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Coast Conservation Act, No. 57 of 1981

[Certified on Sth September, 1981]
LD—O 98/78

AN AcT TO MAKE PROVISION FOR A SURVEY OF THE COASTAL
ZONE AND THE PREPARATION OF A COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT
PLAN; TO REGULATE AND CONTROL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES
wrTHIN THE COASTAL ZONE; TO MAKE PROVISION FOR THE
FORMULATION AND EXECUTION OF SCHEMES OF WORK FOR COAST
CONSERVATION WITHIN THE COASTAL ZONE ; TO MAKE CONSEQU-
ENTIAL AMENDMENTS TO CERTAIN WRITTEN LAWS; AND TO
PROVIDE FOR MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL

; THERETO.

BE it enacted by the Parliament of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka as follows :—

1. This Act may be cited as the Coast Conservation Act,
No. 57 of 1981, and shall come into operation on such date
as the Minister may appoint by Order published in the
Gazette (hereinafter referred to as the “ appointed date”).

PART I

ADMINISTRATION

2. The administration, control, custody and management
of the Coastal Zone are hereby vested in the Republic.

3. For the purposes of this Act—

(a) there shall be appointed a Director of Coast Conserva-
tion (hereinafter referred to as “the Director ) ;

(b) there may be appointed—
(i) such number of Deputy Directors and Assistant
Directors ; and
(ii) such other officers,

as may be necessary to assist the Director in the adminis-
tration and implementation of the provisions of this Act.

4, The Director shall be responsible—

(a) for the administration and implementation of the
provisions of this Act;

(b) for the formulation and execution of schemes of work
for coast conservation within the Coastal Zone ; and

(¢) for the conduct of research, in collaboration with
other departments, agencies and institutions for the
purpose of coast conservation.
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5. The Government Agernt of any administrative district
within which any part of the Coastal Zone is situated may,
upon an authorization in writing by the Director and
subject to the general direction and control of the Director,
exercise, perform and discharge within that administrative
district, all or any of the powers, duties and functions con-
ferred or imposed on, or assigned to, the Director by Part III
of this Act.

_6. There  shall be established a Coast Conservation
Advisory Council (hereinafter referred to as “ the Council )
consisting of the following members : —

(c¢) the person for the time being holding the office of
the Secretary to the Ministry of the Minister in
charge of the subject of Coast Conservation, who
shall be the Chairman of the Council ;

(b) a senior officer of the Ministry of the Minister in
charge of the subject of Tourism nominated by such
Minister ;

(¢) a senior officer of the Ministry of the Minister in
charge of the subject of Shipping nominated by
such Minister ;

(d) a senior officer of the Miristry of the Minister in
charge of the subject of Local Government nomina-
ted by such Minister ;

(e) a senior officer of the Ministry of the Minister in

charge of the subject of Home Affairs nominated
by such Minister ;

(f) 2 senior officer of the Ministry of the Minister in
charge of the subject of Industries nominated by
such Minister ;

{g) the person for the time being holding the office of

the Director, who shall act as Secretary to the
Council ;

() the Director of the body or other person responsible
for aquatic resources, ressarch and development ;

(i) the person for the time being holding the office of the
Land Commissioner or his representative ;

(7) the person for the time being holding the office of
the General Manager of the Urban Development
Authority established by the Urban Development
Authority Law, No. 41 of 1978, or his representative ;

(k) the person for the time being holding the office of
the Director of Irrigation or his representative ;
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(1) three other members appointed by the Minister, one
of whom shall be a member of the academic staff
of one of the Universities in Sri Lanka, one of whom
shall be representative of the voluntary organiza-
tions concerned with the coastal environment and
one of whom shall be representative of the fishing
industry.

A wmember appointed undar this paragraph is
hereinafter referred to as an “ appointed member ”.

7. The funciions of the Council shall be to—

(1) advise the Minister on all development activities pro-
posed to be commenced in the Coastal Zone ;

(1"} review the Coastal Zone Management Plan prepared
in accordance with the provisions of Part II of
this Act and {urnish recommendations, if any,
thereon to the Director ;

{¢) review the environmental impact assessments furnish-
ed to the Director in connection with applications
for permits under section 14, and make comments
if any, therecn to the Director;

{d) inform: the Director of the need for schemes of work
within the Coastal Zone, whenever such need arises ;
and

(e) advise the Minister or the Director, as the case may
be, on any other matter relating to coast conserva-
tion that may be referred to the Council by the
Minister or the Director, as the case may be.

8. (1) Every appointed member of the Council shall hold
office for a period of three years, unless he earlier vacates
office by death, resignation or removal.

(2) The Minister may, if he considers it expedient to do
so, by Order published in the Gazette, remove from office
any appointed member of the Council without assigning any
reason therefor and such removal shall not be called in
question in any court.

(3)- An appointed member may at any time resign his
office by letter to that effect addressed to the Minister.
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(4) If an appointed member of the Council dies or resigns
or is removed from office, the Minister may, having regard
to the provisions of paragraph (1) of section 6, appoint
any other person to be a member in place of the member
who dies, resigns or is removed from office.

(5) A member who has been appointed under subsection
(4) shall, unless he earlier vacates his office by death, resig-
nation or removal, hold office for the unexpired period of
the term of office of his predecessor.

