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Meaningful Youth Engagement (MYE)

under enabling 
conditions, youth representatives 

actively participate throughout the 
program life cycle and enter-into 

youth-adult partnerships, which in 
turn empower youth and may 

contribute to positive and long-
lasting labor market outcomes

“

Source: Youth Employment Funders Group. (2021). Youth Voices in Youth Employment: A roadmap for 
promoting meaningful engagement in youth employment programs.

https://www.planusa.org/docs/Youth_Engagement_Manual.pdf


Creating a Safe System



Creating a Safe System

Source: Towards Zero Foundation, http://www.towardszerofoundation.org/thesafesystem/



Youth and Road Safety

Traditional Approach: Youth 
as Beneficiaries and Targets

MYE Approach: Youth as Partners 
and Agents
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Youth and Road Safety



Young people have a massive 
opportunity to improve road 

safety through active 
engagement in road safety, 
and stimulate positive road 

safety change as beneficiaries, 
partners and leaders in road 

safety across the 
Commonwealth.

Source: Commonwealth Road Safety Initiative Report 2020

“

Youth and Road Safety



MYE for Road Safety: A Model

Youth-Led Research Youth to Youth 
Capacity Building 

Youth-led Schools Based 
Road Safety Education (RSE)

Independent Youth-led 
Safe System Projects  

Stage 1 Stage 2

Stage 3



Samoa: Piloting the Model



Stage 1 – Youth-Led Research

What?

Young people in Samoa will be mobilized to collect 
representative qualitative data about road-user 

knowledge, skills and attitudes as regards existing 
and proposed road safety legislation and policies.



Stage 2 – Youth-Led Capacity Building

What?

Youth leaders will be mobilized to design and 
conduct a peer-to-peer 6-week capacity building 

program, aimed at increasing youth 
understanding of the safe system approach, 
gender-responsive road safety and building 

project management skills



Stage 3.1 - Youth-Led Schools-Based RSE

What?

Local youth will be engaged to design and run 
road safety education (RSE) and awareness 

raising activities in all schools along the Central 
Cross Island Road in the modality of a World's 

Largest Lesson (WLL).

Key Principles

ContextualAge-Differentiated

Integrated Themes

Practical

Collaborative Safe System



The Evidence for Youth-led Awareness Raising in 
Schools



Stage 3.2 - Independent Youth-Led Safe System 
Road Safety Projects

What?

Local youth will be incentivized and supported 
to design and implement their own 

independent road safety projects, spanning 
the spectrum of safe system interventions, and 

integrating the core themes of gender and 
environmental sustainability.



Imagining the Future

IN SAMOA
• Integrate youth-led education into the Samoan 

National Road Strategy

• Support ongoing independent youth-led 
initiatives

AND BEYOND
• MEL to evaluate and improve the model

• Trial model in other DMCs

A SAFE SYSTEM OF ROAD 
SAFETY IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC



YouthForAsia

linkedin.com/showcase/youthforasia

youthforasia@adb.org

YouthForAsia

youthforasia

Follow us on Social 
Media!

bit.do/yfa_youtube

https://www.facebook.com/YouthForAsia
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/youthforasia/
https://twitter.com/YouthForAsia
https://www.instagram.com/youthforasia/
http://bit.do/yfa_youtube

