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Countries are using different tools for sector-based 
planning and implementation.

But there is a lack of familiarity with tools that can 
facilitate an integrated approach.

During the stocktake, countries identified the need for…

➢Guidance to support institutional coordination to aid
integration of environmental priorities and strengthen
horizontal and vertical policy coherence

➢ Tools to improve government interface and
engagement with other stakeholders during policy
formulation

➢ Tools for effectively linking development plans with
financing and investment, e.g. green bonds, green
taxes, climate change budget tagging etc.

➢Guidance highlighting best practice in innovative
technologies and approaches, e.g. circular economy
approach, green procurement, and sustainability
reporting

Rationale for the Tool Compendium

https://www.adb.org/publications/environmental-dimensions-sdgs-tool-compendium

https://www.adb.org/publications/environmental-dimensions-sdgs-tool-compendium


Types of Tools in the Tool Compendium

• Strategic tools
• Ensure appropriate weighting of the environmental

SDGs
• Conceptual, create mutual understanding and

consensus
• Procedural tools

• Assess the extent to which policies, plans, and programs
support environmental objectives

• Organizational tools
• Applied to implement wider changes in institutional

structures and governance
• Strengthen the position of environmental stakeholders

while creating wider “umbrella” collaborative networks



Policy Cycle Application
Stage 1: Issue identification and framing.
Stage 4: Monitoring, evaluation, and 
reporting.

SDG Interlinkages 
Example



Tool Example: Systems Thinking

Considers the interlinkages and interactions 
between the system’s components and seeks 
to address them in a holistic manner.



• Food-Water-Energy (FEW) Nexus

• UNECE’s Water-Food-Energy-Ecosystems (WFEE) Nexus

• Sweden Royal Institute of Technology and UNDESA’s “Climate, 
Land Use, Energy and Water Development (CLEWD) Nexus

Tool Example: Nexus Approaches



Assesses the potential impact of policies, plans, and programs on the 
environment, and taking environmental considerations into account in 
the decision-making process.

Tool Example: 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)



Tool Example: 
System of Environmental Economic Accounting (SEEA)

A framework that brings together a comprehensive set of economic and 
environmental accounts to measure the condition of the environment, 
the contribution of the environment to the economy, and the impact of 
the economy on the environment.



• Understand the critical interlinkages within and between 
goals and targets

• Promote policy coherence and integration of the SDGs’ 
environmental dimensions

• Develop and select appropriate indicators, policies, plans, 
and institutional arrangements, to support effective 
implementation of these environmental dimensions

• Ensure that appropriate emphasis is given to SDGs 12, 14, 
and 15

• Some pilot projects made use of the tools in the 
compendium but tailored to their own national context.

By selecting appropriate approaches, tools and methods, and tailoring them to 
their country situation and capacity to implement, governments and private 
sector can better…

Identified Challenges at Different Stages of 
the Policy Cycle



Thank you.

https://events.development.asia/learning-events/regional-
knowledge-sharing-workshop-strengthening-environment-
dimensions-sdgs-asia

https://events.development.asia/learning-events/regional-knowledge-sharing-workshop-strengthening-environment-dimensions-sdgs-asia