(6) Where an appointed member of the Council is by
reason of illness, infirmity .or absence from Sri Lanka
for a period of not less than three months, temporarily
unable to perform the duties of his office, it shall be the
duty of such member to so inform the Minister in writing.
The Minister may, having regard to the provisions of para-
graph (1) of section 6, appoint another person to act in the
place of such member.

(7) Any appointed member of the Council who vacates
office ather than by removal shall be eligible for reappoint-
ment.

9. No act or proceeding of the Council shall be invalid
by reason only of the existence of any vacancy in the Council
or any defect in the appointment of a member of the Council.

10. (1) A meeting of the Council shall be held at least
once in every two months.

(2) The Chairman or in his absence, the Director or in
the case of the absence of both, a member elected by the
members present, shall preside at meetings of the Council.

(3) All questions for decision at any meeting of the Coun-
cil shall be decided by the vote of a majority of the members
present. In the case of an equality of votes, the member
presiding shall have a casting vote.

(4) The quorum for any meeting of the Council shall be
seven members and subject to the provisions of this se¢fion,
the Council may regulate its own procedure.
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PART II
CoAsTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT

11. (1) As soon as practicable after the appointed date,
the Director shall cause a survey to be made of the Coastal
Zone and shall prepare a report based on the results of such
survey. The report shall include—

(a) an inventory of all structures, roads, excavations,
harbours, outfalls, dumping sites and other works
located in the Coastal Zone;

(b) an inventory of all coral reefs found within ihe
Coastal Zone ;

(c) an inventory of zll commercially exploitable mineral
deposits, both proven and suspected, located within
the Coactal Zone;

(d) an inventory of all areas within the Coastal Zone ot
religious significance or of unique scenic value or
of value for recreational purposes, including those

areas most suitable for recreational bathing ;

ve} an inventory of all estuarine or wetland areas within
the Coastal Zone with an indication of their signifi-

cance as fisheries or wildlife habitat ;

(/) en inventory of all areas within the Ceastzl Zone of
snecial  value for research regarding coasial
vhenomena, including fisheries and shell fisheries,
sea erosion, littoral movements and relzied
subjects ;

(¢) an inventory of all aresas within the Coastal Zone
from which coral, rand, s=a shells or other subs-
tances are regularly removed for commercial or

industrial purposes;

(h) an assessment of the impact of sea erosion on the
Coastal Zone including a quantified indieation, by
geographical location, of the amount of land lost
thereby, an estimate of the ecomomic cost of such
loss and the extent to which human activity has

contributed to such loss;

Survey of
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(i) an estimate of the quantities of sand, coral, sea shells
and other substances being removed from the
Coastal Zone, together with an estimate of the
extent to which such quantities can be supplied
from other sources or other materials and amn
analysis of the economic practicability of doing so;
and

(j) a census, classified by geographical areas, and by
activity, of all workers currently engaged on a
regular basis in the removal of coral, sand, sea
shells or other substances from the Coastal Zone
and a census of the dependants of such workers and
estimate of the per capita income obtained from
these activities.

(2) In preparing the report under subsection (1}, the
Director shall have regard to relevant data and information
collected or compiled by Government departments, institu-
tions and other agencies, and it shall be the duty of the
heads of such departments, institutions and agencies to
furnish any such data or information as may be reasonabiy
required by the Director for the purpose of preparing such
report.

12. (1) The Director shall, not later than three years
after the appointed date, submit to the Council a compre-
hensive Coastal Zone Management Plan (hereinafter
referred to as “the Plan”), based on the results of the
survey made in pursuance of section 11. The Plan shall

include—

(a) the guidelines to be used in determining the suita-
bility of particular development activities in the
Coastal Zone;

(b) proposals which deal with the following subjects :—
(1) land use;

(ii) transport facilities;

(iii) preservation and management of the scenic and
other natural resources ;

{iv) recreation and tourism ;

(v) public works and facilities, including waste
disposal facilities, harbours, and power
plants;

(vi) mineral extraction;

(vii) living resources ;
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(viii) human settlements;
(ix) agriculture ; and
(x) industry,

within the Coastal Zone;

(c) proposals for the reservation of land or water in the
Coastal Zone for certain uses, or for the prohibition
of certain activities in certain areas of the Coasta}
Zone ;

(d) a comprehensive programme for the utilizatior of
manpower displaced as a direct result of more
effective Coastal Zone regulation ; and

(e) recommendations for strengthening Govermmentad
policies and powers and the conduct of research
for the purposes of coast conservation.

(2) The Council shall, within sixty days of the Plan
being submitted to it by the Director, make modifications,
if any, to the Plan and submit the Plan to the Minister
for provisional approval.

(3) Upon the submission of the Plan to the Minister
under subsection (1), he shall make it available for public
inspection. Any person may, within sixty days of the date
on which the Plan is made available for public inspection,
submit any comments thereon to the Minister in writing.

(4) At the end of the period of sixty days referred to
in subsection (3), the Minister may provisionally approve
the Plan subject to such modifications, if any, as he may
consider necessary having regard to any comments sub-
mitted to him under that subsection and shall submit the
Plan to the Cabinet of Ministers for final approval. Upon
the approval of the Plan by the Cabinet of Ministars, the
Minister shall cause the Plan to be published in the Gazette.
The Plan shall come into operation on the date of such
publication or on such later date as may be specified therein.

