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A Definition

lGlobal Environmental 
Constitutionalism is the study 
and implementation of ways 
to advance positive 
environmental outcomes 
through constitutional means. 
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Environmental Constitutionalism 
Around the Globe

About 167 nations have constitutionalized environment 
objectives:
l Around 85 expressly provide for right to a quality 

environment
l About 15 recognize environmental rights as incorporated into 

other constitutional rights, such as right to life
l More than 100 impose duties to protect the environment
l More than 30 afford special procedural rights in 

environmental matters
l More than 40 incorporate sustainability, public trust or the 

rights of future generations
l Dozens address specific resources (e.g. water, minerals)
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Environmental Constitutionalism in Asia Pacific



Constitutional Environmental Rights: 

National & Subnational Examples

l French Charter: 

“Each one has the 

right to live in a 

balanced and 

respectful 

environment of 

health”

l Pennsylvania’s 

Constitution: “The people 

have a right to clean air, 

pure water, and to the 

preservation of … the 

environment. 

Pennsylvania's public 

natural resources are the 

common property of all 

the people, including 

generations yet to come.”



Countries with the constitutionally 
protected right to a healthy 

environment

Countries with other environmental 
provisions in their constitutions

Countries with no constitutional 
provision or right to a healthy 

environment

Countries with environmental provisions in their national constitutions (2017) 

Source: UN Environment and ELI, Environmental Rule of Law (Forthcoming 2018)



Global Judicial Handbook on 
Environmental Constitutionalism

l Chapter 1: Role of the Judiciary
l Chapter 2: A Taxonomy of Environmental Constitutionalism
l Chapter 3: Justiciability
l Chapter 4: Adjudication
l Chapter 5: Remedies
l Chapter 6: Dignity Rights
l Chapter 7: Climate Justice
l Conclusion: Judicial Engagement
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Companion to Global Judicial 
Handbook on Environmental 

Constitutionalism
l Case Summaries (Also in Background Note)
l Appendix I: Judicial Opinions from Around the 

Globe 
l Appendix II: Reports 
l Appendix III: Sample Provisions
l Appendix IV: Bibliography
l Appendix V: Maps
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A Law School Practicum

l A collaborative practicum course that has 
students assist with operationalizing 
constitutional environmental rights around 
the globe

l Students are paired with a practicum partner 
and produce a paper or other substantial legal 
work
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Thank you.
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