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Overview and structure

1. SDG 12 – SCP and circular economy linkages
2. Circular economy for SDGs and climate

mitigation
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What’s in a name?

“Sustainable materials 
management and 
resource efficiency” in 
the US

“Sustainable 
consumption and 
production”

Spectrum of different perspectives

“Resource 
efficiency” in 
India

“Circular 
Economy” 
in the EU “Circular 

Economy” 
in China
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“3Rs” in 
Japan
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SDG 12 – Responsible Consumption and Production
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SDG 12 – Responsible Consumption and Production
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SDG 12 – Responsible Consumption and Production
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Circular economy - new opportunities across many sectors
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“… could generate a net economic benefit of €1.8 trillion for Europe by 
2030.” (McKinsey) 

“…could save European manufacturers $630 billion a year by 2025.” 
(Ellen MacArthur Foundation, 2014)

“…could create 3 million extra jobs by 2030 and reduce 
unemployment by 250,000” (WRAP, 2015)

EU 2050 Long Term Strategy – CE is treated as the key to a competitive 
EU industry and the circular economy as a key enabler to reduce GHG 
emissions – approx. 50% of needed emissions reductions from 
industrial sector (Material Economics / Sitra)

Circular economy business models are attracting big investments: the 
EIB launched a 10 billion EUR initiative in July 2019.
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Circular economy – “Nuggets”



Chatham House  |  The Royal Institute 
of International Affairs 

9

Concepts and terms in the circular economy
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Butterfly diagram - Ellen MacArthur Foundation 

Source: http: Ellen MacArthur Foundation 2015
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Circular economy is gaining traction worldwide

Including an increasing number of 
developing countries
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Circular economy contributions to achieving the SDGs

Source: Schroeder et al. 2018
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Circular Economy in the EU

EU Circular Economy Package (adopted in December 2015)

The proposed actions will contribute to "closing the loop" of product 
lifecycles through greater recycling and re-use, and bring benefits for 
both the environment and the economy. 

•A common EU target for recycling 65% of municipal waste by 2030; 
•A common EU target for recycling 75% of packaging waste by 2030; 
•A binding landfill target to reduce landfill to maximum of 10% of municipal 
waste by 2030; 
•A ban on landfilling of separately collected waste; 
•Promotion of economic instruments to discourage landfilling ; 
•Simplified and improved definitions and harmonised calculation methods for 
recycling rates throughout the EU; 
•Concrete measures to promote re-use and stimulate industrial symbiosis -
turning one industry's by-product into another industry's raw material; 
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Circular economy & Green New Deal

https://aclima.eus/en/circular-economy-erected-as-number-
one-priority-of-european-green-deal/
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EU Circular Economy Monitoring Framework 

The EU monitoring 
system to measure 
progress towards the 
circular economy 
consists of four 
categories with ten 
indicators.



Thank you
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Thank you for your attention

pschroeder@chathamhouse.org

mailto:pschroeder@chathamhouse.org
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The world economy depends on trade in resources…

© AFP
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…and trade in waste products

Source: ISWA (2014 data from comtrade)Chatham House  |  The Royal Institute of International Affairs 

Global trade in ewaste
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Changes in EU plastic waste exports

Source: EEA European Environment Agency 2019
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Circular economy as new development model? 




