
Research Institute of Science for the Better Living of the Elderly

Busan, Korea                                      

www. wellageing.com 

dongheeh@gmail.com

Director, Dong-Hee Han (Ph.D)

Co-hosted by  Asian Development Bank and  Research Center for Aging at Beijing Normal University

Aging Virtual Regional Conference 
:Future Proofing Aged Care

Active Aging Society in Korea

Stamp



Busan City



Research Institute of Science for the Better Living of 
the Elderly (RISBLE)

•Founded 1997

•Developing Programs & Action Research 

- Programs Preventing Elder Abuse

(Social Drama, International Networks)

- Digital Aging & Active Aging

(Internet Navigator, Cyber Family,  ToT program     

Bridge of Digital Divide for Old Person)   

- Wellageing Aids

(CEP programs, Prevention Dementia,        

Promoting Narrative Skill) 
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Population Aging in Korea

Working age population(15-64)

Over 65

0-14



Super Aged Society

Resources: National Statistic, 2019



Why we need innovation &  active aging approaches 

Decreasing income

Decency due to poverty

Bad health

Care difficulty

Isolation Losing roles

?
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Active Aging in Korea
• 50+  

(The 50+generation, society’s new opportunity as social capital, a new image of 
the elderly to the society that transcends all generations)

• 60+ Korean Labor Force Development Institute for the Aged

(Providing government assistance for senior working groups to cover part of labor 
costs and to increase their business, profits-manpower dispatch, senior internship, 
age friendly enterprises, enterprise related employment, development support 
center)

• Elderly Welfare Centers

(Community center for old persons, lifelong learning, various activities both 
community and themselves – over 302 centers)

• Life-Long Learning Programs

-Age friendly College

-Active aging College



Health Aging in Korea

•Community Medical Centers 

•Dementia center” Yansim Center”

•National Health Insurance Services

-Prevention of disease programs

•Long term care facilities

•Health Promotion Programs for the Elderly

•Community Care(Integrated Care Model)



Innovative approaches and  Technologies in 
COVID19

Various Apps

1 Information of 
COVID-19

2 Self-diagnosis App

3 Information on each 
people’s text messages 
from government

Robot

• Pharmacy in community-
Delivered Mask without 
cornering  –with Big data & 
AI

https://www.mbn.c
o.kr/news/economy
/4194263

https://www.bing.co
m/videos/search?q=sk
+%eb%a1%9c%eb%b
4%87&docid=6080274
34688709197&mid=B
B5122043B378FFF265
ABB5122043B378FFF2
65A&view=detail&FO
RM=VIRE
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Digital Aging
• Bridge Digital Divide, 

• Innovative Heath Care System,  

• Support Vulnerable Life System, Digital Leisure, New Education 
System,  Digital Culture, New Family Solidarity,  Serious Game, 
Safety and Security

1997-2014   By Computers, Internet, Mobile telephones, Digital 
cameras and Digital TV etc.

2015-Now by AI, IOT, Big data, Robot, Medical 

robot, Drone, 3D Printing, Smart TV, Smart 
housing, Smart city, Kiosk, E-commerce(Mobile 
shopping, Mobile banking, Electronic money)



Internet, Mobile, PC Users according 
to ages(50, 60, 70)in Korea
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Digital divide for old persons in Korea
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Access: rate of  having smart phone , PC, internet
Capacity: ability to use
Usage:  usage of various and intensive  services 



Ageism

Ageism

Dependency

Lack of socialization

Bad prejudices

Lack of resourcesLearned helpless

Ageism

Ageism

Ageism

Ageism

New Aging

Digital Aging

Wellageing Aids 

Efforts of the Research Institute of Science for the Better Living of the Elderly 



Digital Aging  in RISBLE



Internet Navigator











www. wellageing. com.Korea
Research Institute of Science 

for the better living of the elderly

Cyber Neighbor
Cyber Family1080 Cyber Game

New culture for old person with Digital Life

http://www.art-com.co.kr/online/ppt_gallery_1.htm
http://www.art-com.co.kr/online/ppt_gallery_1.htm
http://www.art-com.co.kr/online/ppt_gallery_1.htm


2000-2009

Opportunities -------→
Better Life for Old Persons



Intergenerational Approach





Evidence-based Brain Fitness by RISBLE Program

(Supported by Korean Foundation for the Advancement of Science & Creativity)





New job with skills



Efforts on Digital Inclusion in Korea

Digital Paradigm Shifts

/ Digital transformation

- - AI-based welfare policies

- - Industrial policies

- - Education policies



- Smart home and change in lifestyle 

- Evolution of healthcare Services

- Lifelong education 

- AI-powered personized services

- AI and changes job

- Innovation in life in the mobile only era 

Intelligent transport system 



Digital
Aging/
Digital 
Culture

Continuous 

Social 

Participation 

Heath Promotion

Narrative skill
Interaction 

Social Activities

Inclusive life

Building smart aging

, Challenge Dementia 

AI, IOT, Robot

Digital System, Serious Game,

Brain training 

Workforce 

Human Equality

Destroy Agism

Ethic issues 

Intergenerational Integration

Keeping 
Dignity and 
Respect

Destroy Isolation

Health Promotion  

Information



Active Aging Consortium in Asia Pacific



https://eng.nia.or.kr/site/nia_eng/main.do







Let’s Share Ideas  on Digital Aging  for Better Life                                  

@ RISBLE

Thank you!!!  감사합니다

Moving Forward
Digital Aging Innovation


