
Do they hear us? Understanding the 
barriers to women’s public transport 
ridership and implications for society
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Access to 

Transport is 

Gendered





Roots

• Patriarchal attitudes

• Religious/cultural norms

• Second class citizens

• Victim-blaming



Drawback of Public 
Transport Systems

• First and Last Mile connections

• Accessibility

• Security provisions

• Unregulated informal (para-transit) modes

• Under-reporting of harassment incidents



First and Last Mile 
Connections

• Women from low-income group are the most disadvantaged riders. Rely on local bus 
services through subsidized affordability. 

• The first mile trips which include walking using inadequate pedestrian facilities and riding 
shared IPT modes are the weakest part of the whole journey for low- and middle-income 
women.

• Women from high income group are able to avoid some of the built environment barriers and 
personal safety issues by riding reserved IPT modes (one passenger only) for the first mile 
trips. 
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Do they hear us?

• Need for gender-inclusive transport 
policies

• Everywhere - NZ, Australia, USA and 
Southeast Asian countries

• Personal safety is often not a priority

• Disconnect between international 
guidelines to national implementations



• Average gender inclusion score of the 

national transport policies in the South and 

Southeast Asian countries is 30%. 

• Pakistan’s national transport policy leads in 

gender inclusion with a 68% score, the 

highest in the region. It recognises women’s 

limited mobility, incorporates international 

guidelines, and aligns with the national policy 

for women’s development. Addressing 

women’s travel needs is one of the policy 

objectives and is explicitly considered in the 

baseline data. 



• Disaggregate data

• Intersectional lens

• Dependent public transport riders

Data-driven 
policies



•

•

•

•


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Why is it important?
	Slide 4: Access to Transport is Gendered
	Slide 5: Developing countries
	Slide 6: Roots of Mobility Barriers
	Slide 7: Drawback of Public Transport Systems
	Slide 8: First and Last Mile Connections
	Slide 9: Integrated multi-modal public transport systems
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Do they hear us?
	Slide 12: A cross-comparative look
	Slide 13: Data-driven policies
	Slide 14: Concluding Remarks

