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Opportunities:

• E-waste has high recycling value, is
economically viable and attractive
• Plastics
• Ferrous metal
• Non-ferrous metals
• Precious metals
• Special metals

E-waste generation:

• 62 million tonnes of electronic and electrical
waste
(e-waste) was generated in 2022
• 22.3% collected and recycled
• Value of metals embedded e-waste in 2022
amounts to  US $91 billion (source: ITU and
UNITAR)
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E-waste as a source of
hazardous  chemicals
 Over 1,000 substances, among others:
 Iron, copper, gold, silver, rare metals
 Heavy metals (lithium, lead, cadmium,

mercury, etc)
 Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)
 Brominated flame retardants
 Plastics components

 Open and uncontrolled burning releases
large amounts of dioxins and furans to the
environment
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Why the problem
is a problem

– Motivations:
• Interest in trade
• Illegal traffic
• Lack of capacity to manage
• Options for a more sustainable

scenario

– Factful
• Growth in terms of waste generation

(in general) and e-waste generation
• Growth interest in circularity: recovery

of materials
• Linkages to other areas: pollution,

health, labour, gender, human rights.
• The use of hazardous substances in

EE equipment is reducing
• Challenges related to the enforcement

of the Basel Convention provisions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Challenges: 
We can see that a lot  of good work has been happening in this area,  but many issues are still problematic
Here we can see some of the challenges we are facing when dealing with e-waste

Major environmental and human health impacts result from dismantling, material recovery and final disposal;

Cable burning is a major source of dioxin emissions;

Children and women (transfer of issues to the next generations) are the �most vulnerable groups in the e-waste related activities;

Current recycling practices focus on recovery of steel, aluminum and copper and are quite inefficient  for other metals;

Several challenges related to the enforcement of the Basel Convention provisions (e.g. clear distinction between used EEE and e-waste) and the management of the waste following ESM principles;
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Basel Convention on the
Control of Transboundary 

Movements of Hazardous Wastes 
and their Disposal

• Adopted: 22 March 1989
• Entry into force: 5 May 1992
• Number of parties: 191
• Objective: To protect human health

and the environment against the
adverse effects of hazardous wastes

• Scope: Hazardous wastes and
other wastes

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Basel Convention on “the Control of Transboundary Movements [including international trade] of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal” 

What is the role that the Basel Convention plays in this area? 

The Convention was adopted in 30 years ago in 1989, and entered into force in 1992. 
It  has provisions related to the following areas:

Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure;
Illegal traffic is considered an environmental crime;
Export/import control; 
The concept of Environmentally Sound Management (ESM) of wastes, through the PIC procedure;
Technical guidelines adopted at the Conference of the Parties (COP) (‘soft law’…) – which shows the agreement of the international community of the areas covered
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The Basel Convention and E-waste

Adoption of  the 
Basel Convention 

1989

Entry into force

1992

Launch of the 
Mobile Phone 
Partnership 
Initiative (MPPI) 

2002

Nairobi declaration 
on environmentally 
sound management 
of electrical & 
electronic waste 

2006

Launch of PACE

2008

Technical Guidelines 
on E-waste

2015

E-waste inventory
guidance
E-Waste  Challenge
MOOC

2017

E-waste Coalition

2018

Follow up  
Partnership to 
PACE

2019

Adoption of E-
Waste amendments 
The scope of PACE II 
was expanded

2022

Technical 
guidelines on TBM 
of e-waste and 
used equipment 
was updated

2023

Entry 
into effect of 
E-waste
Amendments on 
1 January 2025

2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Secretariat of the Basel Convention and its partners, for example, regional centers, have been working for more than a decade in the area of e-waste:
Some of the initiatives under the Convention include partnerships such as (MPPI and PACE and the more recently adopted PACE II, the Partnership for Action on Challenges relating to E-waste). These Partnerships have been instrumental in the development of the technical guidelines on e-waste, the development of guidance on inventories and ESM of e-waste, 
And more recently a group of twelve international organizations have signed a Letter of Intent to participate in the E-waste coalition: UNU, UNIDO, UN Environment Programme, UNITAR, BRS conventions, ILO, ITC, ITU, WHO, UN-HABITAT, WHO, UN-HABITAT.
 