(5) The Plan shall be revised during the period of four
years commencing from the date of coming into operation
of the Plan and within a period of four years from the date
of every revision of the Plan and the provisions of subsec-
tions (2), (3) and (4) shall, mutatis mutendis, apply in
respect of every such revision.
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(6) The Minister may, on the recommendation of the
Council, make such regulations.as may be necessary to give
effect to any of the provisions of the Plan including regula-
tions regulating the use of the foreshore by members of
the public, or any development activity within the Coastal
Zone,

~ (?7) The Minister may make such regulations as may be
necessary to give effect to any of the provisions of the Plan
including regulations restricting and controlling the use
of the foreshore by members of the public or prohibiting or
controlling any development activity within the Costal
Zone. '

13. The Minister may, having regard to the long term
stability, productivity and envircnmental quality of the
Coastal Zone, prescribe the criteria to be used in determin-
ing whether a permit should be issued under section 14 upon
an application made in the behali to the Director after the
appointed date and prior to the date of coming into cpera-
tion of the Plan.

PART III
PERMIT PROCEDURE

i+, (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law,
no ..cson shall engage in any development activity other
than o prescribed development activity within the Coastal
Zone cxcept under the authority of a permit issued in that
ochalf by the Director.

(2) The Minister may, having regard to the effect of
those development activities on the long term stability,
productivity and environmental quality of the Coastal
Zone, prescribe the categories of development activity which
may be engaged in within the Coastal Zone without a
permit issued under subsection (1).

(3) An’ application fgr a permit to engage in ainy
development activity within the Coastal Zone shall be
made to the Director in the prescribed manner. Every such
application shall be in the prescribed form, shall' contain
the prescribed particulars and be accompanied ‘by the
prescribed fee,
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. 15. No permit shall be issued by  he Director under this
Part unless the proposed development activity—

(a) is consistent with the Coastal Zone Management Plan
and any regulations made to give effect to such
Plan, or if the application is received prior to the
date of coming into operation of such Plan,
satisfies the criteria prescribed under section 13, and

(b) will not otherwise have any adverse effect on the
stability, productivity and environmental quality
of the Costal Zone.

18. (1) Upon receipt of an application for a permit to
engage in a development activity within the Coastal Zone,
the Director may require the applicant to furnish an
environmental impact assessment relating to such develop-
ment activity and it shall be the duty of the applicant to
comply with such requirement. Every environmental
impact assessment furnished under this section shall contain
such particulars as may be prescribed.

(2) The Director shall, on reczipt of an environinental
impact assessment furnished to him by an applicant in
compliance with any requirement imposed on such applicant
under subsection (1)—

(a) submit a copy oi such assessment to the Council for
its comments, if any; and

(b) by notice published in the Gazette, notify the place
and times at which such assessment will be available
for inspection by the publie, and invite the public
to make its comments, if any, thereon. .

(3) (a) The Council shall, within sixty days of an
environmental impact assessment being submitted to it
under- subsection (1), make its comments, if any, thereon
to the Director.

{b) ‘Any member of the public may within thirty days
of the date on which a notice under paragraph (b) of sub-
saction (2) relating to such assessment is published in the
Gazetté'make his comments, if any, thereon to the Director.
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(4) In deciding whether to issue a permit under section
14 authorizing a person to engage in a development activity
within the Coastal Zone, the Director shall have regard to
any comments made under subsection (3) on the environ-
mental impact assessment, if any, relating to such activity
and any development projects commenced by the Urban
Development Authority in any area declared to be an
urban development area under the provisions of the
Urban Development Authority Law, No. 41 of 1978.

(5) The Director shall, within sixty days of the receipt
by him of any comments made under subsection (3), make
the decision referred to in subsection (4)-

17. The Director may attach to any permit issued under
this Part, such conditions as he may consider necessary for
the proper management of the Coastal Zone, having regard
to the C.oastal Zone Management Plan, or to any scheme
of work for coast conservation.

18. (1) A permit issued under section 14 shall remain in
force for such period as the Director may specify therein.

(2) The holder of a permit may, not less than one month
prior to the date of expiration of such permit, apply for a
renewal of such permit. An application for renewal of a
permit shall be in the prescribed form and shall be accom-
panied by the prescribed fee.

(3) Where the holder of a permit desires to transfer the
permit to another person, such holder may apply to the
Director for permission to effect such transfer, and the
Director may by order permit such transfer subject to the
payment of the prescribed fee.

19. The Director may make an order varying the condi-
tions attached to any permit issued under section 14 or
revoking such permit if he is satisfied that—

(a) the permit-holder has contravened any of the
conditions attached to such permit; or

(b) such variation or revocation is necessary as expedient
for the proper management of the Coastal Zone.
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An order of the Director varying the conditions attached
to a permit issued under section 14 or revoking such permit
shall state the grounds therefor, and the Director shall
cause a copy of such order to be served on the permit-holder.

20. (1) Where any condition attached to a permit issued
under section 14 requires the execution by the permit-
holder, of a scheme of work and where the permit-holder
fails to execute such scheme, the Director may, by notice
in writing, require the permit-holder to execute within such
period as may be specified in such notice, such scheme.

(2) Where a person on whom a notice is issued under
subsection (1) fails to execute the scheme of work referred
to in such notice within the period specified therein, the
Director may, after offering that person an opportunity to
show cause, execute such scheme and shall be entitled to
recover the costs thereof from such person.

