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Knowledge Advisory Services 
Center (KASC)
We help strengthen ADB’s work on knowledge…

Knowledge 
strategy, 

governance, 

action plan, 
corporate 

reporting

Knowledge and 
learning events, 

tacit knowledge,  

skills development, 
e-learning, etc.

Country 

Knowledge 

Programming

Innovation Knowledge 

partnerships



What are 
Knowledge 
Partnershi
ps?

Knowledge partnership 
agreements

Development partnerships
• ADB-wide cooperation arrangements

• Sector/theme-, country-, region-specific 
cooperation arrangements

Affiliations

Cooperation with NGOs

Associations and networks of 
individuals or organizations with 
common objectives and whose 
members collaborate and contribute 
knowledge, experience, resources, 
and networks.



Strategy 2030

“ADB will actively develop and 
nurture knowledge partnerships 

with bilateral & multilateral 
partners, think tanks, universities, 
CSOs, foundations, and the private 

sector”

“Such partnerships will provide 
platforms for testing ideas, 
sourcing different ways of 
thinking about critical 
development issues, and jointly 
developing and sharing 
knowledge content”



Capacity Building

Research

Knowledge Sharing

Implementation / Technical 
Support

Innovation and Pilots

What ADB can do with knowledge 
partners

Global level

Partnerships are needed at

Regional level

Local level

Institutional reforms/Policy 
Dialogues

Formation of capital/assets



Topics

>25
Countries 

>50

>230
Partnerships

>190
Partners

Knowledge partnerships in Numbers

(as of 2019)



KASC role in knowledge 
partnerships

“Adding 

value” to ADB 
operations

Implementation 

of partnerships

Managing 

partnerships

Ensures mid term 

reviews 

Processing 

partnerships

KASC advises on 
processing 

of partnerships

Quality review 

Revisits Staff Instructions 

How to Guide & FAQ

Capture, evaluation, 

and closure 

Partnerships results 

framework 

Performance evaluation 

(pipeline)

Tracking quality of outputs 

(pipeline)

Identification of 

partners

Work with sector and 
thematic groups

Partnership screening Tool

Partnerships clinics 
(pipeline)

Strategy, advise, quality review



Knowledge 

partnership 
agreement

How to engage with ADB on 
knowledge partnerships?

Covers all ADB sectors 

and themes

think tanks, 
universities, research 
institutions, regional 

organizations, 
governments,  
associations or 

professional bodies of 
private firms

(With transfer of funds to the partner)

ADB-wide 

cooperation 
arrangement

Development 

partnerships 
that help implement 

ADB corporate strategy

IFIs, UN, bilateral 
donors

(No transfer of funds to the partner)

Sector/theme-, 

country-, region-
specific 

cooperation 

arrangement

Development 

partnerships 
that are limited by 

scope, sector/theme, 

country, 
or region

think tanks, universities, 
research institutions, 

regional organizations, 
governments,  associations 

or professional bodies of 
private firms

(No transfer of funds to the partner)

Affiliations

Covers all ADB sectors 

and themes

networks or parties that 
will or have already come 
together for a common 

objective

(With or without transfer of 

funds 
to the partner)



Knowledge 
Partnerships with 
Australia

Government of Australia – Australian Water Partnership

11 KNOWLEDGE 
PARTNERS

with
partnership
agreements

13
over the period 
2009-2019

Of which 9 knowledge partners 

with 11 partnership agreements
support improving “Livable Cities”
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Knowledge Partnerships against Type of Outputs

Knowledge Partnerhip Agreements
with the following Australian partners

Implementatio
n/

technical 
support

Knowledge
sharing

Capacity 
building

Researc
h

Institutional 
reforms/ policy 

dialogues

Innovation
s/ pilots

Formation 
of capitals/ 

assets

1. Australian Agency for International 
Development

✓ ✓ ✓

2. Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

3. Cooperative Research Center for 
Water Sensitive Cities

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

4. Institute of Global Finance, University 
of New South Wales

✓ ✓

5. Government of Australia-Australian 
Water Partnership

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

6. MidCoast Water (2012) ✓ ✓

7. Sydney Water Corporation ✓ ✓

8. Water Corporation of Australia ✓ ✓

9. City West Water ✓ ✓

10 Hunter Water (2011) ✓ ✓

11
.

