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#1. Dec 17, 2019: 
South Korea's 
emergency exercise 
in December 
facilitated 
coronavirus testing, 
containment
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#2. Jan 20, 2020: The first imported 
case of COVID-19 is detected during a 
screening at Incheon international 
airport. The carrier is a Chinese woman 
from Wuhan, Hubei Province, China.
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#3. Jan 27, 2020: 
South Korean health 
officials convene 
representatives from 
over 20 medical 
companies at a 
conference room 
inside Seoul train 
station.
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#4. Feb 2, 2020: The Ministry of Health and 
Welfare announces foreigners coming from 
Hubei will be denied entry into Korea.
Travelers from china entering Korea will be 
directed to a separated arrival hall in Incheon 
international airport.
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#5. Feb 4, 2020: 
The government 
announces 
approval of test kits 
manufactured by 
Kogene Biotech Co 
Ltd.

4 April 2020 8



#6. Feb 18, 2020: The media 
confirms a new COVID-19 
patient. This individual, a 
member of the Shincheonji 
church in Daegu city, later 
becomes commonly known as 
“Patient 31" and labeled as a 
“Super Spreader" that 
resulted in the massive spike 
in COVID-19 patient numbers 
in the days to follow.
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#7. Feb 26, 2020: 
Goyang city begins 
operating a drive-
through testing 
station. This is the 
first drive-through 
testing station in 
Korea operated by the 
local government.
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#8. Feb 27, 2020:
South Korea to 
introduce 
distribution 
system for face 
masks, ban mask 
exports
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#9. Mar 10, 2020: The Ministry of 
Education postpones the start of the 
new school year for kindergartens and 
elementary, middle, and high schools 
until March 23.
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#10. Mar 19, 2020: 
Special immigration 
procedures are 
expanded to include 
all Koreans and 
foreigners entering 
Korea.
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March 28, 2020: The 
number of recovered 
covid-19 patients in 
South Korea 
surpasses the number 
of patients in 
quarantine or isolated 
treatment.
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Second wave: ‘We need to be 
alert’: Scientists fear second 
coronavirus wave as China’s 
lockdowns ease
The End.
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