












Engagement-conducive project environments are characterized by safety, conduciveness and 
accountability, and help make well-meaning intentions to engage youth possible.



Genuine, shared-value youth-adult partnerships are the foundation of meaningful youth engagement 
practices. These partnerships enable young people to “take a valued position in society” and for 

communities to “benefit from their contributions, ideas and energy” (UNICEF, 2018).



Participation in itself is a complex notion that can be understood in a variety of ways, but it is a core 
ingredient of meaningful youth engagement. Youth participation that promotes meaningful youth 

engagement, it must be rights-based, age and developmentally appropriate, and continuous. 



Meaningful youth engagement both culminates from and leads to a sense of general multidimensional 
empowerment of young people. Youth empowerment has the following characteristics: personal 

empowerment, community impact, and system-level influencing. 

MYE builds a sense of 
ownership, which motivates 

youth to acquire the 
information and learning, 

skills, tools and networks to 
contribute and grow.

Engaged young people create 
“better informed, increasingly 

youth-responsive initiatives 
and ideas”, which can affect 

change in young people’s 
communities.

Empowerment culminates 
with young people’s ability to 
call out and work with system-

level actors to address root 
causes of development issues




