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Online Survey
(June 2020, Nov-Dec 2021)

Real-Time Data
(Labor demand, Zoom)

Tracer Study
(2016, 2019, Nov 2020 on 

TVET)

Triangulation of Primary Dataset with Different Partners
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Mauris consectetur cursus facilisis.
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Overall IT
Tourism and Hospitality Engineering
Agriculture

Source: topjobs.lk

Declaration 
of Pandemic

Large LKR 
Devaluation

Disruptions in Labor Demand due to COVID-19 and Economic Crisis
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TVET graduates in tourism and hospitality courses or self-
employed graduates were the hardest hit1

Quality of TVET was drastically reduced because of the 
difficulty in providing practical training online2

Continued TVET learning through social media (e.g., 
WhatsApp)3

COVID-19 Impact on TVET
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COVID-19 Waves Were “Booster Shots” for Online Higher Education
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Different 
quality of 
access in 
online higher 
education 
between 
urban and 
rural areas.
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“It [online learning] gives confidence that we can learn anything at our 
own pace.”

Students Realize the Benefit but Show Fatigue on Online Higher Education

“It’s very difficult to do exams or quizzes online. Because unexpectedly 
we are having signal issues and power cuts.”

“Everything is very expensive these days in our country, please give our 
Mahapola regularly. I cannot buy a laptop because even their prices are 
increasing.”

Ongoing economic crisis is likely to amplify these challenges.
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Sri Lanka made a remarkable transition to online higher 
education soon after the pandemic1

Low-income students and students living in remote areas 
have struggled the most2

Students have shown fatigue (e.g., limited interaction, 
extended screen time, large online assignments etc)3

COVID-19 Impact on Higher Education



INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.

For Further Details, Please Take a Look at ADB Briefs.

Thank you for your attention.