In 2022, at the Conference of the Parties:
Adopted new amendments regarding E-waste to the Annexes of the conventions
Adopted terms of reference of PACE II partnership with an extended mandate to include used and waste TV screens, audio and video equipment, refrigerators, cooling and heating equipment.
In 2023, at the Conference of the Parties:
Adopted a revised version of the technical guidelines on e-waste which reflects the new e-waste amendments. Further work will continue on the guidelines regarding the distinction between waste and non-waste. 
In January 2025, the e-waste amendments will enter into force, and Parties should comply with it for TBM of e-waste being it hazardous or non-hazardous. 
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3 pillars of the  Basel 
Convention

Minimize the generation of hazardous
wastes in terms of quantity and degree of
hazard;

 Control transboundary movements of
hazardous wastes and other wastes
(conditions and the PIC procedure);

 Promote the environmentally sound
management of hazardous wastes and
other wastes

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
3 Pillars of the Basel Convention 

The convention covers different aspects related to the life cycle of hazardous wastes and other waste, and has 3 main pillars:

Minimization: « Each Party shall ensure that the generation of hazardous and other wastes within it is reduced to a minimum, taking into account social and  technological and economic aspects » Article 4.2 . COP-10: Cartagena Declaration on the Prevention, Minimization and Recovery of Hazardous Wastes and Other Wastes

Prior Informed Consent (PIC procedure): The Basel Convention requires the consent of a State of import and any State(s) of transit, and a contract between the exporter and the disposer specifying environmentally sound management of the wastes, before wastes can be exported, as well as the establishment of a notification procedure.


Environment Sound Management: « ESM means taking all practicable steps to ensure that hazardous and other wastes are managed in a manner which will protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects which may result from such wastes »  Article 2.8
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Technical guidelines on 
transboundary movements 
of electrical and electronic 
waste and used electrical 
and electronic equipment 

(interim 2022)

Definition: Electrical or electronic 
equipment that is waste, including all 

components, sub-assemblies and 
consumables that are part of the 

equipment at the time the equipment 
becomes waste

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mandate from COP9 decision IX/6 on the Nairobi Declaration on the Environmentally Sound Management (ESM) of Electrical and Electronic Waste (2009);

The annex to decision IX/6 contains a workplan on ESM of e-waste including on the development of the technical guidelines on transboundary movements of e-waste, in particular regarding the distinction between waste and non-waste; 

A small intersessional working group was established, who worked, with the assistance of a consultant, on the text of the guidelines over several years;

At COP 12 in 2015, the technical guidelines were adopted on an interim basis.
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Scope of the technical Guidelines on 
Transboundary Movement of E-waste

 Distinction between waste   and non-waste
 Transboundary movements of e-waste
 Enforcement of provisions regarding

transboundary movements of e-waste and
used equipment

 Distinction between hazardous and non-
hazardous waste

 Guidance to facilities for conducting failure
analysis, repair  and refurbishment

 Used equipment is waste in a country if it is
defined as or considered to be waste under
the provisions of that country’s national
legislation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2017, Parties decided to continue the work on the technical guidelines and established an Expert Working Group with representatives of Parties and other stakeholders

The EWG met twice last year and the outcome of their work was discussed at the meeting of the Conference of the Parties that just finished 10 days ago 
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Prior informed consent 
(PIC) procedure

• Hazardous wastes
- Annexes I, III, VIII
- Nationally defined

• Other wastes (Annex II)

Wastes 
that 

require PIC 
procedure

• Non-hazardous wastes (Annex
IX)

Wastes 
that do not 
require PIC 
procedure 

Ban AmendmentImport/Export restrictions/bans
for recovery or disposal 



E-waste Amendments

o Amendment proposal made by Ghana and Switzerland

o Adopted amendments to Annexes II, VIII and IX regarding e-wastes COP
Decision BC-15/18 in 2022

o Become effective on 1 January 2025

All transboundary movements of e-wastes, whether 
hazardous or not will be subject to the prior informed consent 
procedure.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Considered at COP 15 of the BC in 2021, the objective of the amendments is that all e-waste moved transboundary, be it characterized as hazardous or not be subject to the PIC (Prior Informed Consent) procedure of the Basel Convention. The ultimate goal of the amendment proposal is directing all WEEE moved transboundary to environmentally sound management with state-of-the-art technology and thus contribute to circular economy. 
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PIC procedure



14

Trade control regime applicable to e-waste
 Prohibition of export (A1181) from Parties listed in Annex VII to Parties non listed in Annex

VII destined for final disposal operations, resource recovery, recycling reclamation, direct
re-use or alternative uses.

