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Regional Legal Mapping Exercise 
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• Supported under ADB’s 
technical assistance for 
strengthening & use of CSS 

• Adapts tools for country 
safeguard review initially used 
by World Bank 

• Equivalence Assessment Matrix 
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Equivalence Assessment Matrix: 

Policy 
Principle  

Legal 
Provisions in 

CSS 

Status of 
Equivalence 

Recommended 
Actions 



 
 

Regional Legal Mapping Exercise 
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• Assessments completed: 

 Environment - all 40 borrowing 
members  

 Involuntary Resettlement – 18  

 Indigenous Peoples - 5 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Overview Results 

5 

• All developing members have existing legal 
frameworks in environment and land 
acquisition 

• Some have them for involuntary resettlement  

• Few for safeguarding Indigenous Peoples 
communities in the context of development 
projects 

 

 

 

 



Environment Safeguards 

• ADB’s SPS has 11 policy principles for 
environment 

• The first 7 cover the environmental 
assessment process 

• The last 4 cover biodiversity, 
pollution control, EHS and physical 
cultural heritage 



 
 

Environment Safeguards: 
Equivalence Assessment Results, Central West & Mongolia 
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Environment Safeguards: 
Countries with most equivalence 
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Involuntary Resettlement Safeguards 

9 

• ADB’s SPS has 12 policy principles for 
involuntary resettlement 

• 2 on consultation, disclosure, 
grievance redress 

• 10 on impact screening, assessment, 
planning, implementation and 
monitoring 



 
 

Involuntary Resettlement Safeguards: 
Equivalence Assessment Results, CWRD & Mongolia 
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Involuntary Resettlement Legal Framework : 
DMCs with most equivalence 
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Indigenous Peoples Legal Framework:  

DMCs with most equivalence 
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Conclusion 
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• CSS have improved tremendously towards international 
standards 

• Legal frameworks for environment safeguards have provisions 
that are fully or partially equivalent to the SPS in all DMCs. 
Where there is partial equivalence, the gaps can easily be 
filled through specific regulation, guidelines, and/or project-
specific measures 

• In contrast, there is a wider legal gaps in many CSS for 
involuntary resettlement and especially for Indigenous 
Peoples safeguards. These would have to be addressed 
through legislative reform. 

 

 

 

 



CSS Website 

http://countrysafeguardsystems.net/ 

http://countrysafeguardsystems.net/


Thank You, მადლობა 
For more information:  

• http://www.adb.org/site/safeguar
ds/main 

• http://www.adb.org/site/safeguar
ds/country-safeguard-systems 

• llaurito@adb.org 
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