21. Any person aggrieved by an order of the Director re-
fusing to issue a permit under section 14, or an order under
subsection (3) of section 18 refusing to permit the transfer
of any such permit or an order under section 19 varying
the conditions attached to any such permit or revoking any
such permit or requirement imposed by the Director under
subsection (1) of section 20 may, within thirty days of the
date of the notice imposing such requirement or such order,
at the case may be, appeal therefrom to the Secretary to the
Ministry of the Minister in charge of the subject of Coast
Conservation. The decision of the Secretary on any such
appeal shall be final.

22, Nothing in this Part of this Act shall be read and
ccé}\strued as requiring a person to obtain a permit under
Se;(:;éop 14 foij the maintenance or dredging of existing
ngyigaﬁpn channels if the dredged spoils are deposited in
disposal areas approved by the Director.
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PART IV

(GENERAL

23. (1) Notwithstanding anything in section 14, where
any person who was engaged, on the day immediately
preceding the appointed date, in any development activity
within the Coastal Zone, being an activity which was lawful
according to the law in force on that date makes, within
twenty days of the appointed date, an application for a
permit under section 14 in respect of that activity, it shall
be lawful for such person to engage in that activity until
the determinatiton of that application.

(2) Where an application made by a person referred to
in subsection (1) for a permit under section 14 is refused by
the Director and such person is compelled, in consequence
of such refusal, to abandon any equipment or fixtures used
for, cr in connection with, the aevelopment activity in
respect of which that aprlication was made, such person
shall be entitled to reasonable compensation for the

equipment or fixtures so abandonszd.

24, (1) The Director or any officer authorized by him in
writing, may issue permits subject to such conditions as he
may impose having regard to the Pian, for the occupation,
for any period not exceeding three years, of any part of
the foreshore or bed of the sea lying within the Coastal Zone.

(2) The Director may, after such inquiry as he may deem
necessary, cancel any permit if he is satisfied that the
permit-holder has contravened any of the conditions attached

to such permit.

(3) Any person aggrieved by axa order of the Director or
of any officer authorized in writing by the Director refusing
to issue a permit under subsection (1) or cancglling a
permit under subsecticn (2) may appeal therefrom to the
Secretary to the Ministry of the Minister in charge of the
subject of Coast Conservation. The decision of “t;l;ie'

Secretary on any such appeal shall be final.
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25. (1) Where the Director finds that the quality of the
water in the Coastal the or -the stability of the Coastal
Zone is being adversely affected by the intrusion of any
waste or foreigﬁ matter or by physical activity, he shall—

(a) if the source of such waste or foreign matter is
within the Coastal Zone or if such activity lies
within the Coastal Zone, require, by a notice in
writing, the person responsible therefor to take
such corrective measures as are specified in such
notice or to desist from such activity; and

(b) if the source of such waste or foreign matter, or if
such activity, is not within the Coastal Zone, request
the apprbpriate local authority or agency to take
such measures as may be necessary to prevent such
intrusion or activity.

(2) A local authority or agency to which a request is
made by the Director under paragraph (b) of subsection
(1) shall take all steps within its power to comply with
such request. If a local authority is unable to comply
with any such request, it may mnotify the Director
accordingly and upon such notification the Director shall
take such measures as may be necessary to prevent such
intrusion or activity.

26. It shall be lawful for the Director or any officer
generally or specially authorized by him in writing, at any
reasonable time to enter upon any land within the Coastal
Zone and then do such acts as may be reasonably necessary
for the purpose of executing any scheme of work or of
ascertaining whether the conditions attached to any permit
issued under this Act are being or have been complied
with or of making any survey, examination or investigation,
preliminary or incidental to the exercise of any power or
the discharge of any function under this Act, or any regu-
lations made thereunder.

27. ‘The Director may, by a notice in writing, require any
person engaged in any development activity within the
Coastal Zone under the authority of a permit issued under
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this Act, to furnish him with such returns and information
as may be prescribed and it shall be the duty of such
person to comply with the requirements of such notice.

28. (1) Any person who acts in contravention of the pro-
visions of section 14 shall be guilty of an offence under
this Act and shall on conviction, after summary trial
before a Magistrate, be liable in the case of a first offence,
to a fine not less than five hundred rupees and not
exceeding twenty-five thousand rupees or to imprisonment
of either description to a term not exceeding cne year or
to both such fine and imprisonment, and in the case of
a second or subsequent offence, a fine of not less than one
thousand rupees and not exceeding fifty thousand rupees
or to imprisonment of either description for a term not
exceeding two years or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) Upon the conviction of any person of an offence
under subsection (1), the Magistraie may make order
declaring that any vessel, craft, boat, vehicle, equipment
or machinery used in, or in connection with, the commis-
sion of that offence together with any article or substance
found on board such vessel, craft, boat or vehicle shall be
forfeited. Upon such order, the property referred to in the
order shall vest absolutely in the State. Such vesting
shall take effect—

(a) after the expiration of the period within which an
appeal may be preferred to the Court of Appeal
against the order of forfeiture ; or

(b) where an appeal has been prefered to the Court of
Appeal against the order of ferfeiture, upon the
determination of the appeal confirming or uphold-
ing the order of forfeiture :

