
INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.

BRIDGING THE AI EDUCATION GAP IN
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

Driving Digital Development across Asia and the Pacific

Erika Fille T. Legara, Ph.D.
Associate Professor / Aboitiz Chair in Data Science

Asian Institute of Management 



INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.
ERIKA FILLE T. LEGARA, PHD     |    BRIDGING THE AI EDUCATION GAP IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES



INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.
ERIKA FILLE T. LEGARA, PHD     |    BRIDGING THE AI EDUCATION GAP IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

THE GLOBAL AI INDEX



INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.

Master of Science in Business Analytics
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (Hong 
Kong)

International MBA - elective in Business Data 
Analysis
Waseda Business School (Japan)

Master of Science in Data Science
AIM - Asian Institute of Management 
(Phlilippines)

Master of Science in Accounting (Data & 
Analytics)
Singapore Management University (Singapore)

MSc in Data Science and Business Statistics
The Chinese University of Hong Kong (Hong 
Kong)
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Professional MBA - elective in Business 
Analytics
Sogang University (South Korea)

#6

TOP 3 - 2022
EDUNIVERSAL BEST MASTERS

RANKING
Data Analytics
in Far East Asia
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“DEVELOP INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY-
ORIENTED MANAGERS, LEADERS AND 

ENTREPRENEURS WHO WILL TAKE THE LEAD IN 
TRANSFORMING ASIAN BUSINESS AND SOCIETY”
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Jikyeong Kang, President and Dean, AIM



INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.
ERIKA FILLE T. LEGARA, PHD     |    BRIDGING THE AI EDUCATION GAP IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES



INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.

Drive innovation,  provide 
real-world insights,  

mentor students,  and 
bridge academic-industry 

gaps.

Del iver updated 
curriculum, foster crit ical  
thinking,  ensure hands-on 

learning,  and inspire 
future AI leaders.

Enable hands-on training,  
support advanced 

research,  ensure rel iable 
connectivity ,  and faci l itate 

global col laboration.

Boost resources,  enhance 
curriculum relevance, 

provide industry exposure,  
and foster global  academic 

exchanges.

Catalysts and Challenges

BUILDING AI FUTURES
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TRAINED EDUCATORS INFRASTRUCTURE PARTNERSHIPSPRACTITIONERS
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• Limited local  AI  
expertise

• Few mentorship 
opportunit ies

• Lack of hands-on 
industry experience

• Shortage of AI  trainers .
• Limited access to 

continuous 
professional dev’t

• Lack of 
interdiscipl inary DSAI 
education

• Inadequate tech 
resources

• Unrel iable internet 
connectivity

• Lack of SOTA labs and 
faci l it ies

TRAINED EDUCATORS INFRASTRUCTURE

• Diff iculty in forging 
industry-academia 
col laborations

• Limited int ’ l  academic 
partnerships

• Lack of al ignment with 
government init iatives

PARTNERSHIPS

Catalysts and Challenges

BUILDING AI FUTURES
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PRACTITIONERS
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