The Law of Llhbe Republic of Armenlia

"Ahout Nature Reserves"

This Law regulatss tne relaticons that arise in the
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formaticn and creservaclon of nature raservas.

Part I

General Provisions

Article 1. The Legislation on Nature Reserves

I

The crder cf Zormaticn, organization, praservation and uss of

F

nature reserves ara determined by this Law and by other legal
ne Ramiolio of Avmenia anacted in conformicy wich 4o,
ticle 2. Aims of the Legislation con Nature Reserves.

r
The aims of the lsgislation on nature resserves are the

- preservation and reproduction of nature standards and
QL 2cosystams;
- preservation of natural monuments;

- pregervaticon of diversity of biological species;
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cianrcific vasearch »f narnral phenomena:

- supervision over the state of the environment;
- ecological education as well as use of natural cbjects
for recrezationair and learning purpeses 1n  cases
stcipulated by law.
Article 3. Status of Nature Reserves.
Nature reserves are those allocated (in a manner stipulated by
law] tracts of land with surface and subterranean waters,
mineral rescurces, filiora and fauna, 38 well as individuatl

natural objects which are of special ecological, scientific,

medicinal, cultural, aesthetic value and which entirely or



The nature reserves call be granted the status of State
conservancies, National parks, State preserves and of natural
monruments.,

To minimize or exclude negative impact of economic activitles
on natural reserves, the protective pbelts are fixed by the
Government of the Republic of Armenia.The size, conditions and
r=gime of a protcctive belt are et by the Statutes of a given
~ature reserve and are to be subsegquently confirmed by zhe
Government of cthe Republic of Armenia.

~he nature reserves are taken into consideration wren programs
of economic and social development and land-use schemes ars
desianed and when the frontiers of adninistrative and
torial units are detarmined, Privatization of land of the

naturs reserves is prohibized.

Article 4, State Cadastre of Nature Reserves.

The State cadaster of nature reserves 1s a system ¢f documents
and information about zheir legal status, gualitative and
quantitative descriptions, about objects of ecological,
scientific, cultural and other national economic value
therein, and about land-use.

The Stace cadastre of the nature reserves ls compiled with the
aim of securing their vlanning and preocrvation, of ensuring
the State supervision over scientific research and
implementation of proper regimes, as well as of taking them
into consideration when the ©plans of soclio-economic
development are worked out and the decisions on distribution
of farces of production are made.

The State cadastre of the nature reserves is compiled at che
expense of the national budget.

The urder of keeping the State cadastre of the nature reserves

is determined by the Government of the Republic of Armenia.

Part IT

The Formation Order of the Nature Reserves
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Article 5. The Formation of Nature Reserves.

The nature reservaes are Iormed by the Sovernmenc of the
Republic of Armenia. The decision on granting the Lracts of
land {wataer arsas) and the obijects the scatus of Stats
preserve Oor that of a natural monument 1s made by the local
vody of the State administration and is subseguently submitted

To ohe Suverament (or conlliuaolon,

Article 5. The Order of Organization of Nature Reserves.
The organization of zhe natures reserves is dene on the basis
of the systematized long-term projects and specially

alaborated schemes for environmencal protection which ars

drawn by the respective resaarch, research-and-producticn and
dasign Institutes and crganizations at the expense oI the
national udget

Article 7. The Order of Conservancy of Nature Reserves.

Simultareously with +the discussion o©f an application
containing the proposal to grant a nature reserve status to an
scasystem nr an obiaect for their better preservatiocn, the
icczl body o©f State adminlstration makes a conservancy
decision for the tract of land viewed as a nature reserve and
1ssues a corresponding Act whereby the economic activities of
the users-of this tract of land are restricted or, 1f needs

terminated.
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Stace plans for the use of this land for economic purposes

" brought into conformity with the enacted Conservancy aco.
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Part III

State Conservancies

Article 8. The Status of State Conservancies,



The State c¢onservancy 1s an area {of land or water) which
presents acological, scilentific, nistorical cultural interest
and which is endowed with special aesthetic and environmental
protecticn IZeatures and where the develooment processes of
natural environment take place without the immediate
interference of humans.

A Strate rmongevvancy has the starus af an s2stablishment for
environmental protectlion and rasearch and enjoys the rights of

a juridical person.