Provided, however, that the Court may make order
releasing any vessel, craft, boat, vehicle, equipment,
machinery, article or substance if it is proved that such
vessel, craft, boat, vehicle, equipment, machinery,.article:
or substance belongs to a person other than the person
convicted of the offence and that other person satisfies
the court that he had no knowledge that it'would be used
in, or in connection with, the commission ‘of 'thé offence. -
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29. (1) Any person who—

(a) fails to comply with the requirements of a notice
sent by the Director under paragraph (a) of
subsection (1) of section 25;

(b) resists or obstructs the Director or any officer in
the exercise of any power conferred on the Director
or such officer;

(c) fails to comply with the requirements <i & notice
issued under section 27;

(d) makes any statement, which to his knowledge is
false or incorrect, in any return or information
furnished by him in compliance with a notice
issued by the Director under section 27,

shall be guilty of an offence under this Act and shall on
cenviction, after summary trial before a Magisirate, be
liable to a fine of not less than one thousand five hundred
rupees and not exceeding twenty-five thousand rupees or
to imprisonment of either description for a term not
exceeding six months or to both such fine and imprisonment.

30. (1) Every person who is guilty of an offence under
this Aect, shall, in addition to the fines prescribed under
sections 28 and 29, be liable to a fine not exceeding five
hundred rupees tor each day on which the offence is
continued after conviction.

(2) This Act shall be deemed to be an enactment

enumerated 1n the Schedule to the Informers Reward
Ordinance.

31. (1) No person shall, with effect from the appointed
date, erect or construct any unauthorized structure, house,
hut, shed or other building on any part of the Coastal
Zone.

{2) The Director may, by giving notice to the owner
or occupier, as the case may be, by affixing a notice to
some conspicious part of such structure, house, hut, shed
or other building, direct such owner or occupier to take
down and remove such unauthorized structure, house, hut,
shed or other building within such time as the Director
may specify in the notice,
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(3) Any person aggrieved by any direction of the
Director made under subsection (2) may, within three days
from the affixing of the notice, appeal therefrom to the
Secretary of the Ministry of the Minister in charge of the
subject of Coast Conservation. The decision of the Secre-
tary on any such appeal shall be final.

(4) Where any such structure, house, hut, shed or other
building is not taken down and removed within the time
specified in the notice or within such time as may be
sbeciﬁed by the Secretary when rejecting the appeal, the
Director shall cause the structure, house, hut, shed or
other building to be taken down and removed, and the
expenses incurred by the Director in doing so, shall be
recovered from the owner or the occupier as a debt due to
the State,

32. (1) The Minister may make regulations in respect
of any matter for which regulations are authorized to be
made, or required to be prescribed, under this Act.

(2) Every regulation made by the Minister shall be
published in the Gazette and shall come into operation on
the date of such publication or on such later date as may
be specified in the regulation.

(3) Every regulation made by the Minister shall, as
soon as convenient after its publication in the Gazette, be
brought before Parliament for approval. Any regulation
which is not so approved shall be deemed to be rescinded
as from the date of disapproval, but without prejudice to
anything previously done thereunder. Notification of the
date on which any regulation is so deemed to be rescinded
shall be published in the Gazette.

33. (1) Every permit issued by a Government Agent or
preséribed officer under section 62 of the Crown Lands
Ordinance shall be deemed to be a permit issued under sub-
section (1) of section 24 of this Act.
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(2) Every regulation made under section 59 of the Crown
Lands Ordinance shall be deemed to be a regulation made
under section 32 of this Act.

(3) Every licence granted under section 63 of the Crown
Lands Ordinance shall be deemed to be a permit issued
under section 14 of this Act.

34. Nothing in this Act shall be read and construed as
derogating from the powers or rights of the Republic, in or
over, the Coastal Zone or soil of the Coastal Zone or the
area -of sea declared, under the Maritime Zones Law,
No. 22 of 1976, to be the territorial sea of Sri Lanka.

35. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall
be instituted against the Director, a Deputy Director, any
Assistant Director or any other officer for any act which in
good faith is done or purported to be done by such Director,
Deputy Director, Assistant Director or other officer under
this Act or any regulations made thereunder.

PART V

AMENDMENT AND MODIFICATION OF CERTAIN WRITTEN Laws

36. (1) Where in any written law, there is provision con-
ferring or imposing on any person or authority, any power
or duty—

(a) to grant, in relation to the Coastal Zone, any permit
or other authority authorizing any person to
engage in any development activity ; or

(b) to formulate or execute, in relation to the Coastal
Zone, any schemes of work,

“such provision shall be read and construed as enabling or
. requilx_'i'ngA that person or authority to exercise that power
or to perform that duty only after consultation with the
Minister. in charge of the subject of Caast Conservation.

3—A 57196 (07/31)
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(2) The amendments made by sections 38, 39, 40 and 41
of this Act shall be without prejudice to the generality
of the provisioas of subsection (1).

37. Section 56 of the Housing and Town Improvement
Ordinance is hereby amended by the addition, at the end
of that section, of the following new subsection : —

‘ (4) Nothing in this section shall be read and construed
as empower.ng the Minister to sanction any improvement
scheme framed for any area which is situated within the
Coastal Zone except after consultation with the Minister in
charge of the subject of Coast Conservation.

