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The city as a sponge
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Urban design and ecological imperative



Soaking it up: embracing floods through 
urban and structural design 
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Eco-Urban Regional Planning can address ad-hoc, project-
based processes of land annexation and development.



https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/08/sponge-cities-china-flood-protection-nature-wwf/

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/08/sponge-cities-china-flood-protection-nature-wwf/


Sponge Cities 

• Power of 
demonstration

• Technically supported 
• Incentivizes through 

public funds  

• Funding model: 
capital, PPPs, O&M

• Time pressure
• Lack of experience 
• Weak implementation
• Limited in scale

• Inefficient 
cooperation 

• Lack of public 
participation

• Window dressing 

• Est 2015
• 30 pilot cities
• 3 year 

implementation
• USD 2.5 billion
• Complementary



From principles and practice, to reality 
in DMCs
• Seductive?
• It all looks so logical and simple – but 

can it really work?
• Who wins and losses from this 

process?
• If you were return to your 

governments and say “I’ve been 
thinking, there’s a good idea ….”



• https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/08/sponge-
cities-china-flood-protection-nature-wwf/

• https://youtu.be/WNQczTRuCbY
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