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From Air Quality  to Zero Pollution 
Stronger rules on ambient air, surface 

and groundwater pollutants, 
and treatment of urban wastewater. 

Cleaner ambient air by 2030, zero 
pollution aim by 2050

The revised AAQD represents key advance 
for the European Green Deal's zero 
pollution ambition of having an environment 
free of harmful pollution by 2050

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en




Process and goals

• Better alignment  with WHO 2021 global air quality guidelines

• Improved Health, Social, Environmental and Economic benefits 
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Environment & health  - New limit values (I) 
Revised AAQD  Improvements intended by the EU proposal 
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Environment & health  - other metrics (III) 
Revised AAQD  Improvements intended by the EU proposal 

The Council’s text adds now some flexibility with regard to the attainment of the air quality limit 
values. In specific situations, it would be possible to request a postponement of the deadline for a 
maximum of 10 years until no later than 1 January 2040



Environment & health  - Norway consequences  
Revised AAQD  Improvements intended by the EU proposal 



Information & Communication 

Revised AAQD  Improvements intended by the EU proposal 

Stronger focus on  information to the public 

Air quality indexes  up-to date information 

Links to Copernicus Forecasting capablities

Short-term mitigation actions

Indicative measurements – sensors



Monitoring & Assessment – Refined regimes  
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Monitoring & Assessment 

Revised AAQD  Improvements intended by the EU proposal 

Stronger role of Modelling

Stronger use  of  sensors - indicative 
measurements

FAIRMODE & GUIDANCE FOR USE OF MODELS 
•Exceedance situation indicators & pop exposure
•Spatial representativeness & network design
•Source apportionment 
•Forecast 
•Planning

Pollutans & New pollutants 
 Gases and Vapours 

• Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx) 
• Sulphur Dioxide (SO2) 
• Carbon monoxide (CO) 

 Particulate Matter 
• PM10 
• PM2.5 
• Chemical composition of PM 

 Heavy metals and PAHs 
• Lead (Pb) 
• Arsenic (As) 
• Cadmium (Cd) 

 Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC)

 Black carbon (BC)

•   Ozone (O3) ​
•   Benzene (C6H6) ​
•   Ammonia (NH3) ​

•   Ultrafine particles (UFP) ​
•   Oxidative potential of particulate matter (PM) 

•   Mercury (Hg) ​
•   Nickel (Ni) ​
•   Benzo(a)pyrene ​

The Council’s text softens the requirements on modelling 
and requires the establishment of urban supersites 



Governance & Enforcement – Air quality plans 

Revised AAQD  Improvements intended by the EU proposal 

• Air quality plans are made mandatory when limit values, the 
ozone target value or average exposure reduction 
obligations are exceeded – Require modelling expertise at 
urban scale

• Improved enforceability: new provisions on access to 
justice, compensation and penalties

• More transboundary cooperation on air quality

The Council’s text require member states to cooperate with each other to identify the 
sources of air pollution and the measures necessary to address them, and to plan joint 
activities, such as the preparation of coordinated national air quality plans. 



Revised AAQD  Improvements intended by the EU proposal 



Thank you! 

Lta@nilu.no
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