
Seoul, a startup-centered city,

creating jobs and producing unicorn startups 



History of Seoul Startup Hub 

2013. 2.  
Made a plan to utilize the 
Human Resources 
Development Service of Korea 
HQ Bldg. 
(signed by the Vice Mayor) 

2014. 4. Startup Center 
Innovative master plan  
2014. 5. Land formation plan 
2014. 7. Formation of functions 
and spaces 
2014. 9. Pass through 
investment examination 

2015. 1. Design competition 
2015. 4. Design basic 
implementation 

2016. 3. Construction launched 

2017. 4. Complete the construction 
2017. 6. 1st Recruitment of residential 
startups 
Open the main building (6.21) 
2017. 9. Hold Seoul Startup Fair 
Establish Seoul Startup Integrated 
Information Network 
2019. 10. 2nd Recruitment of residential 
startups 
Co-host Asia Beat Seoul 
2017.12. 3rd Recruitment of residential 
startups 
Hold Startup Boxing Day 
Hold Startup Trend Review 

2018. 3. Open Annex Building (3.30) 
Co-host Entrepreneurs Night Seoul 
2018. 4. Global Boot Camp 
Co-host Orange Fab Asia in Seoul  
2018. 6. 4th Recruitment of 
residential startups 
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2018.10 서울 스타트업 엑스포  2018 

2018.11 서울마켓엑세스 

2018.12 ASEAN 부트캠프 



 
Incubation 

Space  
 

Systematic and phased 
Incubation Space 

Open Space 
 

Start-upㆍCitizens 
Communication 
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Annex building 
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• BM development workshops and 
coaching service 
•Product/service design,  & customer 
development 
• Feasibility checkup & customers’ 
responses inspection 
•Provide co-working space on 2nd fl. 
•Provide financial business support to 30 
teams 
•Provide working spaces to final 10 
teams 

• Targeting 1- to 3- year-old 
startups 
• Provide working spaces that 
accommodate 4 to 6 people 
• Provide business support money 
(KRW 10 mil.) 
• Support marketing and investment 
• Provide mentoring & Hub 
Partners-linked support 
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•Targeting 3 to 7-year-old 
businesses  
•  Provide working spaces that 
accommodate 6 to 15 people 
•Provide business support money 
(KRW 50 mil.) 
•Help  startups upgrade products and 
services 
• Provide investment-linked support 
• SR(Sales Relation): 
Large/Medium/Small-scale 
business-linked 
• Support global expansion 
• Provide Hub Partners-linked 
support 

Life-Cycle Support for Startups 
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Performance of hosted start-ups 

Startups 

839 Startups 

BI 

189 Startups Pre-BI 

505 Teams 

Sales 

42.2bil 
(KRW) 

Newly hired 
 employees 

949 
person 

Investment 

28.8bil 
(KRW) 

IPRs 

338 
(IPRs) 

Global 

10 Startups Post-BI 

47 Startups 



Global 
Reach  

Investment 

Law and 
Accounting 

Accelerators

 

Collaboration with Professional Partners 

7 



Seoul, a startup-centered city 

 

※ 
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•Z-INNOWAY 
•Rocket Space 
•大公坊 Korea 
•AQS 
(China) 

•Sydney Startup Hub 
•The Actuator 
(Australia) 

•Dublin GEC 
(Ireland) 

•ACEIC 
(Singapore) 

•Sprint Academy 
•International  Accelerator 
•Plug&Play 
(USA) 

•Society 3 
(Switzerland ) 

•Creative  Valley 
(France) 

•Qatar Innovation Center  
(Qatar) 

Global Partners:   8  
(MOU signed, as of June 2018)  

50 partners  expected by 2022 

① Inbound : Seoul Market Access Program 

② Outbound : Overseas Business (10 startups per year) 

③ Global accelerator Invitation in Seoul Startup Hub 

Gateway for Global Expansion 

• Nanjing  Municipal 
Government (China) 
• Chengdu  Tianan Cyber Park 
• Invest Lisboa (Portugal) 
• Hong Kong Startup Council 
• Enterprise Singapore  
• Wellington  City Council  
(New Zealand) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• Government of Nepal 
• Government of Bangladesh  
• Government of New South 
Wales (Australia) 
• Ministry of Social 
Development and Human 
Security (Thailand) 
• Da Nang Hi-tech Park 
(Vietnam) 
• Agency for Strategic Initiative  
(Rus) 



-
-

•

Networking on Purpose 
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Network Platform 
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2018 

Seoul Startup Fair AsiaBeat Seoul Startup Boxing Day Startup Trend Review 

192 companies participation 

3,000  visitors 
[Exhibition, IR, Startup Center ] 

105 companies participation 
 

50 global investors 
[IR, global Accelerators) 

80 companies participation 

2,200 visitors  

[Product sales, Exhibition] 

170 companies participation 
 [policy proposal,  

 Trend research and analysis] 

Global “Bootcamp” Entrepreneurs Night Seoul  

29 companies participation 

130 visitors 
[Global accelerating] 

20 companies participation  

51 visitors 
[IR, global  collaboration] 

Orange Fab Asia in Seoul  

80 companies participation 

143 visitors 
[Asia+France IR] 

800 visitors 
[Blockchain seminar, Demoday] 

GSC in HUB 

Expecting 1,000 visitors 
 [Recruiting, Distribution-link 

First anniversary party, “Cul-two Show”] 

1st anniversary ceremony 

Networking 
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120 Startups, 4,500 Visitors 
20 Countries 

 [EXPO, Seminar, Forum, MOU] 

Seoul Startup EXPO 2018 

4 Countries 5 Startups 
 [Global Inbound, Field Trip, Demoday] 

Seoul Market Access 



System builder for Seoul startup ecosystem 

2 
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Establish startup DB  

 Provide investment 

information 

• List-up of domestic 

players (116 venture 

capitals, 115 angels, 22 

Univ. BIs, etc.) 

Private+Public 
Business 

Information 

News &  
Features 

Policy 
 report 

Capacity  
examination 

Success  
case,  
Jobs,  

Products 

Facility 
reservation, 

event 
application, 

etc. 

Global Gateway Prototyping · Media center Research 



Seoul Startup Hub will be the base of startup 

ecosystem, and the foundation to leap into the 

Seoul “Startup” Metropolitan Government.  
We will do our best. 

  
Thank you.  
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