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100+ members
in 7 regions: 

Africa, Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Mexico, U.S.

50 cities
Active engagements

30 years
of results



PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE & EQUITABLE 

TRANSPORTATION WORLDWIDE
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How we work



THIRD BILLION



‘Women have inferior access to 

both private and public means of 

transport while assuming a higher 

share of their household’s travel 

burden’ 

Source: GRHS, 2013
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¬ USD 28 trillion could be added to the global economy by 2025 
Source: McKinsey Global Institute
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Urban Transport









Streets for cars



Streets for people



Urban Transport 



Gendered 

Travel
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Gendered Travel: Mode of travel to place of work 



Gendered Travel

Source: GRHS, 2013 

Trip Chaining Accompanying Travelers Time of Travel 
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Gendered Travel



Sanjay Camp, Delhi 

Gendered Travel

Source: Anand and Tiwari, 2005

Greater sensitivity to the shelter-transport-livelihoods link

Time Poverty 

26% 19% (75%) 

12km

89%42%

52% 2% (75%)

5km 

100% 43%

Work within 1 hour of 

commute time

Trip lengthModal Shares

56% = No Exp

13% = Rs 4

Cost of Travel 

48% = No Exp

4% = Rs 4



Source: ITRANS, 2012)

Gendered Travel

35% 5.8% 40% 
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Travel TimeTrip lengthModal Shares

Visakhapatnam
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Time Poverty 



Mobility of Care (and leisure)  

Source: Anand and Tiwari, 2005

“A careful appraising and labeling of care-related travel would provide a 

much clearer and more precise understanding of the gender differences in 

transport” Source: Madariaga, 2013 

Gendered Travel



Forced Mobility: When functions that are taken for granted in some 

places are absent in others

Forced Immobility: Constrained or unpermitted travel; latent demand for 

journeys not made 

Gendered Travel

“Good girls from respectable families do not step out in the night”



IPC crimes against women: 8.8% (2007) - 9.4% (2011) - 11.4% (2014)

Normalization, ordinary, continuous nature (Source: Viswanath 2013; Viswanath and Mehrotra 2007)

Daily acts of violence are not linked to brutal forms such as rape (Phadke 2010)

40:25
Rate of crimes against women in million-plus cities 

versus the national average. Source: NCRB, 2015 

Gendered Travel: Violence

Source: NCRB, 2014 

(3,09,546; + 27%) 



51%51% 42%42%

46%46% 17%17%

69%69% 71%71%

88%88%

Source: Jagori, Akshara, Sakhi

Gendered Travel: Violence



City, loitering and risks (Source: Ranade 2007; Phadke 2010)

Safety as a protectionist concern or causing self-restraint

Shift in perception – from the woman to the environment

Safety of belongings

Gendered Travel: Violence



6.85 % | 19 %
Transport Sector

“No place for women”
(Turnbull, Lear, & Thomas, 2009) 

Source: ILO

Women in the Transport sector



Women’s issues as special cases, project and technology centric 

Transport plans, indicators are not gender responsive 

Gender not a ‘core competence’ in urban local bodies 

Gender issues perceived to be the domain of women’s programmes / departments

Policy Responses 



Policy Recommendations 



1. Measure

Gendered 

Mobility Patterns

2. Set Goals 

and Create a 

Mobility Plan 

Underpinning 

Women’s 

Concerns

3. Create an 

Institutional 

Framework for 

Implementatio

n

4. Monitor & 

Evaluate 

4. Share Knowledge 

and Inform Future 

Projects

Source: Adapted from ICRW 
R1-4: Gendered Mobility Plans 

Women’s 

groups, gender 

experts



Mode Specific 

Recommendations 

Source: Shreya Gadepalli



R5: Create safer and comfortable walking 

environments for women and girls







Car oriented People oriented

Pedestrian Connectivity 



Frontage 

zone
Pedestrian zone

Furniture 

zone

Chennai

Pedestrian Infrastructure 



R6: Increase women and girls’ cycling mode 

shares 





Buffer zone

Concrete 2m wide cycle track

Shaded, well lit and continuous lane

Delhi



Santiago, Chile



Safety Audits  



Safety audits with female students 



Karampura BTKalkaji BT

Safety audits around bus terminals  

Quality of pedestrian 

infrastructure, street 

lighting  

Road safety 

Last mile connectivity

Gender diversity 

Public toilets 



R7: Increase women and girls’ safety and use 

of public transport

Source: http://ttc.com.ge



Service Planning and Operations 

Infrastructure

Vehicles 

Institutions

Information & 

Communication

R7: Increase women and girls’ safety and use of public transport 



Service Planning and Operations 

Route Planning, Optimization or 

Feeder Services

Operations: Ladies Specials, 

Reserved Seats, Women-only 

Doors, Hail / Request a Stop  

Frequency 

Fares 



Access to and from 

the Public 

Transport Stop 

Waiting at the 

bus shelter, 

interchange, 

terminal  

Boarding and 

alighting the 

vehicle 

Experience in the 

vehicle 

Source: Adapted from GRHS (2013), Deike, Peters (2001), Hamilton (2000), UN ECOSOC (1997)

Infrastructure



Infrastructure



Infrastructure



Vehicles 

Low, medium or high floor buses

Single or double doors 

Aperture width and door width

Width of the gangway 

Height of the supports



Information and Communication

Information and Signage 

Real time information 

Maps: Public toilets, day care 

centres

Gendered signages

Source: Vienna Sees Differently



Campaigns for perpetrators, 

victims and by-standers 

Source: Edmonton Transit Service 

Information and Communication



R8: Engender transport authorities  



R8: Engender Public Transport Authorities  



R9: Make intermediate 

public transport safer 

for women 



Thank 

You 


