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“Sanitation prevents disease and promotes human dignity and 
well-being, making it the perfect expression of WHO’s definition of 
health, as expressed in its constitution, as “A state of complete 
physical, mental, and social well-being, and not merely the 
absence of disease or infirmity...

The guidelines recognize that safe sanitation systems underpin 
the mission of WHO, its strategic priorities and the core mission of 
ministries of health globally.”

WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 1 October 2018
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Why are health-based Sanitation Guidelines needed?

• Evidence on sanitation shows less health impact than expected

• Ministries of Health role in sanitation has declined over the last 50 years

• Sanitation is critical to get out of health response-mode (e.g. Cholera, 
typhoid), to sustain progress and eliminate disease (e.g. NTDs), and to 
also to combat Antimicrobial Resistance   

• There is a lack of public health guidance covering all aspects –
technology, behavior change, policy, legislation
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Objectives:

• Maximise the health impacts of sanitation 
interventions and

• Articulate the role of health sector in sanitation

Audiences

• Health and non-health actors involved in sanitation
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CORE RECOMMENDATIONS

2.   Safe sanitation chain

• Containment, transport, treatment, end use/disposal

• Context specific technologies and services (i.e. technology agnostic)

• Incremental improvement based on local level risk 
assessment (e.g. SSP)

• Protection of sanitation workers

1 .  Universal safe toilets that contain excreta
• Entire community coverage with a minimum level of service 
• Using demand side and supply side approaches concurrently
• Shared/public if necessary, to reach everyone
• All settings (schools, HCF, etc) 
• Equitable progress

3.  Sanitation as part of local services

• Efficiency with other local services 
(solid waste, transport, etc).

• Sustainability and health impacts through 
coordination with other interventions, water 
supply, hygiene, animal waste, child faeces

4.  Role of the health sector

• Increasing health sector engagement in core 
functions  (but not taking on functions that 
are better done by others)

Derived from comprehensive evidence review and wide expert, and end user input
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Role of the Health Sector

a. Contribution to sanitation sector planning and coordination

b. Ensuring health protective norms and standards

c. Adding sanitation in health policies where necessary for 
primary prevention

d. Including sanitation within health surveillance

e. Including sanitation promotion and monitoring within 
health service delivery

f. Sanitation in healthcare facilities for IPC (patients, staff and 
carers) and to prevent community exposure to facilities 
waste. 

Bartram & Rehfuess 2010

Environmental 
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mediated 
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Primary leadership 
and direct action



An example of WASH and Health Sector collaboration in practice 

A new WASH-NTD strategy 
to action new WASH targets 

in the NTD roadmap

4 Strategic 
Objectives



An example of WASH and Health Sector collaboration in practice 

Online and PDF tools to: 
1) Set the programme vision  2) Build partnerships
3) Analyse the situation 4)Plan and design programmes
5) Implement, monitor & evaluate, adapt



THANK YOU
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An example of WASH and Health Sector collaboration in practice 

Lymphatic filariasis / 
importance of water and 
soap for managing 
morbidity


