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A safe operating space for humanity
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SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 

GOALS

DEVELOPMENT POLICY 
PLANNING LAW MONGOLIA SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT VISION-2030

2015 2015 2016

In September 2015, the UN General 
Assembly adopted the 

Sustainable Development 
Summit.

17 goals, 169 goals, and 244 
indicators.

The Parliament of Mongolia passed 
Resolution No. 19 on February 5, 2016. 
4 directions, 14 sectors, 44 objectives 

are to be implemented in 3 stages.

In November 2015, Parliament of 
Mongolia passed the DPPL by  

Resolution No. 105.



THE GOVERNMENT OF MONGOLIA RECOGNIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF “WHOLE OF 
GOVERNMENT” AND “WHOLE OF SOCIETY” APPROACHES

Apex level institutional mechanisms have been established:

 Sub-Committee on SDGs under the Standing Committee on Social Policy,
Education, Culture and Science of the Parliament

 National Council for Sustainable Development headed by the Prime
Minister

 National Development Agency mandated to provide technical policy
support and ensure mainstreaming of the SDGs

 National Statistical Office to strengthen SDG indicators and data
collection

National Council for Sustainable Development includes multi-stakeholders



POLICIES THAT NEED TO BE REVIEWED

Total 567

Active 203 Parliament 

resolution
51 Vision 5

Policy 23

Policy basis 1

Strategy 2

Guideline 6

National Program 6

Program 1

Plan 3

Direction 1

List 1

Cabinet of

ministers’ 

resolution

145 Policy 12

Strategy 9

National Program 70

Program 29

Subprogram 2

Master plan 1

Plan 13

Direction 5

List 3

Stopped 3

Inactive 68

Finished 294

COHERENCE OF EXISTING 
DEVELOPMENT POLICIES



Four types of assessment conducted by the Principal Working Group:

Whether policies have targets and indicators for each goal and objective

How short and medium-term policy outcomes are contributing towards 
achieving the MSDV-2030

Whether policies are compliant with the Law on Development Policy and 
Planning

The extent of alignment between existing short and medium-term policies 
and SDGs, MSDV-2030, the Government Action Programme, and sectoral
long-term policies 



Negative status of 
environmental indicators



 Air pollution is not only
an issue of the capital city

 Reducing air pollution is an issue
that requires inter-sectoral coordination

DEVELOPMENT CHALLENGE IN FOCUS: AIR POLLUTION

 Comprehensive solution of policy
planning and implementation is
essential

Air pollution analysis provides a model that
can be applied to other SDG challenges



Issue of air 
pollution cuts 
across SDGs and 
stakeholders



1). Desk review of existing tools in Mongolia and 
globally

2). Develop a tool suitable for Mongolia

3). Test the tool in two sectoral policies
Economic: State Policy on Energy, 2015-2030. 
Social: State Policy on Health, 2017-2026

DEVELOPMENT OF THE TOOL



Бүлэг 2

49 existing tools in Mongolia

Approved by the Government

Science Academy of Mongolia and other researchers

Private sector

International organizations

Guideline for conducting Environmental Impact 
Assessment

Green Development Indicators were developed and 
used to assess aimag development policies

TOC – Sustainable Finance Initiative has been 
established and being undertaken

World Bank – Improving Hygiene and Sanitation in 
ger area districts

EXISTING TOOLS IN MONGOLIA



Бүлэг 2 EXISTING TOOLS GLOBALLY

- ADB
- OECD
- UN  systems

- UNDESA
- UNDP
- UNEP
- UN Global Compact
- UN SDG Compass

- Research institutes, e.g. SEI
- World Business Council for

Sustainable Development (WBCSD)
- SDG Tools

Bhutan Gross National Happiness (GNH) Policy Screening Tool

“SDG Interactions Framework” from SEI

International tools



PRINCIPLES USED IN IDENTIFYING THE TOOL 

Be directed towards improving the implementation of environmental aspects of SDGs

Be able to be used to mainstream environmental issues into national policies

Be able to use at a policy planning stage

Be easy to use, also without detailed environmental knowledge

Help everyone rethink nature as a crucial and valued asset

Be able to used by non-governmental stakeholders



QUESTIONNAIRE-BASED TOOL: FORMULATION OF THE QUESTIONS

12 targets10 targets8 targets

2 targets (2.4, 2.5)

1 target (3.9)

1 target (4.7)

3 targets (7.1, 7.2, 7.3 )

1 target (8.9 )

1 target (9.4 )

6 targets (11.3, 11.4, 11.6, 11.7, 11.А, 11.В )

2 target (13.1, 13.3 )

1 target (14.4)

48 targets
from

12 SDGoals

The questions in the toolkit were developed based on a nationally identified indicators for the environment-related SDGs.