Yarra Valley Water
✓ ✓

12
.

Hunter Water (2014)
✓ ✓

13
.

MidCoast Water (2013)
✓ ✓

❑ Knowledge outputs of 5 partnership agreements support several DMCs (regional); and 8 directly support a specific ADB DMC (local)

❑ Knowledge partners in green (nos. 3 to 3) support improving “Livable Cities”
❑ Knowledge sharing and capacity building are the common outputs of the partnerships; followed by research,  institutional refo rms/policy dialogues, and 

implementation/technical support

❑ No knowledge partnership supporting innovations/pilots and formation of capitals/assets



Knowledge Partners 
on Livable Cities

Knowledge 

partnership 
agreement

Sector/theme-, 
country-, 
region-, scope-
specific
cooperation 
arrangement

Local level Regional level

1. Hunter Water
2. MidCoast Water
3. Sydney Water Corporation

4. Water Corporation of Australia
5. City West Water
6. Yarra Valley Water
7. Dinas Perumahan, Permukiman

dan Cipta Karya Kota Pekanbaru
8. Empresa Metropolitana de 

Abastecimiento y Saneamiento de 
Aguas de Sevilla

9. Dinas Kebersihan, Pertamanan
dan Pemakaman Kota Jambi

10. Vientiane Capital Water Supply 
State Enterprise

11. Phnom Penh WS Authority
12. Mandalay City Development 

Committee
13. Vitens Evides lnternational
14. Maynilad Water Services, Inc.

15. Leknath Small Town Water Supply 
and Sanitation User Committee

16. NEP Department of Water 
Supply and Sewerage

17. Khulna Water Supply and 

Sewerage Authority 
18. Saigon Water Corporation
19. Metropolitan Waterworks 

Authority
20. Yangon City Development 

Committee 
21. Ranhill Utilities Sdn Bhd
22. National Water Supply and 

Drainage Board 

23. Binh Duong Water Supply 
Sewerage Environment Co. Ltd.

24. Manila Water Company, Inc.
25. Water PNG
26. Pacific Water and Wastewater 

Association
27. Nghe An Water Supply One 

Member Ltd. Co.
28. Haiphong Sewerage and Drainage 

Co. Ltd.

29. Mahendranagar Water Users 
and Sanitation Committee

30. Chandrautta Water Users and 
Sanitation Committee

31. Charali Water Users and 

Sanitation Committee
32. Kakadvitta Water Users and 

Sanitation Committee
33. Quang Binh Urban and 

Environment One Member Ltd. 
Co.

34. King County Wastewater
35. Provincial Waterworks 

Authority

36. Department of Housing and 
Urban Planning of Ministry of 
Public Works and 
Transportation

37. Tonga Water Board
38. Eda Ranu
39. WaterLinks
40. Colombo Municipal Council
41. Samoa Water Authority
42. Nazarbayev University

1. Gov't of Australia-Australian Water 
Partnership

2. College of Architecture and Urban 

Planning, Tongji University
3. Chinese Institute of Engineers
4. City of Yokohama
5. AIT Austrian Institute of Technology
6. Seoul Housing and Communities 

Corporation
7. Ministry of the Environment, Japan
8. Toilet Board Coalition
9. Korea Research Institute for Human 

Settlements
10.New Energy and Industrial Technology 

Development Organization
11.Ministry of Finance of Republic of SIN
12.Global Green Growth Institute
13.Korea Transport Institute
14.USAID
15.International Water Association
16.Federal Ministry for Economic 

Cooperation and Development
17.International Enterprise Singapore Board
18.UN-HABITAT
19.US EPA

1. Cooperative Research Center for Water Sensitive Cities

2. Institute of Global Finance, University of New South Wales
3. Center for Spatial Information Science, University of Tokyo
4. UP National College of Public Administration and Governance

5. NUS (Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy)
6. K water (2018)

1. Singapore ETH Center

ADB has 68 knowledge partners and 57 partnership agreements over the 

period 2002-2020
❑ 9 knowledge partners from Australia with 11 partnership agreements




