40% in 10 years



Drivers of Progress – examples from C40 Cities

6

Bring together mayors to advance world-
leading commitments on clean air and 

climate and inspire changes



Political Champions on air quality and climate agendas
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Heru Budi Hartono
Governor of Jakarta

Sadiq Khan 
Mayor of London 
and Co-Chair of 

C40  

Joy Belmonte 
Mayor of Quezon 

City        

Chadchart Sittipunt
Governor of Bangkok    

Oh Se-hoon
Mayor of Seoul and Vice-

Chair of C40 Steering 
Committee 



C40 Accelerators

Clean Air Accelerator
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Green and Healthy Street Accelerator



57 cities have city-wide air 
quality monitoring

10 cities are shifting away 
from polluting fuels for 
heating

23 cities are procuring only 
zero emission buses 

66 cities have universal 
waste collection

20 cities are expanding
charging station network, 
incentivising electric car uptake, 
& electrifying municipal fleets

23 cities are expanding 
green coverage to better 
respond to climate change 
impacts (e.g. flooding, UHI)

C40 tracks city air quality actions to measure progress
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Political Commitment on air quality and climate agendas
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African Cities for Clean Air 
Mayoral Forum

Green and Healthy Streets 
Roundtable

C40 Mayors Summit



Drivers of Progress – examples from C40 Cities
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Integrate climate, air quality, and health 
into city planning and decision-making 

processes



Tool 1: Integrated framework

A nine-step process for bringing together air quality management & 
climate action planning—in a more efficient, streamlined way
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INTEGRATED AIR QUALITY AND CLIMATE ACTION PLANNING
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Link to report

https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/Clean-air-healthy-planet-A-framework-for-integrating-air-quality-management-and-climate-action-planning?language=en_US


Tool 2: Pathways-AQ Tool
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Scoping level tool for cities to understand air quality (PM2.5) 
& health implications of city-designed climate policies

Uses city’s GHG inventory and scenario modelling as inputs
o GHG, PM2.5 (and precursor) emission factors, 
o Sensitivities that convert change in mass of PM2.5 to change 

in city’s annual average PM2.5, 
o Underlying health data,

Outputs: Change in annual average PM2.5 and the resultant change 
in premature deaths in a given year, resulting from chosen climate 
change mitigation strategies



Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) Climate Action Plan
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Challenges: 
• 4 PM2.5 reference monitors
• No air pollution emissions 

inventory
• No Air Quality Management Plan 

(AQMP)

Success:
• Derived air quality emissions 

based on GHG inventory
• Reflected climate actions in  

AQMP
• Developed joint steering 

committee Link

https://cdn.locomotive.works/sites/5ab410c8a2f42204838f797e/content_entry5ab410faa2f42204838f7990/5ab560bda2f4220acf45cfae/files/Addis_CAP_English_Sep.15_2021.pdf?1635321322


Buenos Aires (Argentina) Climate Action Plan 2050
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Challenges: 
• No PM2.5 monitoring capacity
• No air pollution source apportionment

Success:
• CAP-AQ findings inspired for more 

ambitious commitment towards WHO 
guideline by 2025.

• Directed efforts where potential for PM2.5 
reduction is high.

• Launched “Clean Air Plan” initiative to build 
further interest and resources towards air 
quality management and monitoring.

Link

https://cdn.locomotive.works/sites/5ab410c8a2f42204838f797e/content_entry5c8ab5851647e100801756a3/60be2db4e5a4f200a691392e/files/PAC_2050_-_ENGLISH_.pdf?1623076753


Honorable mentions
Cities aiming for PM2.5 reductions through GHG mitigation
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Bengaluru, India Quezon City, the Philippines



Tool 3: AQUA toolset
Rapid scoping tool to ease integration of climate, air quality, and health into decision-making processes 

Air Quality through Urban 
Actions (AQUA) toolset
• To estimate air quality, 

climate and health and 
economic benefits of policy 
interventions, especially in 
low data settings

AQUA Transport Module is 
designed to calculate emissions 
of air pollutants and 
greenhouse gas from road 
transport.



Quezon City, Philippines: City fleet electrification
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Driving action:
• Bring financial support 

• Ensure clean power

• Inspire behavioral 
change



Lima, Peru: Vehicular Emission Testing Campaign 
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Driving action:
• Insert in the political 

agenda 

• Work with strategic allies 

• Engage with citizens

• Inspire behavioral 
change 

On-road 
transport

Scenario 3:



Thank you
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