
Introduction to the Toolkit
• Day 1 Session 1
• Charlotte Day - Ricardo
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Development of the Toolkit 
• Extensive consultation:

• Collaboration with MDBs and BDs – 
those who will use the Toolkit

• Aimed to ensure the Toolkit is fit for 
purpose, and widely adopted

• Identified two key gaps for the Toolkit to fill:
• Absence of a centralised, accessible 

repository of air quality-related 
guidance for non-AQ experts (Part 1)

• A lack of structured guidance on how 
to tailor projects to achieve air quality 
improvements, maximise co-benefits, 
and track these outcomes (Part 2)
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Stakeholder consultation
• Targeted interviews:

• Interviews held with 15 stakeholders from 
MDBs & BDs

• Establishing their current approach to air 
quality in sectoral projects, or otherwise

• Expert review webinars:
• 3 webinars held across different time 

zones to accommodate 20+ stakeholders
• Presented overview of Toolkit content

• Review of Draft Toolkit content and survey:
• Stakeholders reviewed a Consultation 

Draft of the Toolkit
• Provided detailed feedback via a survey
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Examples of the feedback received via the stakeholder consultation stages, and how it 
was incorporated into the Toolkit:

Feedback Inclusion in Toolkit 
Highlight links between air 
quality and climate change

Included sub-section on integrating air quality and climate 
policy, highlighting the benefits of doing this

Discuss AQ co-benefits in the 
context of other sectors

Figure in Part 2 demonstrates how different types of sectoral 
projects are likely to already include AQ co-benefits

Focus on actionable outcomes 
and clear metrics 

Added practical checklists and implementation roadmaps, 
plus appendices identifying actions and monitoring metrics

Tailor examples to the Global 
South 

Highlighted case studies and best practices from similar 
contexts

Include guidance on low-
resource settings 

Added specific recommendations and examples for low-
cost, practical AQ solutions

Stakeholder feedback
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Who is the Toolkit for?

• Project officers in Development 
Finance Institutions (DFIs), 
including: Multilateral 
Development Banks (MDBs) and 
Bilateral Donors (BDs)

• Non-AQ specialists: planners, 
sectoral experts, and managers 
working on projects in transport, 
energy, urban development, and 
more
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What is the Toolkit?
• A practical resource to help incorporate air quality co-benefits 

into project design, implementation, and monitoring
• Links AQ actions to broader development goals, such as 

health, climate, and sustainable economic growth
• A ‘one-stop shop’ for: 
• Understanding AQ impacts and policies
• Applying AQ improvements as a primary objective or co-

benefit in sectoral projects
• Provides practical tools, metrics, case studies, etc.
• Clear steps for designing projects that deliver AQ outcomes 

while addressing thematic investment priorities
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Theory of Change
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Toolkit content 

• Part 1: Information on Air Pollution 

• Part 2: Clean Air Guidance for Project Officers

• Appendices
• Lists of potential AQ actions
• Example indicators 

• Toolboxes, Checklists, Case Studies
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• Sets out critical information on air quality, 
explaining its importance, how it can be 
better understood and the actions taken to 
improve it 

• Designed to act as a signpost for relevant 
resources, including links to supporting 
information and examples of good practice 
from around the world 

Part 1 is separated into three chapters: 
1. Understanding air pollution
2. Air quality agreements, legislation and 

policy 
3. Solutions for improving air quality

Part 1: Information on Air 
Pollution 
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• Is a practical guide on how air quality 
can be better integrated into project 
development 

• Discusses how to maximise AQ 
benefits each stage of a standardised 
project development process 

Part 2 is separated into two chapters:
1. Identification 
2. Preparation and Appraisal 

Part 2: Clean Air Guide for 
Project Officers 



Introduction to air quality
• Day 1 Session 2
• Charlotte Day - Ricardo
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Why is air quality important?
• Health impacts: Poor air quality is the 

second largest cause of premature death 
worldwide

• Global crisis: 99% of the population lives in 
areas exceeding the WHO Air Quality 
Guidelines 

• Human rights: the UN recognizes the right to 
a clean, healthy and sustainable 
environment, emphasizing that air pollution 
undermines a fundamental human right

• Climate change: air pollution and climate 
change are closely connected, with many 
sources, such as burning fossil fuels, also 
driving global warming 
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Key air pollutants and sources

• What is air pollution?
➢Air pollutants are complex mixtures of gaseous compounds and particles 

that have different effects on human health and the environment

• Which air pollutants are ‘the most important’?
➢Particulate matter (PM10 & PM2.5) and NO2 tend to be the main causes of 

poor air quality in urban and industrial areas
➢PM2.5 is often considered the most globally significant air pollutant
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Key air 
pollutants and 
sources
• Where does air pollution 

come from?
➢A range of human 

activities (e.g., 
combustion, industry)

➢Natural sources (e.g., 
wind-blown dust)
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• What are short-lived 
climate pollutants 
(SLCPs)? 
➢A group of greenhouse 

gases and air pollutants 
that have both a near-
term warming impact 
on climate and an 
impact on health

Key air pollutants and sources
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Health impacts of air pollution
• Air pollution negatively 

affects human health, 
even at very low 
concentrations

• The burden of disease 
at the population level 
puts major strains on 
health care systems
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Economic and social impacts of air 
pollution
• The impact of air quality can 

be contextualized by applying 
a monetary value to changes 
in air quality, and the 
associated health effects
➢Clean air is increasingly being 

reframed as an asset with an 
inherent value

• The impacts of air pollution are 
felt disproportionately 
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Global air pollution trends
• 99% of the world’s population 

live in areas that exceed the 
WHO Guidelines

• The impacts of air quality are 
uneven (improving in the 
Global North but worsening 
in much of the Global South)

• A holistic, evidence-based 
approach to implementing 
improvements is needed to 
tackle the primary sources of 
air pollution 

The interactive data can be viewed online here

https://aqli.epic.uchicago.edu/indexMap?selectedRegion=null&years=%5B2023%5D&typeDataStandard=%22who%22
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• The US EPA estimated 
that every $1 spent on air 
pollution control returns 
up to $30 in economic 
benefits

• Funding for outdoor air 
quality decreased from 
2022-2023

• Funding for projects with 
an air quality co-benefit 
increased from 2022-
2023 but more can be 
done

Financing air quality improvement
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Air quality agreements, legislation & policy
• Air pollution impacts have led to the 

introduction of various forms of agreements, 
legislative controls and policies 

• These policies are put into place from the 
local to the international scale

• They aim to reduce the release and 
concentrations of pollutants, and improve 
the ways in which air quality data is 
collected, interpreted, and used to inform 
decision-making

• The Toolkit gives an overview of different 
types of legislation, including regional and 
transboundary initiatives, and provides links 
to read more
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Air Quality Toolboxes 
• Throughout the toolkit, toolboxes are 

provided at the end of each section, 
providing links to further reading or 
specific guidance documents on the 
topic

• These are intended to guide the user to 
further resources in a clear and 
accessible manner

• The documents linked may be guidance, 
supporting information or further tools for 
the user to explore if they require more 
detail 
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Summary
• The Toolkit provides key background information on air quality; 

you can make use of:
➢Figures 2 & 3 for info on air pollutants and SLCPs
➢Figures 4 & 5 for info on health, social and economic impacts 
➢Toolboxes at the end of each chapter

• It is useful to have information on the air quality agreements, 
legislation and policy in your project’s location

• DFIs are uniquely placed to be able to have a significant 
impact on global air quality
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