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Solutions to Fix the Air Pollution 
Upgrade the Air Pollution Control Policy Framework   

Clean Air Asia, 2018



Key Areas to Focus
Effective Emission Reduction Measures 

Source: Zhang et al. PNAS 2019
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Bring Solutions to Scale
Synergize the Clean Air and Climate Policies  
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Bring Solutions to Scale
Health Matters

Health benefits by strengthening the NAQS, base 
year 2020



Further Discussion

Lessons learned
• Foundation for Policy Making: 

• Role of academic studies—provide evidence and information
• Science-based decision and policy making 

• Strong political will and community willingness:
• Top-down and bottom-up
• Information disclosure and public participation

• Long term perspective and integration:
• Long term expectation: enterprises and consumers
• Address air pollution under the overall framework of sustainable 

development
• Synergistic effect

• Combination of policy tools and action package:
• Command & control-market based instruments-information 

disclosure-public participation-public Interest Litigation 
• Implementation-enforcement-monitoring-supervision-evaluation

Issues of concern
• Least cost solution, cost burden and distribution effects
• Incentives for action

Yuan Xu, 2021. Environmental Policy and Air Pollution in China: Governance and 
Strategy, Routledge, London.
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