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Asia and the Pacific was off 
track to achieve the SDGs 
before COVID-19

The pandemic makes a 
challenging outlook worse



Notes: (1) Data do not include Social Security 
Contributions; (2) Data refer to central government 
for Bangladesh, India and Vietnam. Source: OECD 
Revenue Statistics 2020 and ADB key indicators
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Financing for the SDGs is an even greater challenge 

Source UNDP January 2020 based on data from the World Bank, IMF and others. 

Domestic public

Domestic private

International private

International public

South East
INO   PHI   THA   VIE

South Pacific 
FIJ   PNG

East
MONBAN  IND

Central West
ARM   GEO   PAK

2018       11.5   15.7   16.5  18.5       7.4    6.9        23.7  12.1            20.5        21.1   25.6    13.0

2019       11.4   12.9   16.1  22.4      10.2   7.3        20.0  17.0            24.2        17.7   23.5    10.0

INDONESIA

BANGLADESH INDIA

PAKISTAN

THAILAND

PHILIPPINES
VIETNAM

FIJI

MONGOLIA

ARMENIA

GEORGIA

Tax-to-GDP Ratios Between 2010 and 2018 



Localizing the SDGs remains critical

→ Two-thirds of the 169 SDG operational targets 
involve subnational governments*

→ Half of the Voluntary National Reviews of 
countries in Asia and Pacific involved local 
governments in consultation processes

* Jeffrey Sachs et al. 2019. Sustainable Development Report 2019. Transformation to Achieve the SDGs. New York.



Decentralization, 
Local Governance, 
and Localizing SDGs
in Asia
→ ADB’s first e-learning on SDGs

→ Six courses in two months 

→ Brought in diverse group of 
resource persons, participants 
from ADB’s developing member 
countries

E-Learning



ADB operations under Strategy 2030 
help member countries achieve the SDGs

ADB Projects Mapped to the SDGs (2019)

→ Projects link to the 
SDGs

→ Country Partnership 
Strategies reflect 
national SDG priorities

→ Projects mobilize 
finance for SDGs 

→ Targeted technical 
assistance

SECTOR-BASED 
GOALS

CROSS-CUTTING 
THEMATIC GOALS



ADB is responding to the crisis 

→ $20 billion package to fight COVID-19 in 
ADB’s developing member countries

INDONESIA

→ COVID-19 Response Option to help bear 
fiscal, health, social protection challenges

→ Grant for medical equipment to better 
protect frontline workers

→ Assistance in scaling-up existing social 
assistance programs



WE MUST WORK TOGETHER

→ Commitment to ensure that COVID-19 
recovery programs support low carbon, 
climate resilient development → SDG 
Indonesia One

→ New policy mindsets and new ways 
of doing business

→ Recovery activities should be driven by 
low carbon, green, inclusive, sustainable 
development principles

TO BUILD BACK BETTER



THANK YOU

For free access to ADB knowledge products, reports, 

data and information, visit the following sites:

WWW.ADB.ORG

https://twitter.com/ADB_HQ
https://www.instagram.com/adb_hq/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/asian-development-bank/
https://www.facebook.com/AsianDevBank/



