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Key points 

1. Build on lessons from the MDG monitoring and evaluation experience 
(MDG-7) 

2. Recognize the multiple roles of monitoring and their use in decision-making 

3. Establish indicators and baselines early in the process 

4. Link data on past trends to projections, scenarios and transition pathways 

5. Build on existing data, indicators and reporting mechanisms but also invest 
in capacity and institution building 

6. Get ready to integrate multiple types of data from multiple sources 

7. Develop integrated assessment capacity that can make sense of SDGs as a 
system of targets, with tradeoffs and synergies in mind 

8. Coordinate monitoring and reporting across scale 

9. Build in engagement 

10. Make access to up-to-date indicators, progress reviews and projections easy, 
free, relevant, interactive, user friendly, attractive… 

 

L. Pinter 2 



Key points 

1. Build on lessons from the MDG monitoring and evaluation experience 
(MDG-7) 

2. Recognize the multiple roles of monitoring and their use in decision-making 

3. Establish indicators and baselines early in the process 

4. Link data on past trends to projections, scenarios and transition pathways 

5. Build on existing data, indicators and reporting mechanisms but also invest 
in capacity and institution building 

6. Get ready to integrate multiple types of data from multiple sources 

7. Develop integrated assessment capacity that can make sense of SDGs as a 
system of targets, with tradeoffs and synergies in mind 

8. Coordinate monitoring and reporting across scale 

9. Build in engagement 

10. Make access to up-to-date indicators, progress reviews and projections easy, 
free, relevant, interactive, user friendly, attractive… 

 

L. Pinter 3 



Lessons from MDG-7  
progress monitoring and review 

• Representation of environmental issues in the 
MDGs (through MDG-7) was symbolic and 
fragmentary, not based on a whole-system 
sustainable development framework 

• There’s been no resource mobilization in support 
of the institutional foundations of monitoring and 
reporting at the scale needed 

• Consequently, consistent reporting is constrained 
by weaknesses in statistical monitoring and Earth 
observation systems – and data 
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Links to reports: 
 
• https://www.iisd.org/pdf/2009/brochure_bellagiostamp.pdf 
• http://www.asef.org/images/stories/publications/ebooks/ASEF_Report_Sustainable-Development-

Goals-Indicators_01.pdf 
• http://asef.org/images/stories/publications/documents/ENVforum-Part_II-

Measuring_Sustainability.pdf 
• http://www.icsu.org/publications/reports-and-reviews/review-of-targets-for-the-sustainable-

development-goals-the-science-perspective-2015/SDG-Report.pdf 
• http://www.iisd.org/publications/global-goals-and-environment-progress-and-prospects 
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Source: Nature 

Source: http://www.nature.com/ 
climate/2008/0807/fig_tab/climate.2008.59_F1.html 

http://www.nature.com/
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climate/2008/0807/fig_tab/climate.2008.59_F1.html 

target 

http://www.nature.com/


Key points 

1. Build on lessons from the MDG monitoring and evaluation experience 
(MDG-7) 

2. Recognize the multiple roles of monitoring and their use in decision-making 

3. Establish indicators and baselines early in the process 

4. Link data on past trends to projections and transition pathways 

5. Build on existing data, indicators and reporting mechanisms but also invest 
in capacity and institution building 

6. Get ready to integrate multiple types of data from multiple sources 

7. Develop integrated assessment capacity that can make sense of SDGs as a 
system of targets, with tradeoffs and synergies in mind 

8. Coordinate monitoring and reporting across scale 

9. Build in engagement 

10. Make access to up-to-date indicators, progress reviews and projections easy, 
free, relevant, interactive, user friendly, attractive… 

 

L. Pinter 11 



L. Pinter 12 
Source: http://www.nature.com/climate 
/2008/0807/fig_tab/climate.2008.59_F1.html 
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Transition pathway planning 
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Source: ASEF 
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THANK YOU 

 

pinterl@ceu.edu 
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