In this subsection ‘“the Coastal Zone” has the same

meaning as in the Coast Conservation Act, 1981.°,

38. Section 29 of the Town and Country Planning Ordi-
nance is hereby amended by the addition, at the end of that
section, of the following new subsection :—-

“(3) The Minister shall not under section 25 or section
28 provisionally approve or sanction any draft scheme
which conta'ns any provision relating to any area of land
which is situated within the Coastal Zone, except after
consultation with the Minister in charge of the subject of
Coast Conservation.

In this subsection “the Coastal Zone” has the same
meaning as the Coast Conservation Act, 1981.°.

39. Sections 7 and 8 of the Tourist Development Act,
No. 14 of 1968, are hereby repealed.

40. Section 13 of the Mines and Minerals Law, No. 4
of 1973, is hereby amended in subsection (1) of that section
as follows:—

(a) in paragraph (iii) of that subsection, by the suosti-
tution, for the words “ any local authority ”, of the
words “any local authority; and®} and
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{b) by the addition, at the end of that subsection, of the
following new paragraph :—

“ (iv) without the approval of the Minister in
charge of Coast Conservation to mine or
prospect for any mineral ypon land situated
within the Coastal Zone as defined in the
Coast Conservation Act, 1981. 7.

41. The following new section is hereby inserted imme-
diately after section 11, and shall have effect as section 11a,
of the Soil Conservation Act:—

¢ Application 11a. (1) Nothing in section 3 shall be read

of provisions ;4 construed as empowering the Minister
to make any Order under that section in
relation to any area of land situated within
the Coastal Zone.

(2) Every Order under section 3 relating
to any area of land situated within the
Coastal Zone and which is in operation on
the date of coming into force of this section
shall be deemed to be revoked.

(3) Nothing in section 6 shall be read and
construed as empowering the Minister to
make regulations under that section to, or in
relation to, any land situated within the
Coastal Zone.

(4) Every regulation made under section
6 and which is in operation on the date of
coming into force of this section shall be
deemed not to apply to, or in relation to,
any land situated within the Coastal Zone.

In this section “ the Coastal Zone” has the
same meaning as in the Coast Conservaiion
Act, 1981.°.

42, In this Act, unless the context otherwise require—

“coast” means the border of land which is adjacent to
the sea and not covered by sea water ;

“coast conservation” means the protection and
preservation of the coast from sea erosion or
encroachment by the sea, and includes the planning
-and’ management of development activity within
the Coastal Zone :

Insertion of
new section
11a in the
Soil Conser-
vation Act.

Interpreta-
tion.
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“ Coastal Zone ” means that area lying within a limit of
three hundred metres landwards of the Mean High
Water line and a limit of two kilometres seawards
of the Mean Low Water line and in the case of
rivers, streams, lagoons, or any other body of
water connected to the sea either permanently or
periodically, the landward boundary shall extend to
a limit of two kilometres measured perpendicular
to the straight base line drawn between the natural
entrance points thereof and shall include the waters
of such rivers, streams and lagoons or any other
body of water so connected to the sea;

“ coastline * means the line of intersection of the plane of
water at Mean Sea Level with the coast ;

“ development activity ” means any activity likely to alter
the physical nature of the Coastal Zone in any way,
and. includes the construction of buildings and
works, the deposit of wastes or other material from
outfalls, vessels or by other means, the removal of
sand, coral, shells, natural vegetation, seagrass or
other substances, dredging and ﬁlling, land recla-
mation and mining or drilling for minerals, but dees
not include fishing ;

“environmental impact assessment” means a written
analysis of the predicted environmental consequer-
ces of a proposed development activity, and includes
a description of the avoidable and unavoidable
adverse environmental effects of the proposed
development activity, a description of alternatives
to the activity which might be less harmful to the
environment of the Coastal Zone, together with the
reasons why such alternatives were rejected, and a
description of any irreversible or irretrievable
commitments of resources required by the proposed
development activity ;

“foreshore” means that area of the shore of the sea
between the Mean High Water and the Mean Low
Water ;



Coast Conservation Act, No. 57 of 1981 21

“land ” includes the sea bed and anything resting on the
sea bed or shore of the sea;

“local authority” means any Development Council,
Municipal Council, Urban Council, Town - Council
or Village Council, and includes any Authority
created and established by or under any law to
exercise, perform and discharge powers, duties and
functions corresponding or similar to the powers,
duties and functions exercised, performed and
discharged by such Council ;

“material ¥ includes minerals, turf, seagrass and any
other vegetation ;

“Mean High Water line ¥ means plus 0.6 metres from the
Mean Sea Level ;

“Mean Low Water line” means minus 0.6 metres from
the Mean Sea Level ;

“scheme of work ” in relation to coast conservation or the
Coastal Zone means any work of construction,
alteration, demolition, excavation, reclamation,
repair or maintenance and includes dredging and
drilling, the removal or dumping of any material
or the sowing or planting of vegetation, for the
purpose of protecting the Coastal Zone from sea
erosion or encroachment by the sea, or for the
development of the Coastal Zone ;

1 bt

sea” includes the water of any channel, creek, bay,
estuary or any river extending upto the furtherest

point to which the tide flows;

“straight base line ” means the base line specified in the
Proclamation made under section 2 of the Maritime
Zones Law, No. 22 of 1976, declaring the territorial
sea of Sri Lanka, being the base lines from which
the limits of such territorial sea are measured ; and

