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COVID-19 Impacton TVET

1 TVET graduates in tourism and hospitality courses or self-
employed graduates were the hardest hit

’) Quality of TVET was drastically reduced because of the
difficulty in providing practical training online

3 Continued TVET learning through social media (e.g.,
WhatsApp)




COVID-19 Waves Were “Booster Shots” for Online Higher Education
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Map 1: Share of Students Using Smartphones
for Online Higher Education by District, 2021
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Map 2: Share of Students with Poor Internet
Connection by District, 2021
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Students Realize the Benefit but Show Fatigue on Online Higher Education

“It [online learning] gives confidence that we can learn anything at our
own pace.”

“It’s very difficult to do exams or quizzes online. Because unexpectedly
we are having signal issues and power cuts.”

“Everything is very expensive these days in our country, please give our
Mahapola regularly. | cannot buy a laptop because even their prices are
increasing.”

DA Ongoing economic crisis is likely to amplify these challenges.
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COVID-19 Impact on Higher Education

1 Sri Lanka made a remarkable transition to online higher
education soon after the pandemic

g, Low-income students and students living in remote areas
have struggled the most

3 Students have shown fatigue (e.g., limited interaction,
extended screen time, large online assighments etc)
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88% of youth managed to continue learning, including 54% by video
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« In Sri Lanka, the impact on
employment immediately
after the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) outbreak was
cushioned by significantly
reduced working hours
instead of layoffs.

« Technical and vocational
education and training
(TVET) graduates from
tourism and hospitality
courses or TVET graduates
working as self-employed
were the hardest hit.

+ The quality of TVET was
drastically reduced because
of the difficulty in providing
practical training online, and
delivering lectures under
limited access to the internet.
and devices.

« Students enrolled in TVET

courses managed to review

lecture notes and submit
assignments through low-
tech solutions like social
media (e.g., WhatsApp).

Quality of learning could
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INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVE

Sri Lanka President Gotabaya Rajapaksa declared 2021-2030 as the “Decade of Skills

i ", which has the ambitious goal of reducing the lation of unskilled
labor to 10%. This is in line with the national development policy framework “Vistas of
Pruspem’y and Splendour” (Government of Sri Lanka 2020a). Technical and vocational
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« SriLanka made a remarkable
transition to online higher
education soon after
the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) pandemic
beganin 2020. Take-up
of online higher education
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Sri Lanka: Progress and Remaining
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+ Poorinternet connection
and lack of access to

The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandem:c dnstupted education globally,

digital devices remain key and higher education in Sri Lanlawas e national g cl
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