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Impacts of COVID-19 on food supply chains in
South Asia
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Food prices are increasing
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Diets are expensive and less healthy
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Per capita impact of dietary consumption on
climate and the environment

greenhouse gas emissions water use eutrophication
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Hunger is increasing

Undernourishment in the region
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APR is experiencing a double burden of malnutrition
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Spatial Heat Map of Low to High Risk of Zoonotic
Emerging Infectious Disease Events

COVID-19 is thought to be a zoonotic disease that jumped from animals to

humans. Sixty percent of emerging infectious diseases are zoonotic, and of that
60%, 72% originate in wildlife
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Key findings

* The pandemic is threatening the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 2
targets on hunger and malnutrition in the Asia Pacific Region (APR). As a result,
food insecurity, unhealthy dietary trends, and increased risk of obesity and
noncommunicable diseases are worsening in the region.

* The impacts of COVID-19 on livelihoods and food systems and increasing food
prices have impacted the ability for consumers to access healthy diets in the APR.

* The management of landscapes, the growth of agriculture and livestock sectors,
and the demand for animal-source foods have increased the risk of environmental
degradation, climate change, and zoonotic spillover events.

* The recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic presents an opportunity to build
resilience in food systems.

INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.



Shor'l'_'l'e rm Importance of trade in moving nutrients around the world:
Map shows deficiency of key nutrients without trade
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Source: Wood et al. (2018).
Note: Map breaks correspond to minimum, first quantile, medium, third quantile, and maximum for each

nutrient.

INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outsic



Medium and

long-term
lessons

* Integrated cross-sectoral
approach to nutrition security

* More targeted investment to
enhance the accessibility to
healthy and nutritious food

* Scale-up investment to enhance
environmentally sustainable
food production

* Build more capacity to manage
food safety and biosecurity
risks

INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outsic

Shortages now and into the future of fruits and

vegetable supplies

Average fruit and Ratio of availability to recommended consumption

vegetable availability

(g/person per day)

Excluding food waste Including food waste
FAQ estimate® 15% 33%

2015 2030 2050 | 2015 2030 2050 | 2015 2030 2050 | 2015 2030 2050 | 2015 2030 2050
East Asiaand Pacific 846 958 957 | 149 167 166 | 138 155 154 | 127 142 141 | 100 112 111
Europei 616 643 666 | 1.08 112 116 | 087 091 094 | 092 095 099 | 072 075 078
Former Soviet Union 529 611 656 094 1.07 115 0-82 094 1.01 0-79 091 097 0637 072 077
Latin Americaand Caribbean 418 462 513 | 075 082 090 | 068F 074 081 | 064t 070 077 | 050t 055% 0-60F
Middle East and north Africa 744 779 796 | 135 139 141 1.19 123 124 | 115 118 119 | 091 093 094
North America 659 716 726 | 116 126 127 0-84 091 092 [099 107 108 | 078 085 085
South Asia 3314 540 1002 | 0:60Ff 097 R | 056f 090 165 | 051F 082 151 | 040f 0-65f 119
Sub-Saharan Africa 2114 2531 318+ | 040t 0477 0587 | 038% 045t 0557 | 034F 040F 0497 | 027% 032Ff 039%
Developing countries 540 637 772 098 114 @ 137 075 087 104 | 083 097 116 | 065t 076 092
Developed countries 621 660 680 | 109 116 119 0-93 098 102 093 098 101 | 073 077 0-80
Global 552 640 760 | 099 114 134 | 082 095 112 |08 097 114 | 067F 076 0-90

Ratio of availability to stringent, age-adjusted recommendation
[

Source: Mason-D'Croz, et al., 2019.
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