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Yellow and Yangtze River basin ecosystems  
• Yangtze river

higher ecological 
endowment with 
forest ecosystem 
as main 
component; 
Yellow river
poorer 
vegetation, 
climatic and soil 
conditions

• From 2015 to 
2018: increased 
areas of forest, 
grassland, and 
wetland

• Improvements in 
the eco-
environment and 
the ecosystem 
service value 
grew from 2015 
to 2018

• Wetland 
ecosystems are 
key for climate 
and flood 
regulation

Wu et al., 2021



The Yellow River Ecological Corridor (YREC) 
The Yellow river as a vital ecological corridor that can generate positive 

impacts for the environment, economic growth, social well being, and climate 

change goals in the PRC



A nature-positive approach for the YREC

Four Policy Recommendations for the YREC 

Nature-based solutions to improve natural capital protection, 

ecological restoration and sustainable agricultural practices 

Gross Ecosystem Product to improve effectiveness of 

decision-making and planning 

Incentive mechanisms to scale up natural capital 

investments 

Sustainable finance to increase private capital investments 

in nature
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Ensuring that nature is an integral component of investment and fiscal policy 

decisions in the post-pandemic economic recovery



A programmatic approach

• ADB support to the YREB 
Development Plan with 
lending and non-lending 
assistance

• Planning tools and integrated 
approaches to balance 
national and provincial 
priorities with private sector 
engagement

• Focus on upstream work for 
policy and institutional 
reforms and investment 
planning

• Knowledge base and policy 
dialogue to maximize ADB 
investment impact 

The Yangtze River Economic Belt (YREB)
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