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Health Care’s Climate Footprint

• Between 4.4% to 5.2% of 
World’s GHG emissions are 
from the Health care sector

• Emissions equal to over 500 
coal gas fired thermal power 
plants

• Over 70% of the global climate 
footprint is from Supply chain 
procurement

Contribution of different sectors to the greenhouse 
gas emissions of the NHS England, 2019 4Virtual Joint Meeting              08-10 March 2022



5



6 |

10 components to build 

climate-resilient health 

systems

Health access to 

climate finance
Health workers trained, 

engaged on climate

Climate informed 

surveillance systems

Resilient, sustainable health 

facilities

WHO Operational Framework for Building Climate-Resilient Health 

Systems (2015)

Strengthen health system resilience to climate change
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WHO Guidance on climate-resilient and environmentally sustainable health 
care facilities

GOAL: To increase the climate resilience of health care facilities to 

protect and improve the health of their communities in an unstable and 

changing climate, while optimizing the use of resources and minimizing 

the release of wastes by becoming environmentally sustainable. 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240012226
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Framework for building climate resilient and environmentally sustainable health care 
facilities



COP26

Health

Programme

Climate-resilient health systems

Promoting healthy NDCs Mobilizing health voices for climate action

Health Leadership in Emissions Reduction



70 Countries committed to build climate resilient &

low carbon sustainable health systems



10 components to build 

climate-resilient health 

systems

COP26 Health Initiatives and Alliance on Transformative Action on 
Climate and Health (ATACH)

Countries commit to: 

• Conduct climate change and health vulnerability and adaptation 

assessments (V&As) at population and/or HCF level; 

• Develop a Health National Adaptation Plan (HNAP) informed by 

the V&A; 

• Use the V&A and HNAP to facilitate health access to climate 
change funding;

• High ambition/high emitters: Commitment to set a target date by 
which to achieve health system net zero emissions (ideally by 
2050). 

• All countries: Commitment to deliver a baseline assessment of 
GHG emissions of the health system (including supply chains)

• All countries: Commitment to develop an action plan or roadmap 
by a set date to develop a sustainable low carbon health system.



COP26/27 Presidency Health Initiatives.

70 countries committed to

• Strengthen health resilience to climate risks

• Build climate resilient, low-carbon health 

systems

ATACH brings together:

Countries, UN Agencies, MDBs, NGOs, technical 

experts

To support delivery through:

Advocacy, technical support, knowledge 

sharing, monitoring and access to finance 

What do countries need? Political ambition



© Photo by Yoshi Shimizu - Fiji

Thank you!!

WHO Climate Change and Health website

atach@who.int; villalobose@who.int

https://www.who.int/health-topics/climate-change
mailto:atach@who.int
mailto:villalobose@who.int



