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Environmental zoning system
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Reforms in the new era
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Reforms in the new era

Fragmented management

Integrated/coordinated

management
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Conditions of the Yellow River basin

Major river basins

National key rivers and lakes

Watershed control units

Section control units

State-controlled sections

• Macro scope

• Strategic

• Systematic and integrated 

management

• Water ecology

• Micro scope

• Precise control and 

management

• Water quality and quantity
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Construction of the data base

From DEM to water 

courses and directions

Administrative map

at township level

GIS data base
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The process of environmental zoning for the Yellow River basin

Set water quality 
monitoring sections

• Scientific

• Representative

• Continuity

• Comprehensive

Determine the 
catchment range 
corresponding to each 
section

• Towns

Divide the boundary of 
each control unit

• Integrity of rivers and 
lakes

Identify important 
rivers and lakes at 
national level

• Important ecological 
functions

• Valuable for economy, 
society and culture
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The results of environmental zoning for the Yellow River basin

282 state-controlled 

sections

281 section control units 

58 watershed control 

units

18 national 

key rivers and lakes
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The applications of environmental zoning for the Yellow River basin

Identify the strategies for different national key rivers and lakes

• The main stream of the Yellow River (upstream area and estuary area), 
Datong River, Tao River and Hongjiannao

Water ecology restoration

• The main stream of the Yellow River (middle reaches), Huangshui River, 
Taohe River, Kuye River, Fenhe River, Weihe River, Yiluo River, Dawen
River, Wuliangsuhai Lake and Dongping Lake

Pollution reduction

• Qinhe River

Water conservation
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The applications of environmental zoning for the Yellow River basin

The layout of watershed 

control units of Fenhe River 

Key points of protection for Fenhe River:

Deepen 
pollution control 
in Taiyuan urban 
agglomeration

Promote the 
comprehensive 
improvement of 

the rural 
environment

Strengthen the 
rigid constraint 

on the total 
amount of water 

use

Strengthen the 
protection and 

water 
conservation of 

river sources
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The applications of environmental zoning for the Yellow River basin

Section

Control 
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Appraise

The layout of section control 

units of Qinghai Province 


