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Air Pollution — The Silent Killer

Air pollution, mainly arising from inefficient energy use, is
a major environmental risk to health.

Every year, around

7 M I LLl O N By reducing air pollution levels, countries can reduce:

DEATHS

Are due to exposure to both outdoor and
household air pollution

More than
2 MILLION Heart diséase Lung cancer, chronic

DEATHS obstructive pulmonary
in the WPRO - disease, pneumonia and
region ,_,,, asthma

772N\
)
Y

World Health
Organization



7_ E nV| ro n m e nta | pat h Way /;DPterslonal interve‘ntions (face masks,

air filters, behavior change)

Influence of ventilation
and behavior

Emphasis on vulnerable and

Sectoral interventions susceptible groups

Communicable
diseases

E Canfa_cf- made g The amount of a
3 between a O substance

3 chemical, O available for

% physical or interactions with
L

* ALRI

Non
communicable
diseases

metabolic
processes or
biologically
significant
receptors after
crossing the T

outer boundary ~

of an organism ¢ Me.ntal health

biological agent
and the outer
boundary of an
organism (e.g.,
skin, nose, eyes)

Health effects

s [HD
* Stroke
® |ung cancer

—0
[N
Climate impacts
< Safety risks (burns, violence)

Other health impacts (noise, physical activity)

%@‘\5 World Health
“®/ Organization

————

&
%
P



WHO Global Air Quality Guidelines

* AQGs can help to update standards and add more
pollutants to the list.

* WHO is ready to support Member States and in
implementing the guidelines

* Science-policy dialogues within and among
Member States and with sectors and stakeholders

* Advocacy to support the uptake of AQGs and how
to apply them

* Capacity building in the health and other sectors
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