Shortlisted tool 1 Shortlisted tool 2 Shortlisted tool 3

Bhutan Gross National Happiness (GNH) 
Policy Screening Tool

Policy objective filtration tool BNH + Policy objective filtration tool

Advantage:

• Well-implemented
• Simple
• Easy to use

• Assesses the policy as a whole.
• Doesn’t show gap
• Difficult to score impact from

multiple targets

Disadvantage:

Advantage:

• Tested in Mongolian aimags
• Dissects the policy by its targets
• Shows gap on objectives left out

Disadvantage:

• No threshold score
• Doesn’t differentiate targets with

negative scores

Advantage:

• Threshold scoring
• Shows gap (targets not aligned with

environment indicators)
• Number of environment indicators reflected

in policy

Disadvantage:

• Doesn’t show targets that need revision
• More complex compared to other tools

Accept

Revisit





Sum

Accept Revisit

score>0 score<0

Proposed policy targets and actions 

in a given sector Sum

Qualitative score Meanings of the score, the nature of the impact

“+2” Direct positive impact

“+1” Indirect positive impact

“0” Neutral

“-1” Indirect negative impact

“-2” Direct negative impact

Total score 

in Area-5
Guide on interpreting the results

“Positive” 

total score

The draft policy is planned to have a positive impact on

the environment-related SDG targets.

“0” total 

score

The draft policy needs improvement.

“Negative” 

total score

The draft policy NEEDS TO BE RECONSIDERED in order to

better align with the environment-related SDG targets.



TEST: State Policy on Energy, 2015-2030 Бүлэг 4

№ #ТХЗ
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

1.1 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.5 1.6 2.1 2.2 2.3 2.4 3.1 3.2 3.3 4.1 4.2 4.3 5.1 5.2 5.3 5.4 5.5 6.1 6.2 6.3 6.4 6.5 6.6

3 3.9 1 1 2
5 6.1 1 1 1 3
6 6.2 1 1 1 3

10 6.6 1 1
13 7.1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 10
14 7.2 -2 -2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4
15 7.3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9

17 9.4 -2 -2 1 -2 1 1 1 1 1 0
19 11.4 -2 -2
20 11.6 -2 -2 1 1 1 -1
22 11.A -2 -2 1 -2 1 1 -3
24 12.1 1 1 2
25 12.2 1 1 1 1 4
27 12.4 1 1 2
28 12.5 1 1
30 12.7 -2 -2 1 -3
33 12.C 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9
36 14.4 -2 -2 -4
37 15.1 -2 -2
38 15.2 1 1
40 15.4 -2 -2 -2 -6
41 15.5 -2 -2 -4

-11 -10 2 1 3 6 -3 0 8 3 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 3 -1 3 4 7 1 25

1

+25

-2

1

2

3 Several of energy policy targets 
positively reflect SDG 7.1

4

1.6 – 6.1 - positive

5

Policy target 2.3. has positive 
impact on most of SDG targets. 

6
Policy target 1.1 has negative 
impact on most SDG targets

Some targets should be carefully 
revisited7

1.1 – 7.2 - negative

Several of energy policy targets 
conflicts with SDG 11.A



Бүлэг 4 TEST: State Policy on Health, 2017-2026

№ #ТХЗ

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69

1.1 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.5
1.6 1.7 1.8 1.9 1.10 1.11 1.12 1.13 2.1 2.2 2.3 2.4 2.5 2.6 2.7 2.8 2.9 2.10 2.11 2.12 3.1 3.2 3.3 3.4 3.5 3.6 3.7 3.8 4.1 4.2 4.3 4.4 4.5 4.6 4.7 4.8 5.1 5.2 5.3 5.4 5.5 5.6 6.1 6.2 6.3 6.4 6.5 6.6 6.7 6.8 6.9 7.1 7.2 7.3 7.4 7.5 7.6 7.7 8.1 8.2 8.3 8.4 8.5 8.6 1

1 2.4
1 1

3 3.9
1 1 1 1 1 5

4 4.7
1 1 2

6 6.2
1 1

8 6.4
1 1

23 11.B
1 1 2

24 12.1
1 1 1 3

30 12.7
1 1

34 13.1
1 1 2

42 15.6
1 1

43 15.7
1 1

48 15.C
1 1

2 2 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21
+21

1.2 – 6.2. - positive

1
1 2

Several of health policy 
targets positively reflect 
SDG 12.1

3 4

Policy target 6.9 has positive 
impact on several SDG targets

State Policy on 
Health

has a positive 
impact on 

environmental 
SDGs



NEXT STEPS

• Mainstream the tool into development policy planning

processes

• Continue to work towards ensuring comprehensive and

coherent policy mechanisms

• Capacitate respective policy planners on the use of the tool

• Encourage the use of the tool by non-government stakeholders

Change in the country’s development path will require consensus from and involvement

of all stakeholders.


