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The rising demand for a new type of secondary school

- The implementation of industrialization policies demanded the need for trained and skilled workforce.

- Over 600,000 students chose to leave school for financial issues and low academic performance.

- Legal foundation for the establishment of Open High School was stated in Education Act of 1973 and 

Decree on Standards for the Establishment of Open High School in 1974. 

The development of electronic electricity industry

- The development and commercialization of radio broadcasting

- Korea National Open University was established in 1972.

1973

 Legal basis for the establishment of Open 
High School was enshrined in Education Act

 Research on the establishment of Open High 
School was assigned to KEDI

1974
“To ensure the opportunity for school 

dropouts and teenage workers to learn.”

1977

First Commencement was 
held(2,680 graduates)

 Decree on Standards for the Establishment 
of Open High School was enacted

 11 Open High School were established



1980

7/30 Educational Reform

1997

Test operation of 
the computer-based learning system

7/30 Educational Reform

- The rising demand for the establishment of national lifelong education system 

- The role of Open High School has changed to meet the demand for lifelong learning.

1991

Operation of the local 
government system

The operation of the local government system

- The enhancement of citizenship and participation

- The rules on school operation developed on the basis of province.

2008

Launch of 
online learning platform

The rapid development of Information and Communications Technology

- “Anywhere Anytime Learning”

- Students as active participants in their own learning



2013

2 Open Middle Schools 
were established

2016

“School for You” for students having 
health impairments launched 

Reformation of education system

- The change in Open High School’s student composition(Student athletes, School 

dropouts)

- Flexibility in the application of curriculum(Recognition of Prior Learning)

- Expansion of the use of Open High School’s online learning contents 

2015

“e-School” for student athletes and 
“Online class” for middle school 

students launched

2021

Open Secondary School’s online 
contents were provided for regular 
middle·high school students during 

Covid-19 pandemic





Anyone who is qualified to enter middle/high school is given and equal opportunity to learn 

in Open Secondary School regardless of age.

- As of 2022, 60.5% of Open Middle School students are 60s(2,779).

- Out of 9,711 students in 2022, 70.6% of Open High School students are over 50s(6,855) 

and 11.5% were teenage students(1,118).

- The ratio of teenage students in OHS has stayed above 10% for more than 10 years, 

which reflects the changing demand and expectation for OHS.

<Number of teenage students in OHS(2020-2022)><Student composition in OHS(2020-2022)>

<Student composition in OMS(2020-2022)>



Open High School have given opportunities for students to further their study higher 

education institutions.

- Out of 3,424 graduates in 2021, 1,306 students(38.1%) entered higher education 

institutions. 

- University enrollment rate in Korea is at around 73.7% in 2021.

<Higher education institution enrollment rate(2019-2021)> <Higher education institution enrollment rate in Korea

(2019-2021)>

* ‘Total’ refers to the number of cases in entire high schools in Korea



Blended learning experience

- Face-to-face learning support is given to students during offline classes twice a week.

- Personalized learning for each student is provide via Learning Management System. 

- Online learning content based on the regular curriculum are provided.  

Customized education programs

- Tutoring program: Level specific support program for students to improve basic English 

and Math.

- Lifelong Education program: Special programs are given to students to prevent teenage 

students’ school dropout and to support adult learners’ life planning.

- Career program: Offer on-site consulting service based on test results.

Recognition of Prior Learning 

- Students’ prior learning experiences(GED, Licenses, training courses) is validated and 

accepted as academic credit. 





“Accessibility”: Utilize resources(teachers, teaching 

equipment, classrooms, etc.) from the main school

“Legacy”: Honor of being the alumni of prestigious 

schools

“Decentralization”: School operation is led by 

Metropolitan and Provincial Offices of Education

“Heavy Workload”: Teachers are overloaded with work

“Lack of Flexibility”: Affiliated School’s curriculum 

should correspond to the one in the main school

“Lack of Uniformity”: Difference occur among schools

“Flexibility”: Possible to implement customized 

curriculum base on given education environment

“Diversity”: Able to accommodate with learning 

demands of diverse students

“Centralization”: Able to unify management and 

supervision over entire schools.

“Immense Investment Cost”: Huge initial investment  

is required

“Low School Reputation”: May not be easy to attract 

students



Access to digital 
devices, internet 

connections and data

Technological
Readiness

Accessibility to 
teaching and learning 

with national 
curricula 

Content
Readiness

Teacher & parent 
preparation for online 

learning

Pedagogical and 
Home-Based 

Learning Support 
Readiness

Monitoring remote 
learning process

Monitoring 
and Evaluation 

Readiness

* UNESCO. (2020). COVID-19 Education Response Education Sector issue notes. Issue note n° 2.1, pp.2-3





A.I.

Adapted 
Learning

Self-
regulated 
Learning

Big Data

Learning 
Analytics

[ Exploratory data analysis ]

[ Personalized feedback using A.I. ]
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