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RIGHT TO PRIVACY and
RIGHT TO INFORMATION

Right to information (RTI) laws provide a
fundamental right for any person to access
information held by government bodies. At
the same time, right to privacy laws grant
individuals a fundamental right to control
the collection of, access to, and use of
personal information about them that is
held by governments and private bodies.

The Right to Information and Privacy:  Balancing Rights and Managing Conflicts by David Banisar
http://foiadvocates.net/wp-content/uploads/Publication_WBI_RighttoInfoandPrivacy.pdf



RIGHTS DEFINED
“The right of access to information
held by government bodies (RTI)
provides that individuals have a basic

human right to demand information held

by government bodies. It derives from
the right of freedom of expression to
‘seek and receive information’, and is
recognized worldwide as a human right.
Under this right, any person may make a
request to a public body; the body is

legally required to respond and provide

the information, unless there is a
legally compelling reason to refuse the
request.”

The Right to Information and Privacy:  Balancing Rights and Managing Conflicts by David Banisar
http://foiadvocates.net/wp-content/uploads/Publication_WBI_RighttoInfoandPrivacy.pdf



RIGHTS DEFINED

“Although it (right to privacy)
is often summarized as ‘the right
to be left alone,’ it encompasses
a wide range of rights –
including protection from
intrusions into family and home
life, control of sexual and
reproductive rights, and
communications secrecy. It is
commonly recognized as a core
right that underpins human
dignity and such other values as
freedom of association and
freedom of speech.”

The Right to Information and Privacy:  Balancing Rights and Managing Conflicts by David Banisar
http://foiadvocates.net/wp-content/uploads/Publication_WBI_RighttoInfoandPrivacy.pdf



COMPLEMENTARY NATURE OF 
RIGHTS TO INFO & PRIVACY



DPA and NPC

2012 2016



PCOO and FOI

Executive Order No. 02, S. 2016 

Published July 27, 2016



INTER-AGENCY MEETINGS ON FOI 

and DATA PRIVACY

PCOO – led inter-agency meetings on FOI and Right
to Privacy:

a) November 9, 2016 – initial meeting conducted by
PCOO for the FOI launch on November 25, 2016

b) November 16 and 23, 2016 – introduction of the
FOI and eFOI portal and the Exceptions List on
the FOI

c) November 25, 2016 – official launch of the FOI
and eFOI Project with Executive Secretary
Salvador Medialdea and PCOO Secretary Martin
Andanar leading the event



INTER-AGENCY MEETINGS ON FOI 

and DATA PRIVACY (2)

PCOO – led inter-agency meetings on FOI and
Right to Privacy:

d) December 1, 2016 – PCOO reported on the
number of agencies under the Executive
Branch with FOI Manuals

e) February 6 & 7 and April 11, 2017 – series
of Webinars with ICO-UK, India and Gov.UK
with NPC participation



PCOO INITIATIVES 



WEBINARS with ICO-UK and INDIA



FOI and DATA PRIVACY TRAININGS

Training of the Trainers, Bayleaf Hotel
October 19, 2017



MEETINGS on PROPOSED FOI 
EXCEPTIONS LIST ADDITIONS


