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The Paris Agreement on Climate Change

(a) Holding the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2 °C and
pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C

(b) Increasing the ability to adapt to the adverse impacts of climate change and foster
climate resilience and low greenhouse gas emissions development

(c) Making finance flows consistent with a pathway towards low greenhouse gas
emissions and climate-resilient development.

What it is about:

As of 1 August 2017



 Universal and includes mitigation commitments for all countries;  cooperative
mechanisms to achieve these including internationally transferred mitigation
outcomes” and a new “sustainable development mechanism”

 Countries are required to submit updated nationally determined contributions
(NDCs) by 2020 with a five-year review cycle and an overall assessment on how
countries are performing starting 2023, and every five years, with a view to
ratcheting up the ambition;

 Countries are required to monitor, verify, report their GHG emissions using a
stringent and unified accounting system;

 Establishment of a global goal for adaptation of enhancing adaptive capacity,
strengthening resilience and reducing vulnerability and minimizing and addressing
loss and damage from climate impacts in the context of sustainable development;

 Commits developed countries to provide finance to developing countries for both
mitigation and adaptation; taking lead in mobilizing climate finance from a wide
variety of resources, instruments and channels, noting the significant role of public
funds and also urging that such mobilization should represent a progression
beyond previous efforts (i.e. the $ 100 billion per annum goal is the floor).

Paris Agreement: Key Highlights



Paris Agreement: Summary for Policymakers

Source: UNFCCC, 2015

Aspiration to 
reach

Country level 
implementation:

 Nationally 
determined 
contributions

 National strategies 
and action plans

 Sectoral, city level 
greenhouse gass
emissions reduction 
targets

 Non-state actor 
interventions



Localizing the Paris agreement 
From top down to bottom up

• Devolution of the national pledges by sector, 
and at sub national levels

• Conversion of national pledges into investment 
plans and devolution of financing 

• Local climate action plans
• Establishment of institutions to monitor, report 

and verify actions
• Building knowledge and capacity 

enhancement, partnerships



Response to the Paris Agreement: Local Context

City-level Initiatives

 Connects 90 of the world’s greatest cities, representing 650+ million 
people and one quarter of the global economy. Created and led by 
cities, C40 is focused on tackling climate change and driving urban 
action that reduces greenhouse gas emissions and climate risks, while 
increasing the health, wellbeing and economic opportunities of urban 
citizens.

 Compact of Mayors, with 507 cities as signatories, is the world’s largest 
coalition of city leaders addressing climate change by pledging to reduce 
their greenhouse gas emissions, tracking their progress and preparing 
for the impacts of climate change.  These kinds of initiatives are spurring 
interest and investment in 21st century urban development.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenhouse_gas_emission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Effects_of_global_warming


Response to the Paris Agreement: Local Context

 Climate Mayors composed of 362 US Mayors representing 66 million Americans, 
will adopt, honor, and uphold the commitments to the goals enshrined in the Paris 
Agreement.

….increasing investments in renewable energy and energy efficiency; …buy and 
create more demand for electric cars and trucks and …increase efforts to cut 

greenhouse gas emissions, create a clean energy economy, and stand for 
environmental justice.

Community- level Initiative

 Platform for Indigenous and Local Community Climate Action: platform will 
break fresh ground in 2017 by giving indigenous peoples and local communities an 
active role in shaping climate action, including a prominent role in the first open 
multi-stakeholder dialogue; In the climate conference (COP22) in Marrakech in 
November 2016, Parties decided to adopt an incremental and participatory 
approach to developing the local communities and indigenous peoples platform. 
The platform is giving indigenous peoples and local communities an active role in 
shaping the process.



Example: PRC’s National Emissions Trading Scheme

 A national cap and trade system for carbon dioxide 
emissions likely to be launched in the last quarter of 
2017.  Building on ten years of emissions trading 
experience, initially through the Clean Development 
Mechanism (CDM) and seven pilot carbon market pilots.

 ETS Pilot Sites: Beijing, Chongqing, Guagdong, Hubei, 
Shanghai, Shenzhento and Tianjin accounting for 68.6 
megatons of CO2, with a total value of US$160 million 
(CNY1.1 billion).  
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 The national ETS will expand the scope of global GHG emissions covered by such systems 
from 9 to 16 percent. 

 Preliminary guidelines from the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) 
relates that the scheme will cover eight broad industries in the first stage, including 
petrochemicals, construction materials, chemicals, iron and steel, non-ferrous metals, pulp and 
paper, power generation and aviation. industries, including coal-fired power plants and 18 sub-
sectors.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In October 2011, the NDRC designated 4 municipalities (Beijing, Chongqing, Shanghai and Tianjin), 2 provinces (Guangdong and Hubei) and the special economic zone of Shenzhen City as regions for ETS pilots.



Example: India’s Smart Cities Mission

An urban renewal and retrofitting program by the Government of India with a mission to develop 
100 cities all over the country making them citizen friendly and sustainable. 
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs leads this initiative with the Union Ministry of Urban 
Development responsible for implementing the mission in collaboration with the state 
governments of the respective cities. 



Building Resilience in Cities

Da Nang today unveiled Resilient Da Nang, a concrete strategic roadmap to promote 
urban resilience in Central Vietnam’s largest city.

