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From

Tfue "pdrec*or Senercl,
Directorate o/Drstnct Jud.iciary,
Lahare High Court, Lahore.

10

.ltII the gfstrlct & Sessfons.ftrdges,
In the Funjab.

,r,&,$3U HC/tr)D.t/DNr

nated.jfl-1/ ortober, 2oI v

Subject:

Dear Sir,

J crm c/irected ta refer ta the subject citecl *boue *rrcl trs in{onn th-a,t

"Fforu'fiIe fhe #Itief, Jus*dca hn.s h*:ru ::lcnssd !"* approu* rst;irlr:i.irt:.s ro l:r
fallowe d" ln c*ses af Gerui.er Based \/ialence (GfiV) in the tight af Sr'tneu.n Akrawt
&a;cr Cruse [PJ^tfrOJ3 ,SC JCIry.

2' You are, tlwrefore, requested ta circulate tlwse guidelines among all
respected Judges worhing an Criminat side und.er gour kind control, to contplg
tuith in.letter and spirit.

Nrectar General
JXrecf'oret f e orr 0istn ct Judiciury

,fif(/n4B$& !& J).4 fe$Ym"rf

Capy is fanuarded far kirLd infarrnatiarz ta: -

l. Principal Stalf Ofrtcer to Ilon'ble Chief Justice, Lahore H{gh Caurt, Latrcre,
tf, Priuate Secretarg ta Han'ble Justice Ayesha A. Matik, Ju.dge, t,ahare Higlr

Caurl, Lahore.
{i{. Staff Officer to ReEstrar, Lahare High Caurt, Lqhore,

ffi
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1" And Whereas there is a neecl to build upon the directives given hy the
supreme caurt i* salrna* Akranr l{aja vs. The (}or,,ernment of Fr_rnjar:
tirrough chief secretary, civil secretariat, l,ahore a*d othersr i* respecr
of victill'ls and vulnrrnble n'ilnesscs il"l rap:e lriais, and ex6en4 them urith
suitahle adaptior: lo apply to women compiainants, vicLims an{i
vuli:eratrle rvitnesses, s,ch as women , children or persons with
disabilities who are giving evidence in cases of viorence;

2' The Lahcre High court, Lahore shall prioritize the gender-i:ased. viole*ce
cases' The courts shall conduct trials in a gender-sensitive manner and
incorporate the directions of the $upreme court in sarman AkramRaja
vs' The Government of Punjatr lhrough Chief Secretary, Civil Secretariat,
Lahore and others2, Section 13 ol the Criminal Law (Amenrlment)
{t)ffcnces reiaterl to }dape) Act ?0163. The international best pracrices
shatrl tre followed in rlealing rn,ith genrler-iraserl violence cases, such as a
cour[room set-up respnnsive lc the need.s of ,,vnrner: and otr-her vuln*rabl*
r'vitnesses. lrr par-ticular, the courr,:i shall acl upox") tl-le guirlelines issuerL
hy Lahcre High Court, Lahorc, as follclws:

1) The magrsfrale unless tlwre &rs compelling reosons shall recarci

thestctement af the victim under sec{ion j64, cr.p.c. in the rlag an whicLt

the appticatlon is rruauer) by lhe lnuestrgatio n Afficer. Tlrc Magistrate, before
proceeding to recorcl lhe sfafernenf shall ensur€ tha"t t?Le uictim {cb,ild-,
women ar anll vuln"erable person/ is made comfarta.ble and he/she is {re-e

af any extrfin€*us pressure.

