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Food and nutrition insecurity 
of the urban poor in Dhaka



• Up to 50 percent of livelihood spent on food

• Impact of Covid-19 led to widespread hunger

• Women suffer hunger disproportionately

• Reliance on informal food delivery increases price and lowers quality

• Slums lack basic services, food preparation and storage facilities



Key challenges for UPA 
enhancement and investment



• Lack of space in dense urban slums 

• Access to technical expertise and knowledge 

• Access to inputs such as seeds, fertilizer, pesticides, and water

• Community mobilization and awareness



Opportunities



• Improved nutrition and diets 

• Community action and building 

• Stimulates coordination with City Government

• Additional income for urban poor households



Enabling environment

• Coordination among various actors 

• Formal or informal land use arrangements

• Mutual support by urban poor community groups is needed

• Access to agricultural inputs



Urban gardening at Korail slum, Dhaka North
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