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Air Pollution & WHO South-East 
Asia in brief 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Indonesia, 

DPR Korea, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, 

Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor-Leste

• 11 countries with 1/4 of the worlds 

population (1.9 Billion). Rapid economic 

& social development + urbanization  

• Vulnerable to extreme weather events & 
climate change

• NCDs account for 72% of all deaths in 
SEAR. Air pollution more NCD deaths in 
SEAR than tobacco (20% v 16%) 

• Most of 7 M premature deaths from air 
pollution in South-East Asia and 
Western Pacific regions (2,4M and 
2,2M)

• South-East Asia  HAP  is still the 
dominant  feature but AAP growing   

• Transboundary air pollution (incl within 
country) significant 

• Regional cooperation at early stage 
compared with East Asia 



Technical Capacity Building Needs 
in SE Asia

Using health evidence 

• Insufficient consolidation of available national information on air quality 

and health.

• Limited familiarity with current methodologies utilized for exposure 

modeling, risk assessment and disease burden estimation.

Assessing interventions 

• Inadequate capacities for SDG Target Setting

• Evaluating HAP Interventions

• Evaluating AAP Interventions

Creating additional infrastructure

• Not only AQ monitoring but also ……..

➢ Scientific institutions 

➢ Health practitioners

➢ Enforcement networks
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Two key drivers of WHO action 
on air pollution  



Key pillars of WHO Resolution

Expanding the knowledge base 

WHO Global platform 

for air quality and 

health

Monitoring and reporting

Institutional capacity strengthening Global leadership and coordination

Update of 

AQG SDG

update

Training 

modules for 

health sector

Regional 

Forum 

High-level 

Coalition on 

on Health & 

Energy 



Follow-up to the political declaration of the third high-level 
meetings of the UNGA on the prevention and control of 
noncommunicable diseases 

Evidence of effectiveness 
of sectoral policies
Synthesis of cost-
effectiveness analysis on air 
pollution / building the 
investment case



Recommended actions and tools for practitioners   - policy makers, 

city-level administration, community health workers, health officials, 

WHO and UN partner agencies and NGOs
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Identifying the best policy 
options to address air pollution

• Compendium of existing 

technical guidielines from 

UN sources 

• Covers some 270+ references 

• Sector principally involved

• Level of implementation

• Type of instrument 

• Classified using International 

Classification of Health 

Interventions
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National NCD Capacity 
assessment 2020 in SE Asia 

• New assessment - looks at areas of major 

progress with tackling NCD in SE Asia 

• Regional Action Plan for Prevention and 

Control of NCD 2013-2020

• SE Asia first WHO Region to include air 

pollution in the framework of NCD action 

plan.

• 7/11 countries have indicator for 

Household Air Pollution 

• 5/7 have a target for national reduction

• Report identifies number of areas of areas 

of improvements for NCD prevention & 

Control – synergies with air pollution 

needed 
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^

Household Air pollution remains 
one of the significant policy area 
in the South-East Asia
Many countries  face limited reduction in use of polluted fuel over the past 20 years 

% Population using polluting fuels for household cooking Trends in the reduction over 16 year period
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HEART is the one of the modules of the WHO 

Clean Energy Toolkit which focuses on 

identifying key stakeholders working on 

household energy and health 

Pilot completed in two states in India –

Maharashtra & Rajisthan

Enables a holistic assessment of household 

energy mix including the opportunities to 

implement the WHO Household Fuel 

Combustion 

Emphasis on shared responsibility, coordinated 

actions and opportunities for public health sector 

Assessments underway in Nepal, Myanmar 

and Timor Leste
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Household Energy Assessment Rapid Tool (HEART) 

WHO Clean Household Energy 
Toolkit (CHEST) 
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Maldives became the first Breathelife

Member in SE Asia in 2018 

Now 11 members in the region 

• India – 4 cities &  1 community 

area

• Nepal – 2 cities

• Indonesia – 3 cities

• Maldives (Greater Male) 

• More cities in SE Asia interested to 

join Breathelife stimulated by 

national developments such as the 

Indian National Clean Air 

Programme

• A regional meeting to discuss 

acceleration of action against air 

pollution in cities was planned for 

2020 – now will be held 2021

• Links to WHO Urban Health & 

Climate Action in cities & other city 

level initiatives. 
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India – building on national 
climate change programme



• WHO air pollution roadmap & resolution &  NCD prevention & control 

identified as two of main drivers for WHO actions & country support.

• Household air pollution remains of high priority for the region – which 

there has been limited change over the last 20 years 

• Opportunities for linking with agenda on Climate Change remain to be 

fully exploited at national level – although some positive signs in some 

countries

• More concerted effort & coordinated actions needed at national, 

regional and global level

Summary 



Thank you