2) If tlw uictirns af rape are rehtctatrt to appear before a rtale magisfrate as

they cannot ex;rress ri:eir agony uppropriateliT belbrc tlzerrt, tlwreiore if
rerTueslecl f,he st*lernerrl o/ uicfin. he recorrJeri befare fent.*.\e,1.{agislraie,

u"tltere euer is cr.,silahla"

3) An e'ndequor sfunl/ be nade to commil sucft. cases af affenc* la the Caurt gJ'

Sesslons expeditiawsly antl preJerably u,itlrln IS ciays.

u0.13 scMI{ 203.
1 See note 9-
I SecLion 13 provides:
"13. dmendment of section 352, Act V of 1898.-ln the Code, ful seclion 352, the exisbing provisiorr shall be
re-numbered as sub-section (1) of that section and after sub-sectir:n (1) re-numbered as aforesaicl, ihc
following nerv sub*sections shall be inserteel namely:-

'{2) Nohvithstanding anyihing cnntained in sub-section (1), the trial of offences under
section 3544,376,3764,377 arrd 3778 of the Pakistan Penal Code. 1860 (Act XLV of 1860) slrall br,-

conclucted in canrera;
Irrovidecl that the Presiding Officer, if hr: thinks fit, or on an application macle Lry either of

the parties, allorv any, trrar{1rul;ir persoil tl havc arrtes$ lo, tr trc r:r rr.:rlrain in, thr (.Jor,rrt.

(3) Where any proceeciings ere held under sub-section (2), the Covernnreni may arlopt
appropriate mcasure$, including holcling of the trial through video link or usig€ of screen.s, for
the protectiorr of thc victim arrri the n,itr:esses.

('1) Wlrere any proceedings ar{: hrle{ under sub*scction (?), it shall riot Lre Iarvfui for an_y F,erson to print or
publish or broadcastany rnatter in relatir:n tu any such proceerlirrgs, except with the perrniss.icrr of tlre
Court-"'



7)

In srrclt crlses wh*te a uictim shn/l be given an apporTurtity to ]',crue u s'.i.i:,:

COUrr$el Ond itr *fiSes lUlre:e s t'icfrm Jrns n pnuate latuger, she may be

alloturr{ f$ reffillt I}r*;:nunfe lcruSyer'

Itr*t as for as p*ssibtr* eJriel exr:flirtfilior? flnd c,'oss-#r{Gtrrinnfion tsf lh*

r,,icffnt lntlsl b*: conrJuc/eri on llts srtrl* day'

'Xh* Llourf shnil rllnttlltlitt r'l 1r''*tii:l *,r"l.rst7chinlr-r'sfs' pstlr:itolo*7isfs nrtrJ

*vpertsillsfgrtlanrplcgeglr:,tvhotllatildassisllrurecordingthestatenrcnt"

ofu[ctilnrjl€tffInet"{lble&sanrlwher"treguesferlbytheSesslonsCrrurt.

f it is brcughf to llre natice af the Cnurt Jrom a support

person/nd uacr{te/uittiwr/Folice/Prassculiorl departntent regtarding threats

receipeef by fhc uictinz or his/ lter fnrnity nwmbr:rs to aompramise the

mafter, lfue Courl sirsil inrnter{fately dfrect f/re dssisfa nt Supeintefident af

pr:lice fo look irtfo tfte rncfler arwl prauide an actian taken repart before the

Court rui{}rin 3 d*ys. ?}re eaurt nrusl ensurs th*t protecfron rs prouided to

flre uicffm nrld herfcnril3Y'

Irr ceises i* lphlcll ih* rr;rlrr*:s.s i5 l;r:rlr l:lrli: rtnrxrrrntngd untl is bottrtcl

dilrrri, llts Coud slr*ll snsur e tltrtt fif lerlsl thtt trctttelling e'\pensct; '[or

ccrrnirrE lo {irrrlJtom Jar attentiing tlte Courl rlrepaid'

Al rJre finte ef"recordrng *f euid*nce af tfw uictim or wlnerrtble tuitness

irreleunrif psrsons be *Ycktded fi'am the Caurt' Ihis may include an orcier

that i}re accused ls |o be *tctudecl fram the caurt prouided th,at the acgtsed

slrall be al"rle lo see nnd hear /he evidence gtuen'

The prace*dinys of saclr cnses ire condtteted in cantera'