“ferritorial sea” means the area of sea declared to be
the territorial sea of Sri Lanka by the Proclama-
tion made under the Maritime Zones Law, No. 22
of 1976.
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PART I: SECTION (I) -GENERAL

Government Notifications

APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY TO TEE INLAND
REVERUE REVIEW BOARD

AMr, C. de A. Gunswardens, Deputy Commissjioner of Inland
Revenue has boen appointed as the Organising Secretary of the
Inland Revenue Review Board in addition to his duties with
cffect from 15.07.1933 by tho Hon. Minister of Finance and
Planning in terms of Section 70(2) of the Income Tax Ordinance
Section 98(2) of the Inlarid Revenue Act, No. 4 of 1963 and
Section 118(2) of the Inland Revenue Act, No. 28 of 1979,

DR, W. M. TILAXARATNA,
. Secretary,
Ministry of Finance and Planning.
Ministry of Finance and Planning,
Colomblo 1, -
24th August, 1983.
9-335

COAST CONSERVATION ACT, No. 57 OF 1981
Order under Section 1

BY virtug of powers vested in me by Section I of the Coast
Conservation Act, No. 57 of 1981, I, Michdel Festus Wenceslaus

Perera, Minister of Fisheries, do by this order, declare
1st October; 1983 as the appointed date for the cummencement

of operations of the above mentioned Act.
FEsTUs PERERA,
Minister of Fisheries.
Colombo, 31.08.1983.
9-336/1—

L.D.—B.1/82
THE COAST CONSERVATION ACT,-No. 57 OF 1981

Rogulations made by the Minister of Fisheries under Section

32 read with Sections 13, 14, 16 and 18 of the Coast Consorvation
Act, No. 57 of 1981. : .

Festus PERERA,

Minister of Fisheries.

Colombo, 31.08.1983..

Regulations

1. These regulstions may be cited as the Coast Conservation
Regulations, No. Y of 1933.

2. The critaria to be used in datarmining whether a permit
h?uﬁibbo issued for ony developmont activity under soction 14
snal Q — ’ . ’

(a) that the proposed developrient activity shall not infringe

upon tho right of accoss to ths beach by tha publio;

(b) that tho propos:d-development gotivity. shall not causo an

Qg)g;;_se, lmpact on the coastal zone ur any part thareof, so
29 to —

(i) rosult in tho dischargs .of . unscceptable lovels of
efflucats or toxio substances ;

(1) to reduce this quality of beaches or affect thoir pro-
sarvation ;

(iil) dislocats any existing shing activities ;

(iv) affoct the ¢co-system where such development activity
is_16¢8ted .in or &djacent to an ares dodlated Bs o
marine sanctuary.

(¢} that the development aotivity shall not bs sited or
located—

(i) within an area resarved orin uss as a place of religious

wdrship or for the performance of any religious rites ;

(ii} within an arco'reserved orin usa as a wikd Jif habitat;

(iii) within an area veserved for tho purpose of recreation
Ly the publio.

(d) .that the proposed dovelopment aotivity shall be sited s0 as
to allow an sdequate buffer zone -to sccommodate (tho
dynamics of coastal prooesses.

. 3. 'The oategories of development activity that may be engagod
in without, & permit within the coastal zone shail be —

(a) oultivation of crops; |
(b) planting of treos and other vegetation.

4.. Whoro any development activity is located within an area
deolared to be an urban dovelopment area under the provisions
of the Urban Davelopment Authority Law, No. 41 of 1978, the
requirements of the developmen 1piaus . fthat Authority, shall

be taken into account.
1A
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5. Every application for a permit under soction 14 of this Act
shall bo stibstantially in tho Form A, set out in ths Schedule
heroto and shall be accompnuied with & foo of filty rupeos.

6. The particulars to be furnished for an onvironmeontal
impact assissment under section 16 qf this Act sghall bo —
1(c) description of tle googmpbiéul boundaries of the area

witiha which tho oparations aro to be carried out ;

(b) & description of tho initial ocological stato of tho aros.

(¢) an indicstion of the nature, sums and scopa of tho proposed
oparations ;

(<) a description of the mothods, Installations and other meaas

~ to boused; .
(¢) a descripiion of tho foresccablo direct and indirect long
term aund short term effeots: of the operations on tho
enviroument, including fauna, flora and the coological

balance ;

(/) a statement sciting out the measures propossd to reduce
to tha minircum tho risk ofdamago to tho environment from
carrying out the operations.and, in asddition, possible
altercatives to such measures ;.

(9) anindicetion of tho measures to bo teken fog ths protection
of tha cnvironment from pollution and other edvorso
effccts during end at the end of the propossd oparations;

.- U . .
(k) any other periiculars that may be specified as rzquired by
the Dircctor;
(s) a bricf summary of the essessment.

7. Every spplicstion for o ronewel of 8 permit under saction
18 of this Act shell be substantially in the Form B st out in the
Schedule heretfo accompanied with a feo of fty rupoees. .

