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Reminders

The session is 

being recorded

Type in your questions 

through Q&A at any time
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How Does an Entity Become 
Debarred or Suspended by ADB?

1. Following an investigation by ADB

2. At the commencement of, or during, 

the investigation by ADB

3. Following an investigation by another MDB
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Following an ADB Investigation

1. ADB proposes a debarment, 

which is accepted by the entity

2. Via the Integrity Oversight Committee firms and individuals 

currently debarred by ADB
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Following Another MDB Investigation

- ADB receives a notice from the MDB of the 

debarment which ADB enforces, otherwise 

known as a cross debarment

firms and individuals

currently debarred by ADB
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Consequences of a Debarment

To publish or not to publish:

1. ADB debarments are 

generally not published

2. Cross debarments are 

always published



Jeff Taylor
Director, Procurement Division 1

Procurement, Portfolio, and 

Financial Management Department

Rustam Abdukayumov
Director, Procurement Division 2

Procurement, Portfolio, and 

Financial Management Department

EA/IA

Responsibilities
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Why is sanction screening important?

ADB’s Procurement Policy

ADB's Procurement Regulations, paragraph 1.18 e)

Financing agreement required EAs to comply with these eligibility requirements. They are reflected in all 

ADB's Standard Bidding Documents and Requests for Proposals and are applied to all stages of tendering 

process under ADB projects. 
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Procurement of Goods and Works - Stages

Prequalification
Technical 

BER

Financial 

BER

Contract 

Award

Withdrawal 

Applications
Contract Variations/ 

Modifications

Procurement of Consulting Services

Shortlisting
Technical 

Proposals

Financial 

Proposals

Contract 

Award

Withdrawal 

Applications
Contract Variations/ 

Modifications

Executing agencies (EAs) are responsible 

for sanction screening
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• Check bidders against the published UN Security Council Sanction List

• Request access to OAI’s Sanction List and check against it

• Reflect the results of sanction screening in bid evaluation reports or 
recommendations for contract award (in case of direct contracting) 
submitted to ADB

How should EAs undertake sanctions screening?



ADB Sanctions – Debarments and Suspensions

• Under post-review (sampling), EA remains responsible for conducting 
sanctions screening at all stages of the procurement process before 
signing a contract

• For non-sovereign operations, ADB requires borrowers to demonstrate 
that procurement was transparent and preferably conducted through 
competitive bidding. EAs must confirm that the contracted entities are not 
on OAI sanction list.

• When ADB is participating in financing PPP transactions, entities on the 
ADB sanction list are not eligible to become project sponsors.

Special Considerations



ADB Sanctions – Debarments and Suspensions

• If an EA fails to conduct the required sanction screening at various stages before a 
contract is awarded, and a first-ranked bidder is found to be debarred or temporarily 
suspended by ADB, ADB will not issue its no objection to contract award 
recommendation. 

• If an EA awarded and signed a contract with debarred or temporarily suspended (i.e. 
ineligible) entity, ADB will take appropriate action, including declaring 
misprocurement/noncompliance and canceling its financing.

• This represents reputational and contractual risk to EAs since contractors will demand 
payments. While contractors can terminate contracts if funding is not available but are 
still entitled to claim financing charges under “Delayed Payment” provisions.

Risks to EAs



Lisa Kelaart-Courtney
Director, Prevention and Compliance

Office of Anticorruption and Integrity

Sanctions Screening: 

Lessons Learned and 

the 'How'
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Sanctions Obligations 
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Asian Development Bank Sanctions: Obligations
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OAI Thematic Review: 

EA and IA Access to ADB’s Complete Sanctions List

37
Projects 

with 

Contracts

77 Total 

EAs/IAs

64
Unique 

EAs/IAs

65 (84%) without access

53 (82%) without access

13 EAs/IAs No access and 

responsible for multiple projects 
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Escalations of Potential Violations: 2021 to Current

Per sector

Agriculture, Natural Resources,

and Rural Development (ANR) 6

Education (EDU) 3

Energy (ENE) 1

Transport (TRA) 12

Water and Other Urban Infrastructure 

Services (WUS) 6

Grand Total 28

Per region

Central and West Asia 4

East Asia 12

Pacific 1

South Asia 11

Southeast Asia 0

Grand Total 28

Potential debarment condition breaches detected and considered for investigation 28
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COMPLETE LIST

PUBLISHED LIST
Accessible to the public

Password-protected, accessible 

to: 

▪ ADB Staff 

▪ BoD

▪ Parties with a “need to know”: 

international organizations, 

bilateral and government 

partners 

▪ EAs and IAs

EA and IA Access to ADB’s Complete Sanctions List
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Requesting Access 

Sign up here 

Manual form 

available 

http://sanctions.adb.org

http://sanctions.adb.org/
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Requesting

Access 

Make you fill in the 

name of an ADB 

project officer and 

email address who 

can verify your 

involvement in the 

project 
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Requesting Access
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IAs and EAs should 

• Designate the appropriate person(s) from the organization/agency requiring access on a 

‘need-to-know’ basis

• Not share user accounts or passwords – each user must apply for a unique user ID. 

• Submit accurate, detailed information that allows the user ID to be identifiable to a single 

user

• Inform ADB (integrity@adb.org) or ADB project officer if the user profile details have 

changed since the initial request or require deactivation (access no longer required or user 

no longer connected with the EA)

Managing the Access 
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Searches 
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Search Functionality 

Search names using the search bar

Avoid including common terms when 
searching

"Ltd", "Company", "LLC“

Example: Use “A2Z" when searching for A2Z Waste Management 

Remove leading terms such as "M/S, or M/S." 
from company names
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Searches
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Searches 
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United Nations Security Council Sanctions: Obligations
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United Nations Security Council Sanctions 

Search function 
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UNSC Sanctions: Search 
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UNSC Sanctions: Advanced Search 
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Q&A



Survey QR Code
Your feedback would help the Office of Anticorruption 

and Integrity in providing knowledge products and 

services relevant to you.

Answers will be kept confidential and data will only be 

assessed in the aggregate.

Scan
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Office of Anticorruption and Integrity

anticorruption@adb.org

integrity@adb.org
@adb_oai

+63-2-8636 2152

+63-2-8632 5004

www.adb.org/integrity @anticorruptionandintegrity

ADB Anticorruption and Integrity

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, please reach 

out to OAI via email. Report integrity violations 

through OAI's complaint form:

https://www.adb.org/integrity/report-violations

https://www.adb.org/integrity/report-violations

