
Confidential - Google DeepMind

Navigating the 
Ethical Use and
Governance of AI

Alexandra Belias
Head of Product Policy & Partnerships
Google DeepMind



Confidential - Google DeepMind

Confidential - DeepMind FTEs    

Our approach 
to pioneering 
responsibly

How we think about responsibility: 

● Governance 

● Research 

● Impact 
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● Guided by our AI Principles, we work to anticipate and 

evaluate our systems against a broad spectrum of AI-related 
risks, taking a holistic approach to responsibility and safety. 

● To empower teams to pioneer responsibly and safeguard 
against harm, the Responsibility and Safety Council (RSC), 
evaluates Google DeepMind’s research, projects and 
collaborations against our AI Principles, advising and 
partnering with research and product teams on our highest 
impact work. 

● Our AGI Safety Council, led by our Co-Founder and Chief 
AGI Scientist Shane Legg, works closely with the RSC, to 
safeguard our processes, systems and research against 
extreme risks that could arise from powerful AGI systems in 
the future. 

● We’ve also signed public commitments to ensure safe, 
secure and trustworthy AI, statements urging mitigation of AI 
risks to society, and pledges against using our technologies 
for lethal autonomous weapons.

Google AI Principles
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● Effective foresight serves to anticipate and 
evaluate the risks that emerging technology pose, 
while supporting the application of mitigation 
approaches to manage those risks effectively.

● Some of our recent research and papers:
○ Ethical and social risks of harm from LMs.
○ Ethical implications of advanced AI 

assistants.
○ Frontier Safety Framework.

● Building pioneering research and technical 
solutions such as SynthID, our tool for 
watermarking and identifying our AI-generated 
content.
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Responsible Impact

Responsibility and safety issues go well beyond any one organization. 

We work with many brilliant non-profits, academics, and other companies to apply AI to solve problems that underpin global challenges, 
while proactively mitigating risks.
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All predictions are freely available in the AlphaFold 
Protein Structure Database

1.8M+ users
190+ countries
20,000+ citations
~1B years of research years

AlphaFold folded all 200M proteins known to science
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See more case studies at unfolded.deepmind.com

Plastic pollution
Designing plastic eating enzymes

McGeehan et al. (Centre for Enzyme Innovation)

Antibiotic resistance
Blocking antibiotic resistance mechanisms

Sousa & Mitchell (Colorado)

Structural biology
Determined structure of nuclear pore complex

Fontana et al., Mosalaganti, et al. (Science)

Malaria vaccine
Designing a more effective malaria vaccine

Higgins (Oxford)

Drug delivery
Molecular syringe for protein delivery

Zhang (Broad Institute)

Drug discovery & neglected diseases
Accelerating drug discovery

Perry (DNDi) & Kapeller (ROME Therapeutics)

AlphaFold is accelerating progress on a range of important problems
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Thank you.