8. The fea to c¢fTect a transfer of a pormit under soction 18 of
this Act shall be twenty-Gve rupecs.

9. In theso regulations —

*‘Act'’ means tha Coast Conservation A.ct_, No. 67 of 1981.
Scuﬁnp:pz
Form A
’ ‘(Section 14(3))
Applicotion for a Permit to engage in & d:\'clopmonq'aétiw'izy

1. Full Numg of Applicont (Surtame) r— |
Other Names :
2. Postal Address:
3. (1) Noture of Davelopment Activity, proposed to bo
engaged in;

(i1) Location of such Dovelopment Acti\'it;y —

4. Has tho arca been subject to erosion or sccretion in tho
recent past.

EROSION Yes/No
ACCRETION: Yes/No.

6. How is ths last utilisod ot presect :

6. Has any application for this.purpose been mado to any
other Govt. Ageocy (e.g. Govi. Agent, Local Atythority, Tourist
Board, Urban Develupment Authority ete.). - If 80, givo details :

7. Any other particulars of relovance :

I hoeroby cortify that the partioulars furnished by mo in this
spplicativn atot:udencorrect. Jam aware thatif any particulars
berein orefound to bo falss or incorroct, my application will
be liablo to disqualiSication. ’

Signature of App'licant.

Dato ?

INSTRUCTIONS

(1) Nature of developraent aclivity

(a) “ Davelopmsnt Activity " is definad in thy Coast Consar-
vation Act as follows :

" Any aativily Licely to altdr tha physicsl natufs of the

- Coastal Zono in say way, aud inciud2s thy construction of

buildings and works, tho depasit of wastus or othar matarials

“from outfalls, vesssls or by othar means, ths removal of

sand, ooral, shslls, natural vegstation, s>s2rass or other

su})stancos,_d_redgixug and Slhug, land roclamation, and

milling or drilling for minecrals, but does- not includg

Ashing.” :

Wy

“ ) - .. N .
Coastal Zono " is dofined in tho Coest Conssrvation Act

as follows : ,

* That srea lying within a limit of thras huadrad motors
landwards of tho Mean High Watar Lins and u limit of two
Lilomoters ssawards of ths Mean Low Wetsr Lins ond in
the cess of rivors, streams, lagoons, or any othar body of
water connected to the sea either parmansutly or pariodi-
cally, the landward boundary shall extoud to o limit of two
kilometers moasured parpandicular to ‘the straight liqo
line drawn betwasn ths natural entrancs points thoreof
and shall include the watdes of such rivess, streams and
1&30@5 orany other body of water so connectad to tho ssa’’

(b

~

If the application is for tho construction of any structures,
the dusign drewing from tho foundation upto thy Srst
floor above ground must bo forwurded along with this
application,

—
o
~—

{d) Ifthe application is for dumping or removalof any material
from tha coastal zoaz, volumo of matarial to b duamped or
removed, duration of such activity, end ths mathod of .
removel or dumping should by deseribad in detail ia this
application.

(17) Location of ‘Activity

(0) T'hree copies’ of a Survey Plan prepared by a Licencad

Surveyor, indicating ths location of activity must be

- forwardod along with this application. The plen should

indicato the lice of High \Watar and the limit ot parmanont

vegetation (e.g. Coconut ‘I'rees; other timder tross;

' screw-pins ; pandanug, or'similer shrubs. Bsach crecpars
should not be' considered as permaucnt vegetation).

For Office use only.
’ Pormit Application No.
1. Iju:o of roo.eipt of applijcation :
2. Roleronce Plans, Reposts end Othér Documonts reosived
3..If eny additional ‘iuformation was roqussted, details
of such requests :
4. If tho observations of any other Agonsy wero roquestad
dotsils of such roquests : .
5. Whet.he_r'& Permit is granted : Yos/No
8. . If a pormit is gtanted :
(a) No. of tho Pormit :
(6) Dato of Pormit, ;o
(¢) Validity Period :
(d) Dato of Expiry :
(e) Conditions attached (if any) :

\
7. If pormission is denied, reasons for sugh denial :

(Signature and Designation of Authorised Officer).

Date :
Form B
Application for a renewal of permit to engage in a developmant

activity
1. Number of tho Permit for which this renowal application
is-made : -

2. Espiry dsto of fuoch Permit':————

e
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s A

3. .Namé of Applicant :

4. Postal Address i—

5. TReasons for ronewal :

6. Iicriod .1‘01: which renowal if required :
7. W’hat pereentago of the development sotivity for. which
tho original permit wes issued has boen comploted :

I cortify that the particulars furnished by mo in this application
" are truc and correct. I confirm-that tho conditions statod in the
original perznit havo been strictly adhorcd to by me. I am aware
that if any pa:ticulars contained heroin aro’found to be false or

" inoorrect, my application will be liable to disqualification.:

Signaturo of Applicant.
Dafo : '

{Note.—Renewal application must be made one mpath prior
to date of expiry of tlie permit issued for the purpose).

For Office use only.
Pormit Application No.

I. Dete of receipt of application :

o

If any edditional details wore re.qu'ost'ed, details of such
roquess :

3. Whether o Renewal of Permit was allowod : Yesf{No

4. If arencuelis granted :
(a). No. of tho Renewal Permit ;e
(b) Dato of Permit
(&) Volidity Poriod i
(d)‘.Duba of expiry i—m—————.

»

() Conditions attached (i

fany):

5. If pcrmission is denied, reasons for such denial :-

Signature and Dcar'gr.at;'on of Authorised
Date (. ' Officer.
9-336/2



