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Recent migration trends to OECD 
and selected non-OECD countries 
from Asia



Migration is growing, although at a lower rate 
than in the late 2000s
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Source: United Nations Department for Economic and Social Affairs. International migrant stock 2017.

International Migrant Stock by Region of Destination, Annual rate of change, 
1990–2017



Asia accounts for a growing share of 
overall migration to the OECD

Source: OECD International Migration Database.

Migration flows from Asia to OECD 
Countries, 2000-2016

Top 15 Asian countries of origin 
for migration to OECD countries, 
2016
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Small decrease in  permanent migration to 
the OECD in 2017

Evolution of permanent migration inflows to OECD countries

Source  International Migration Outlook, (OECD, 2018)



All categories of temporary migration to the 
OECD are increasing (except ICTs)

Temporary labour migration flows, 2016

Source: International Migration Outlook (OECD, 2018)

Thousands
(2016)

Evolution % 
(2015-2016)

No countries 
included

Seasonal workers 685 +30 13

Intra-company transferees 153 -2 11

Posted workers(intra-EU/EFTA) 1537 +8 25

Trainees 140 +7 12

Working holiday makers 477 +1 15



More than 4 million temporary workers 
entered OECD countries in 2016

Inflows of temporary workers to the OECD, 2016

Source : International Migration Outlook 2018



Most H-1B Visas Delivered in the USA g 
to Indians and other Asians
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International students flows from Asia are 
also increasing
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A. Number of foreign students by region of origin                                         B. Share of Asia as region of origin

Share of Asia in Global International Student Mobility, 2016
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International Students are dominated by 
inflows from Asia

A. Region of origin of internationally 
mobile students in OECD countries     

B. Main OECD destination countries for 
Asian students
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The labour market 
integration of Asian 

migrants in OECD countries



Migrants from Asia have recovered from the crisis faster 
than other migrants in most OECD countries

Employment rate Unemployment rate Participation rate

Res idence Place of bi rth

2008 2012 2017
Change 

2012/2017
(% pts)

2008 2012 2017
Change 

2012/2017
(% pts)

2008 2012 2017
Change 

2012/2017
(% pts)

United States Asia 72.2 68.1 70.5 2.3 3.9 5.9 3.1 -2.8 75.1 72.4 72.7 0.3

Foreign-born 70.8 67.7 71.0 3.3 5.9 8.1 4.0 -4.1 75.2 73.7 74.0 0.3

Native-born 69.4 65.6 68.5 2.9 6.0 8.3 4.6 -3.7 73.8 71.5 71.8 0.3

Canada Asia 69.9 69.9 72.8 2.9 7.1 8.1 6.2 -1.9 75.3 76.1 77.6 1.5

Foreign-born 70.7 70.1 72.8 2.7 7.2 8.4 6.8 -1.6 76.1 76.5 78.1 1.6

Native-born 74.3 72.6 73.7 1.1 6.0 7.1 6.3 -0.8 79.0 78.1 78.6 0.5

Australia Asia 67.6 67.0 68.1 1.1 5.8 5.7 6.1 0.4 71.8 71.1 72.5 1.4

Foreign-born 69.8 70.0 70.8 0.8 4.7 5.4 5.9 0.5 73.2 74.0 75.2 1.2

Native-born 75.0 73.6 74.3 0.7 4.2 5.3 5.7 0.4 78.2 77.8 78.8 1.0

European OECD Asia 63.2 62.0 64.9 2.9 7.5 10.0 7.5 -2.5 68.3 68.9 70.1 1.2

countries Foreign-born 66.8 62.6 63.4 0.8 9.3 15.5 13.1 -2.4 73.6 74.1 73.0 -1.1

Native-born 65.8 63.6 66.4 2.8 6.3 10.7 8.1 -2.6 70.3 71.2 72.3 1.1

Labor Market Indicators for Native and Foreign-Born in the United States, Canada, 
Australia, and in the European OECD countries, 2008-2017



A short update on the 
“refugee crisis” in Europe



An unprecedented number of asylum 
applications across OECD countries

Evolution of the number of new asylum seekers, 1980-2018

Source : International Migration Outlook 2018

• World refugee population: 20 million (under UNHCR mandate)
• OECD refugee population: 6 million, including 3.5 million in Turkey
• Number of refugees in OECD countries tripled since mid-2013
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Marine arrivals are mostly from Africa 
and Southwest Asia, and declining

2018 landings on European shores



Asylum inflows have been concentrated 
in a few countries
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For further information:
www.oecd.org/migration

jean-christophe.dumont@oecd.org
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Thank you for your attention

http://www.oecd.org/migration
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