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WaterGuide

WaterGuide

• What is it

• A conceptual framework for improved water policy and strategy in 
response to water scarcity

• Contribution by Australia to the High Level Panel on Water

• Who is it for

• To lead water managers and decision makers through a guided process of 
policy support, driven by local priorities

• To help diagnose problems and identify and guide the implementation of 
solutions

• WaterGuide is not a prescription. It is a starting point for structured 
dialogue and partnership to address water scarcity
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Water scarcity
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A global challenge

• 40 per cent of the world’s people are affected by water scarcity 
(High Level Panel on Water, 2018)

• More than 50 per cent of the world’s cities and 75 per cent of 
all irrigated farms are experiencing water shortages on a 
recurring basis (The Nature Conservancy, 2016)

• Water crises have been named as one of the top five global 
risks in terms of impact every year since 2012 (World Economic 
Forum, 2018)

• The Asia-Pacific region requires US$800 billion in investment 
over the period 2016–2030 in water and sanitation 
infrastructure – ADB’s sovereign water portfolio is growing to 
an estimated US$5 billion a year by 2020 (ADB, 2018)
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Context

• The net effect of adopting effective water policies 
could be equivalent to more than a 10 per cent boost 
in GDP growth in some countries (World Bank, 2017)

• Strong business case for improving policy and strategy 
and the evidence to support this

• Australia has lived this journey

WaterGuide
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Baseline is scarcity and variability
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1 Feb – 31 July 2016 1 Feb – 31 July 2018
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Realising the benefits of water 
reform

WaterGuide

Estimate of permanent plantings by water use (GL) southern Murray-Darling Basin, 2006-07 to 2024-25
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Australia’s offer with WaterGuide

• Committed to sharing our 
experience

• Including to complement the contribution 
of our Water Tools

• We recognise that water 
management is context-specific

• So are focused on
• Universal lessons
• Delivering on local needs
• Practical action to accelerate progress

WaterGuide
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WaterGuide framework
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WaterGuide activities to date 
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Iran
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Mexico
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Senegal
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Jordan
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Putting WaterGuide into practice

WaterGuide
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Three phases of cooperation in 
Jordan

• Phase 1 (July-Dec 2017): Initial policy dialogue; establishment of 
Jordan-Australia Water Reform Collaboration 

• Phase 2 (Jan-June 2018): Refinement of priorities for collaboration; 
preparation of bridging project scopes

• Phase 3 (July-Dec 2018): Completion of bridging projects

• Next phase (TBC): Completion of detailed work on priority projects

WaterGuide



17

Insights from implementation

• Unsustainable surface water and/or groundwater use

• Cities, towns and industries are experiencing shortages

• Significant environmental assets at risk or in terminal decline

• The need for reform and reallocation is recognised

• Solutions are available but hampered by constraints 
(information, political, financial, capacity, etc.)

• WaterGuide implementation to date shows promise in 
structuring partnerships and pathways for practical action 

WaterGuide
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