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Whistleblowing
IS critical to
MDBSs

Banker was paid £2.2m in bribes
to approve huge loans for gas
and oil projects
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Ardrw»lﬂerk 44, received corrupt payments whi king for the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) between July 2008 and
November 20069.
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Disgraced Russian banker hands over Mayfair property
29 Apr 2016 02:54 PM

A former high profile Russian banker has been ordered by the court to hand
over her prestigious London apartment to the National Crime Agency.

The apartment in Upper Grosvenor Street valued at over £1.5 million.
Elena Kotova was a former Executive Director of a European Bank. In its civil

recovery application, the NCA submitted that Ms Kotova had used her position to
make substantial personal profit through bribery and corruption. The NCA alleged

ctween 2005 and 2011, Ms Kotova was engaged in soliciting corrupt payments
ients in return for assistance in securing funding for their projects and
la eds of these bribes through an offshore company. The NCA

f&lds that were subsequently used to fund the purchase of the

submlttc
Mayfair flat.

: On 23 March 2016 Ms Kotot ) ttle the NCA’s civil recovery claim by
handing over:
g . Apart:ment in Mayfair
s » Monies in two bank accounts, totalling appro §O=UOU
r£ Command said:

Elena Kotova, Russia's former top representative to the European Bank for Reconstruction Stephanie Jeavons, Deputy Director of the NCA’s Economic

and Development. Photo by: [lep6ags Qaer / CC BY-SA

“The NCA’s successful investigation against Ms Kotova demonstrates that the UK is
not a safe place for anyone to hide the proceeds of their high end financial erime. The
NCA will use all its powers to remove the proceeds of any eriminality — whether you
reside in the UK or overseas.”

The Russian government has formally charged Elena Kotova — the country’s former top
representative to the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development — for bribery.
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Reporting
Integrity
Violations

In 2022, OAIl received 194
credible complaints of integrity
violations:

e 110 complaints from external
parties;

e 32 anonymous complaints;

e 52 from ADB Staff.
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Anticorruption and Integrity

Underpinned by ADB's zero tolerance for corruption, the Office of
Anticorruption and Integrity aligns with ADB’s commitment to
strengthen governance across Asia and the Pacific as it mitigates
integrity risks, investigates integrity violations, and promotes integrity

among ADB'’s stakeholders.

Report Integrity Violations Our Work ~ Advisories and Sanctions Activities

Report Integrity Violations Related

) ) i Anticorruption Policy
Submit an Online Complaint

Integrity Principles and Guidelines (2015)

2
What can | report to OAIZ Anticorruption Policy: ng the Role of the Asian

Development Bank in Relation to Tax Integrity (Policy
What concerns are outside OAl's mandate? Paper)
. Online Course: Anticorruption and Integrity at ADB
How do | report a complaint?
ADB-OECD Anti-corruption Initiative for Asia Pacific

What are my rights and responsibilities as a complainant?
y rig P P Frequently Asked Questions on Anticorruption and

Integrity: A Guide for ADB Staff
What happens to my complaint?

Whistleblower and Witness Protection Warning
Beware of scams using ADB's name

Code of Conduct
ADB Sanctions List




Whistleblower and Witness Protection at ADB

ADB ‘administrative order 2.10 - Whistleblower and Witness Protection’ sets out protections afforded to whistleblowers
and witnesses. Available from OAl’s website: https://www.adb.org/who-we-are/integrity/report-integrity-violations.

The Policy:

Commits ADB to pursuing all reasonable steps to protect Whistleblowers and Witnesses acting in good faith and to
ensure that they are not subject to Retaliation.
Recognizes the right of any person who reports a suspected violation to remain anonymous or request that his/her
name be kept confidential.
Allows ADB Staff in limited circumstances protection from retaliation and disciplinary measures when ‘externally
reporting’.
Requires ADB staff to avoid any form of retaliation to a ‘Whistleblower’, including to non-staff whistleblowers.
Provides a mechanism for redress to ‘Whistleblowers” who are ADB staff and who have experienced ‘Retaliation’.
Provides limited protections to ‘External Whistleblowers and Witnesses’, including:
“Where an external Whistleblower or Witness may suffer or has suffered Retaliation from a person other than
Staff or from an entity or individual that is subject to the Integrity Principles and Guidelines, ADB may, where
necessary, coordinate with the member country government concerned, to endeavor to secure transfer or
adequate security protection, or employ other reasonable measures to reduce the risks of retaliation”.




Potential Limitations of ADB Whistleblower
Protection

 ADB’s policy on ‘Whistleblower and Witness Protection’ applies only to staff and other individuals whose contract
requires them to comply with the ADB Code of Conduct. A typical complaint of corruption in an ADB project is made
by a national government official or an ‘insider’ from a contractor — ADB’s ability to protect them from retaliation is
limited.

* Retaliation is often subtle and insidious. Non-renewal of contracts, poor evaluation, lack of future offers or
assignment and public humiliation and ostracization are all potential forms of retaliation and are very difficult to
prove.

* National authorities investigating corruption often have disclosure and discovery obligations to defendants, including
providing materials and reports obtained from whistleblowers. ADB would typically not provide any information
that could identify a whistleblower who wishes to remain anonymous, but this could then prejudice the prosecution
of national cases.
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Stopping corruption in ADB
development projects

@) OECD

BETTER POLI

OR BETTER LIVES

Openness

Support an open organisational culture
within the public sector responsive to
integrity concerns, in particular through:

encouraging an open culture where ethical
dilemmas, public integrity concerns, and errors can
be discussed freely, and, where appropriate, with
employee representatives, and where leadership
is responsive and committed to providing timely
advice and resolving relevant issues;

providing clear rules and procedures for reporting
suspected wviolations of integrity standards, and
ensure, in accordance with fundamental principles
of domestic law, protection in law and practice
against all types of unjustified treatments as a
result of reporting in good faith and on reasonable
grounds;

providing alternative channels for reporting
suspected violations of integrity standards, including
when appropriate the possibility of confidentially
reporting to a body with the mandate and capacity
to conduct an independent investigation.




From Pandemic to Recovery:

Building Resilient Economies through
Transparency, Integrity, and Trust

Thank you!
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