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SPC’s strategic priorities and innovative interventions to 
tackle NCDs in the Pacific.



The Pacific Community (SPC) & Public Health Division

 International development organisation/Principal scientific and 
technical organisation

 Owned and governed by 27 Member Countries and Territories 
since 1947 

 9 Divisions within SPC

1. NCD prevention and control 

2. Surveillance, preparedness and response 

3. Clinical services 

4. Laboratory services 

5. Health system strengthening  

To promote population 
health and well-being



NCDs in the Pacific

Obesity in the Pacific 
is too big to ignore

POVERTY NCD



Pacific Forum Leaders

Economic & Health Ministers 

Pacific NCD Summit

 Pacific
NCD
Roadmap

PHOH, PHMM & FEMM  Whole of 
Government 
& Society 
Approach

2011

2014

2016

2017-23

SIDS Ministerial Meeting2023

PHOH 2024

Regional commitments, progress and challenges

Source: WHO 2019, trends in prevalence of tobacco use 2000-2025 9789240000032-eng.pdf

 Disproportionate investment: weak implementation and actions  
 Escalating challenges on NCDs: environmental & commercial factors
 Emerging issues affecting NCDs: climate change, natural disasters, COVID-19 pandemic 



 High level meetings, 
Youth, CSOs, NCD plan, 
committee etc.

 NCD risk factors policies, 
legislation, framework, 
guidelines etc.

 Trainings, resources, 
interventions in the Pacific 
context etc.

 MANA, M&E framework, 
operational research  etc. 

Examples

1. Leadership & 
governance 

 Digital innovation for 
behaviour change,  
nutrition app etc. 

SDG 
Goal 3.4

Healthy 
Island 
Vision 

& 

Bule 
Pacific 
2050

3. Policy & 
legislation 

2. Capacity & skills

5. M&E/ 
Accountability 

4. Innovative 
interventions 

SPC’s Key Strategic Priorities to tackle NCDs 

Innovation and technology

Improve 
multi-

sectoral 
responses 

to NCD



Pacific Health Partners

ADB, CDC, DFAT, FNU, MFAT, PIHOA, SPC,
UNAIDS, UNFPA, UNDP, UNICEF, WB, WHO + 

others

Directors of Clinical 
Services Meeting 

(DCS) 

PICTs/Technical working groups

Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) 
Leaders 

Micronesian Islands Forum 
(MIF) 

Pacific Health Ministers 
Meeting (PHMM))

Pacific Heads of Health 
Meeting (PHoH) 

Pacific Heads of 
Nursing & Midwifery 
Meeting (PHoNM)

Directors of Public 
Health Meeting (DPH) 

Melanesian Spearhead Group
(MSG) 

Polynesian Leaders Group 
(PLG) 

Pacific Regional Health Architecture

NCD Technical Group (MANA/ECHO/UN etc.)
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