 Hazardous e-waste can only be transferred under the PIC procedure between Parties
not listed in Annex VII or from Parties not listed in Annex VII to Annex II Parties.

 E-waste under entry Y49 can only be transferred under the PIC procedure between
Parties.

 Some Parties may have decided to fully or partially prohibit the import, transit and/or export
of e-waste, or to impose additional requirements in accordance with the Convention.



The Basel Convention: 
Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative (MPPI)

Guidelines on: 
• Refurbishment of Used

Mobile Phones
• Collection of Used Mobile

Phones
• Material Recovery and

Recycling of End-of-Life
Mobile Phones

• Awareness Raising-Design
Considerations

• Transboundary Movement of
Collected Mobile Phones;

Guidance document on the 
environmentally sound 
management of used and end-
of-life mobile phones 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative (MPPI)

In 2002 the Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative (MPPI) was launched, when the sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention established a working group consisting of experts from Parties and Signatories interested in a sustainable partnership on the environmentally sound management of end-of-life mobile telephones as well as representatives of mobile phone manufacturers and the Secretariat of the Basel Convention.

The overall objective of MPPI was to promote the objectives of the Basel Convention in the area of the environmentally sound management of end-of-life mobile phones. In particular, it should: 
Achieve better product stewardship.
Influence consumer behaviour towards more environmentally friendly actions.
Promote the best reuse, refurbishing, material recovery, recycling and disposal options.
Mobilize political and institutional support for environmentally sound management.

Several guidelines were developed and tested under the partnership




• Guidelines on :
– Environmentally Sound Testing,

Refurbishment, and Repair of Used
Computing Equipment

– Environmentally Sound Material Recovery
and Recycling of End-of-Life Computing
Equipment

• Overall guidance document
• Report with ESM criteria recommendations;
• Report on strategies, actions and incentives

to promote environmentally sound
management of end-of-life-computing
equipment

• Manual on Steps to Establish and Implement
Environmentally Sound Management for Used
and Waste Computing Equipment

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PACE was launched in 2008 by the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention, with decision IX/9 , which agreed with the mission, scope, working principles and activities of PACE. 

In 2017, the PACE Working Group submitted the final documents developed under the partnership to the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention. By decision BC-13/12, the Parties adopted, on an interim basis, the guidance document on environmentally sound management of used and end-of-life computing equipment. The Parties further decided that the Working Group had successfully completed its mandate and was disbanded. Interested Basel Convention regional and coordinating centres were invited to take the lead in the implementation of activities listed in the work programme set out in the concept note on a follow-up partnership to the PACE and, based on the work undertaken, to propose further development of the concept at the regional or international level, as the need arises.

COP 14 Decided to establish a new working group for a follow up Partnership to PACE  
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PACE-II

• Focus on used and waste:
• TV screens, audio and video eq.
• Refrigerators, cooling and heating

equipment
• Mobile Phones and
• Computing Equipment

• Programme work on:
• Pilot projects
• Dissemination activities
• Development of ESM guidance on

used and waste: TVs, Refrigerators,
cooling and heating equipment

• Partnership reaches out to over 500
entities involved with the members



PIC procedure
• New track of work to improve the functioning

of the Prior Informed Consent procedure
• Collection of  information on challenges in the

implementation of the prior informed consent
procedure and on best practices, possible
approaches, initiatives and views to improve
the functioning of the procedure, recognizing
that developing countries face increasing
challenges in implementation of the prior
informed consent procedure and that they
need further financial and technical assistance
and capacity-building to address those
challenges.

• Set of recommendations to be considered by
COP17 in May 2025 in Geneva
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Electronic approaches to the notification and 
movement documents 

To develop a report with recommendations on the next steps regarding the work on 
electronic approaches to the notification and movement documents

Parties are invited to work on projects on electronic approaches to the notification 
and movement documents, taking into account the experiences of other Parties and 
of non-Parties, and the work carried out by other international organizations, and to 
submit their lessons learned to the Secretariat. 

Small intersessional working group. Members: Argentina, Belgium, Bahrain, Bangladesh, 
Canada, European Commission, Germany, Kenya, Malaysia, Mali, Portugal, Sri Lanka, 
Sweden and UK. Observers: EuRIC, FEAD, Green Cognition, Hazardous Waste Europe,  
HWE, ILA, ITI
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Thank you for your
attention!

For more information  
please visit us at: 

@brsmeas

http://www.brsmeas.org/
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