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LETTERS reu

...............................................................................................................................................................

Dear Editor,

Finance minister Mark Brown’s
response to criticism of Te Mato
Vai project by resident John
Scott on the Te Mato Vai project,
published in a story in CI News
on May 25, is pathetic.

Let’s start with an example:
1f you have a home to be built
within three months and budg-
eted at $150,000, you would ex-
pect the job would be the done
in that timeframe and at about
the cost indicated.

Would anyone be happy if
their house was still not com-
plete after six months, there
were budget over-runs and the
builder could not give you a
completion date time or final

Why is it any different for
Te Mato Vai project? The offi-
cial word at the beginning was
that it would be complete by
2015 and that we would have
reliable potable water supply to

agreementand the initial EXIM
bank loan of $29.5 million were
signed in late 2012 (Capital
book 3, 2012/13, page 14).

We all knew this project
would fail as it was based on
assumptions and the approach
considered clearly would not
work. The warnings were loud
and clear in the petition present-
ed to parliament over the pro-
ject. Why can’t we use cheaper
options? What happens in the
eventof abudgetover-run? How
much will people pay for their
water usage? We can all use lan-
guage to debate an issue, butat
theend of the day, what is the fi-
nal cost, when will itbe finished,

TMV entourage at Te Kapuanga
meeting house on January 29,
2015, Apart from other con-
cerns we asked for comprehen-
siveﬂmndﬂandendneeﬂu

oo  t_ B SYTo o

water treatment process each
AVG filtration unit is costed at
around $NZ1.8 million. That
does not include maintenance
and installation. Then there are
the water tanks and installation
costs. This alone would be more
than $3.5million at each intake.
Who will fund the additional
millions?

Now what problems arise
apart from initial build costs?
Ongoing maintenance costs.

Secondly, the pressure be-
cause when you have water go-
ing through aseries of pipes and
other units there is a reduction
in water pressure. In some cases,
the terrain in some intakes like
Taipara and Totokoitu will not
allow the infrastructure to be
built unless they dig away large
amounts of hillsides or build
downstream, again weakening
Wwater pressure.
1f you want evidence of that,
goup to the Turangi intake. Re-

B . T

installation and maintcnance
programmes are done to stand-
ard. So where does his 100 years
come from? All of this is avail-
able on-line from the likes of
Iplex water pipes, Sydney and

L e

This would ensure more than
triple the holding capacity of all
intakes. Offer 5000 litre tanks
to all houscholds. Give them to
2800 houscholds and they can
be paid off over three years. The

anssmiantd e L wmillinn AAA

“The official word

at the beginning

was that it would
be complete
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