The strategy, a joint effort between Da Nang and 100RC, proposes 36 actions to build 
citywide resilience, including plans for storm resistant housing, micro-insurance to 
provide financial security in the face of natural disasters, the revitalization of 
community spaces, and strengthening Da Nang’s Disaster Management Center.

City of Danang, Viet Nam

Resilient Bangkok, a comprehensive strategic roadmap to promote urban resilience in 
Thailand’s capital city.

The strategy, by the City of Bangkok with support from 100RC, proposes concrete 
actions to build citywide resilience, including plans for improved resilience to floods; a 
safe, accessible and convenient transportation network; facilitating a city and 
community-based economy; and strengthening institutional capacity and regulation.

City of Bangkok, Thailand

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Resilient Bangkok was developed in consultation with the more than 50 grassroots district organizations in the City of Bangkok.  Bangkok Metropolitan Administration also conducting a wide range of consultation meetings and engaged different stakeholders and organizations including Chulalongkorn University and the Graduate School of the Environment. Through this process, Bangkok built a consensus and determination for the city’s approach to resilience and prioritized actions and initiatives that will increase urban resilience.



Philippines: People’s Survival Fund

 Created as an annual fund intended for local 
government units (LGUs) and accredited 
local/community organizations to implement climate 
change adaptation projects that will better equip 
vulnerable communities to deal with the impacts of 
climate change. 

 Programmed at least P1 billion into the PSF which 
will be sourced from the national budget. The 
allocation may be augmented by mobilizing funding 
sources such as counterpart local government units, 
the private sector, and individuals who support 
adaptation initiatives.

 Left untapped for four years until November 2016 
with a P120 million approval for two adaptation 
projects in Mindanao: Lanuza, Surigao Del Sur and 
Del Carmen, Surigao del Norte in implementing the 
respective local climate change adaptation plans of 
these local governments and a P60 million grant 
funding a facility to support LGUs in developing and 
enhancing design of projects that are science, risk-
based to meet PSF requirements. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
THE People's Survival Fund Board (PSF) has approved a total of P120 million in funds for two adaptation projects in Mindanao, the Department of Finance (DOF) said. In its meeting on November 22, the Board also allocated a P60 million grant funding facility to support local government units (LGUs) in developing and enhancing design of projects that are science, risk-based to meet PSF requirements, said DOF Secretary Carlos Dominguez III, who chairs the PSF Board. PSF funding will support the projects of the LGUs of Lanuza, Surigao Del Sur and Del Carmen, Surigao del Norte that aim to support the implementation of the respective local climate change adaptation plans of these local governments. The projects consider the climate risks in the localities. The key approaches include integrating natural resource protection and climate-resilient livelihood; protecting watershed, river, and mangroves; providing technical assistance to vulnerable farmers and fisherfolk, and mechanisms to reduce vector-borne diseases affecting agricultural dependent households; promoting community education on weather forecasting and climate variability to support decision making for agro-fishery practices; and building a regional center for research and extension. "We are taking concrete steps to finance our own adaptation initiatives. This is being undertaken even as the Philippines accounts for an insignificant share of the world’s carbon emissions but is nonetheless one of the developing countries most vulnerable to climate change,” Dominguez said. "Proof of this is the provision of finance from our own national budget to ensure that our LGUs are able to establish or enhance their capacities to adapt to the multiple effects of climate change.” “Both the LGUs of Lanuza and Del Carmen are located in vulnerable areas where poverty may further worsen if no adaptation measures are undertaken," he added. Secretary and Vice-Chairperson Emmanuel De Guzman of the Climate Change Commission (CCC) said the PSF Board is ensuring that proposed projects to be funded go through thorough review by technical agencies and the panel of experts of CCC. "We are also ensuring that the process for LGUs to access the fund is made easier and more efficient with the adoption of new guidelines for the submission and evaluation of proposals," he said. The CCC is committed to support the capacity building of LGUs to develop their local climate change action plans or LCCAPs and to access the PSF for recommended climate change adaptation and mitigation measures in their plans. Less than 10 percent of the country's LGUs have such plans. National Treasurer Roberto Tan, who was designated by Dominguez to preside over the Board meetings on his behalf, said the Board intends to launch calls for proposals this November-December 2016 and another one in the second quarter of 2017. "On top of that, we have relaxed the requirements and simplified the way that submissions are made,” he said. (SDR/Sunnex)��Read more: http://www.sunstar.com.ph/manila/local-news/2016/11/25/panel-approves-p120-m-grant-2-green-projects-mindanao-511528�Follow us: @sunstaronline on Twitter | SunStar Philippines on Facebook



Implications of Paris Agreement on Local Governments

 Challenges can become opportunities
 Influence national government priorities
 Capacity for mobilizing climate finance
 Setting local targets are more achievable

 Act locally and impact globally
 Potential motivator for effective implementation of climate policies and 

actions
 Promote cities and communities for resilient growth 
 Encourage the development of more sustainable livelihood 
 Bottom-up decision making process encouraged

 Institution building and innovation in governance
 Opportunity to develop innovative mechanisms (market and non-

market)
 Need for enhanced capacity building (knowledge, skills, technology 

and financial resources) arises



Thank you

For further information visit
https://www.adb.org/themes/climate-

change-disaster-risk-management/main
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https://www.adb.org/themes/climate-change-disaster-risk-management/main
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