Article 9. The Conditions and Regime of a State
Conservancy.
Any activities which might violate the development of natural
procasses are prohibited on the territory of the State
conservancieg (Mature conservancles) .
Within the area of the State conservancies the following
activities are prohibited:
- exploitation O water resources and any activities that
might disturb the water balance;
- congtruction and exploitation of economic and housing
facilities, buildings, etc., construction of roads,
pipelines, power transmission lines and of other service
lines {(with the exreption of buildings, facilitiegs and
installations necgessary for the activities of a given
establishment) ;
- hunting, tishing, infringement on the envirconmental
conditions of the animal wildlife;
- introduction of new species of animals and plants as
well as any activities aimed at increasing the total
number of individual species;
- making a ceollection, wikth fthe exception of the
materials intended for the regearch work to be conductead

within the territory of the State conservancy;



- utilization of chemical weed-killers and pest-killers
for the purprnzes nf fercilizarion and fighting the Deshs:
- geological explorations, exploitation o©f mineral
resources, damage of topsoil, exploitation of ore strata,
Juts and rocKk QULCYOpSs;

- felling of trees, collection of plants, flowers and
seeds, grazing of livestock, mowing and other damage to
undergrowth;

- traffic of engine- and caterpillar transport beyond the
roads and waterways in ganaral usa;

- traffic of mechanical transport and its parking beyond
the roads or specially assigned paxking-lots;

- any other activities which cause damage to ecogystems
and objects or threaten the praservation of objects of

cultural or scientific value.

Daxt IV

National Parks

Article 10, The Status of National Parks.

The National park is an area ({of land or water} which
incorporates ecosystems and objects of special ecologilcal,
historical <cultural and aesthetic wvalue which, due ¢to
favorable conjunction of natural and axtificial escenery, =an
be made use of for the recreational, historical cultural and
scientific purposes.

A gilven area 1s assigned to a National park for permanent use
in the manner stipulated by the legiglation.

According to the functional purposes of 1its individual
sections, to the nature of the preservation and utilizaticn

order, a National park is divided into the respective zones,
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of which the areas of the conservancy are declared closed for
aconomic exploltation.

A National park enjoys the status of an establishment for
environmental protecticn and research and enjovs the rights of

a juridical person.

aArticie 11. The Conditions and Regime of National Parks.
The specific regulations are adopted for preserving the
individual sections ©f a National park (the section of
conservancy, the recreationground, etc.) and of utilizaticn of
ecosystems and other objects (taking intc consideration their
acnlogical, racreational., euitural and aesthetical valuel .
Wwithin the area of a National park (with the exception of the
secticn of the conservancy which has the regime set for the
State conservancies) the following actilvitles are prohibiced:

- construction and exploitation of industrial and other

buildings and facilities which are not related to the

functioning of the park;

- geological explorations, exploitation of wmineral

regoitYeeg

- felling of crees (except for reasons of environmental

sanitation);

- introduction and acclimatizacion of new species of

plants and animals;

- any other activities that run counter to the aims and

Statutes of a National park.

Part V

State Preserves

Article 12. State Preserves.
The State preserves are the areas that are set aside (forever

or for a specified period of time) in a manner stipulated by



law and within the boundaries of which safeguarded are the
preservation and reproduction of ecosystems. (and the varieties
of theilr components), which are of scientific, historical
cultural and economic value and of value as standards.

Any activity which causes damage to the scosystems of State
preserves or threatens the preservation of.bﬁﬁects of special
scientific or cultural value is prohibited on the territory of

a State preserve.

Article 13. The Conditions and regime of State Preserves.
Any activity that does not answer the purposes of a State
preserve is restricted or prohibited within the territory of
a Stats preserve.

Principal goals and the peculiarities of the regime of State

preserves are fixed by thelr Stacucca.

Part VI

Natural Monuments

Article 14. Natural Mcnuments.

Natural monuments are the exceptional or typical natural
ubjecls of special scientific and historical cultural value.
The list of these cochiects is compiled by the Government of the

Republic of Armenia.

Article 15. The Conditions and Regime of Natural Monuments.
The preservation regime of natural monuments 1s set by those
Starte bodies which make a decision to grant the status of a
natural monument to an object.

These bodies draw up a prleservatblon Certificate and determin
the establishment which is to be responsible for safeguarding

the preservation of the natural monument.



Part VII

Liability for Violation of Regime of Nature Raserves

Article 16. Liabilitcy for vicolation ©f Regime of Nature
Reserves.

Perscns guilty of viclation of the regime of nature reserves
are liable to prosecution in the manner stipulated by the

legiglation of the Republic of Armenia.

Part VIII

lnternatiocnal Agreements

Article 17, International Agreements

Should the rules and regulations, stipulated by an
infernatianal agreement concluded hy the Republic of Armenia,
differ from the rules and regulations of this law, those of

the i1nternational agreement are effective.
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President of the Republic of Armenia
Petrossian,
December 17, 1951

City of Yeravan.