ConcluchnE cr r."rc:l c;ter regr-t/n r cattrt /iottrs where apprapriate'

lftwrepossiirle etitleilce ay'rlctrrn af uiolence shoukj be recar"ded thrattglt

uirleo cattterencing so x/tat rhe rricfirrrs dp not need ta be present in dte

fcurf
liJ,4ur:ri/r;Lrili/y cf .$eree,t.e, orlf;-l.iicu glass, at othsr {t{l"(tn7ern€nIs si:r:}r cs

cfosed circuil lcleilistorr ss f,ltril c t,,iclirn rjl,es rrr:f irruug to ser: llze rtccusgd

persolr i,,t c*ufi urll*ri giuirrq auir/*rice,

.lvJ puesfions pur ln cross-ervcrninnffnrt on b*hof orf nccusr:ci shou/d lse giu*rt

in wnnng lp the &esiding OJltcer trrlro should put, thern ta the uictirn r:r to n

vubterab{e rrrftness in n lnngrn ge wl::ich is clear and not degrading.

Ihere are certnrn ather fnfemafionci besf praclices and" guidelines ta be

increrrenlclly intraduced mlCI tha caurts: -

t\ sttpparliue pers*nlAduacate mcy be all*tued b the uictim/Ntruiuors or
ruirness' clurice lo &e prese nf rohile euidente is berng giuen.

T* make crftl.strrnenls fo lhe lrr:xrn:rffy orr larl,ryers the rJock and the luifness
lrox icr lire rt,iln*ss giuinrl euirjence fn

,&,vanrfnrrfion cnrJ cross eJdfintintrricn ry' lhe ui*tim.f st.truiu*r ure reslnclrd lo
fssrre relev(?rll ro ffir: cilse fiflrl fire rrot .firrr*lous nr ,fur l!.te lturysase,s o/
e rnbrrrlsnittrT or hr:nrilinfipq lh* uiclirt,rsrtru6,r:r ilcluc{inO f.hraygh llw
irrlrerrJuclion o/'e uidence r:ri uiclinl,/srrrr.,ir.ror,s post sexgn ,!, behnuiar, liistory, or
re;rruInf ic;n.
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a 4) To deuelap practi* guideline fcr ti.,-e rta1**usJi:;zz q--,i. r:.-*;:oJan:;r--;-i-:--- .-!
sucft a ptlness b h"etp e?'Lsilre that. q;asiltytj $re g:ir*"*. trt i?p- r;5;;4';-'1'-z'--.
ttsng appropriate t*.ngtage wfitLner *nd. **l-uia.i-

5l l{dtne'ss C<sre LkLe*,[,rn* &cc,rr-s wtty b* *s-ar,h!:ih*c !* re:t*ri" q;;d.yn.r* t; :z
t'tcifn't or rulr*rrn*le u.iines:s s* iiml ike:s ie*l mrrl*r:,.s*is y,, rr-r."-*,i!y,; :j r-u-:
sf{rl€rnerlt af a ptrtrc,e utb,sre tiwy* k xr: pkys;.t*.! ir*ra::;;ly,;:*:Ir- ** s-:::-:aq.-

6) An audio-risu al pre-re*rd.inE af * s**lerrien: *r sx-Cer.:* r-,{:i'-z :-'::;:-. :';; i'*
allawed' either in pax ar tn wha;g, l* be rWWe{: ErC c*r:*si ,: :-ter
euidence at th-e rrrat Suc&pre-remrding c*x{wfude tiw *i'*'-e rli-z t1.'-i-?:-'-e

af the ur,rtinU" ttwir euid.erzre in ckief x*ss sxninc;i.sn, asd re***r:**:n*
fi Attter procedural or pradire W{de{ines t* be deue{*pd'ts;'iTs* ,)c:!-r- L* !3::

ret*tiues and. representstiu€s {ndiece thsir wb,tL /'t*i tfi prrx*e-4 v-i?-.s *:* ,:;

uialence or uritnesses resile fram tl-t*{r eart{er st*tetr;.e.*s;
8J .9u*h ather procedural or prad;uil gt{Cettnes {*r a:hsr issue$ ",r;i'i:.?. ?)€:r bi:i

au€rcorne or remoue cfinstrainls and bgrri*rs f8 Nilo'$\en's G:;{r';i :i -=*::;:= '---

cr:ses af gender-b*sed vioL*nt*.

$irect"orats of, Distvic{ Jadi*'i.a;y




